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AT  the  Town  Meeting  held  on  the  i  cyth  of 
March,  1770,  hy  Adjournment. 

THE  aforementioned  Report  was  Read  and 
Confidered,  whereupon  Voted  Unanimoufty , 
That  the  fame  be  accepted,  and  that  it  be 
immediately  Printed,  and  the  Committee  are 
defired  to  tranfmit  Copies  thereof  as  foon  as 
poffible  to  the  following  Gentlemen,  viz.  The 
Eight  Honorable  Ifaac  Barre ,  Efq;  one  of  his 
Majeflys  mod  HonorablePrivy  Council;  Thomas. 
4Pownall,  Efq;  late  Governor  of  the  Maffachu- 
tfetts  ;  William  Bollan ,  Efq;  Agent  for  his  Ma- 
jelly's  Council  ;  Dennys  DeBerdt ,  Efq;  Agent 
for  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  ;  Benjamin 
Franklin ,  Efq;  L.  L.  D.  and  Barlow  Trecothick , 
Efq;  a  Mepnber  of  Parliament  for  the  City  of 
london. 


Attejl . 

"William  Cooper,  Town-Clerk 
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A  fliort  Narrative  of  the  horrid 

Maflacre  in  Bofton,  perpetrated  in  the 
Evening  of  the  Fifth  Day  of  March, 
17  jo,  by  Soldiers  of  the  XXIXth  Re¬ 
giment  ;  which  with  the  XIV-th  Regi¬ 
ment  were  then  quartered  there  :  with 
fome  Obfervations  on  the  State  of 
Things  prior  to  that  Cataftrophe. 


T  may  be  a  proper  introduction  to  this  nar¬ 
rative,  briefly  to  reprefent  the  hate  of  things 
for  fome  time  previous  to  the  {aid  maflacre : 

And  this  feems  neceflary  in  order  to  the 
forming  a  juft  idea  of  the  caufes  of  it. 

At  the  end  of  the  late  war,  in  which  this 
Province  bore  fo  diflinguifhcd  a  part,  a  happy 
union  fubfiffed  between  Oreat-biitain  and  the 
Colonies.  This  was  unfortunately  interrupted 
by  the  Stamp-Aft  :  but  it  was  in  fome  meaiure 
reftored  by  the  Repeal  of  it.  It  was  again  in¬ 
terrupted  *by  other  afts  of  parliament  for  taxing 
America  ;  and  by  the  appointment  of  aboard  of 
Commiffioners,  in  purfuance  of  an  aft,  which 
by  the  face  of  it  wa$  made  for  the  relief  and 
encouragement  of  commerce,  but  which  in  it  s 
operation,  it  was  apprehended,  would  have,  and 
it  has  in  faft  had,  a  contrary  effeft.  By  the  fud 
aft  thp  laid  Commiflioncrs  were  “  to  be  refiden? 


in 
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in  fome  convenient  part  of  his  Ma  jelly's  do- 
minions  in  America”.-This  muff  be  in/erftood 
10  be  in  fome  part  convenient  for  the  whole— 
But  it  does  not  appear,  that  in  fixing  the  place 

k  1  ltir  lienee,  the  convenience  of  the  whole 
v,as  at  all  confulted,  for  Bofton  being  very  far 
irom  the  centre  of  the  colonies,  could  not  be 
the  place  molt  convenient  for  the  whole  — 
Judging  by  the  aft,  it  may  feem  this  town  was 
intended  to  be  favoured,  by  the  Commiffioners 
being  appointed  to  refide  here  ;  and  that  the 
confequence  of  that  refidence  would  be  the  re¬ 
lict  and  encouragement  of  commerce  :  but  the 
l  evcrfe  has  been  the  confer, t  and  uniform  effeft 

•  So  commerce  of  the  town,  from 

he  embaralfments  in  which  it  has  been  lately 

o^hifl  1S.fertlViredaUCed-  For  the  particulars 
on  this  head,  fee  the  fete  of  the  trade  not  Jong 

tmee  drawn  up  and  tranfmitted  to  England  by  a 

committee  of  the  merchants  of  Bottom  * 

.  refidence,  of  the  Commiffioners  here,  has 
b.en  detrimental  not  only  to  the  commerce,  but 

Le  Poll.t,cal  tnterefts  of  the  town  and  pro¬ 
vince  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  we  can  trace  from 

.ftehrerfaufeS  of  \he,  ,ate  horrid  m  a  fiacre.  Soon 
thfeir  ar/lval  here  in  November  i76y,  fo- 
m  au  of  confining  tbemfelves  to  the  proper  bufi- 
nds  of  their  office,  they  became  partisans  of 

Governor  Bernard  in  his  political  fchemes  ;  and  ' 

;“u  ~“rc  7eaknefs  and  temerity  to  infringe  upon 

°Z:i I,,e  r!1  e,re"tial  **  °( ■<* 

v^mmons  of  this  province— that  of  giving 

O  tr> 

their 
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their  \Qics  with  freedom,  and  not  being  account 
table  therefor  but  to  their  conftitucnts.  On® 
of  the  members  of  that  houfe  Capt.  Timothy 
Folgier, having  voted  in  fome  affair  contrary  to  the 
mind  of  the  faidCommiffioners,was  for  fo  doing 
difmiffed  from  the  office  he  held  under  them. 

Thefe  proceedings  of  theirs,  the  difficulty  of 
accefs  to  them  on  office-bufinefs,  and  a  fuperci- 
lious  behaviour,  rendered  them  difguftful  to  peo¬ 
ple  in  general,  who  in  confcquence  thereof 
treated  them  with  negleft.  This  probably  ffi- 
mulated  them  to  refen t  it  :  and  to  make  their 
refentment  felt,  they  and  their  coadjutor  Gover¬ 
nor  Bernard,  made  fuch  reprefentations  to  hie 
Majefty’s  miniftersas  they  thought  beft  calculated 
to  bring  the  difpleafure  of  the  nation  upon  the 
town  and  province  :  and  in  order  that  thofe  re¬ 
prefentations  might  have  the  more  weight,  they 
are  laid  to  have  contrived,  and  executed  plans 
for  exciting  difturbances  and  tumults,  which 
otherwife  would  probably  never  have  exifted  ; 
and  when  excited,  to  have  tranfmitted  to  the 
miniftry  the  mod:  exaggerated  accounts  of  them. 

Thefe  particulars  of  their  conduct  hisMajefty’s 
-Council  of  this  province  have  fully  laid  open  in 
their  proceeding  in  council,  and  in  their  addrefs 
to  General  Gage,  in  July  and  Oftober  1768  ; 
and  in  their  letter  to  Lord  Hilifborough  of  the 
1 5th  of  April  1769.- — Unfortunately  for  us, 
they  have  been  too  fuccefsful  in  their  faid  repre¬ 
fentations,  which  in  conjunction  with  Governor 
Bernard’s,  have  occafioned  his  Majeffy’s  faithful 

fubje&s 
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fubjefts  of  this  town  and  province  to  be  treated 
as  enemies  and  rebels,  by  an  invafion  of  the 
town  by  fea  and  land  :  to  which  the  approaches 
were  made  with  all  the  circumfpeftion,  ufual 
where  a  vigorous  oppofition  is  expelled.  While 
the  town  was  furrounded  by  a  confiderable 
number  of  his  Majefty’s  (hips  of  war,  two  regi¬ 
ments  landed  and  took  poffcflion  of  it ;  and  to 
fupport  thefe,  two  other  regiments  arrived  fome 
time  after  from  Ireland  :  one  of  which  landed 
at  Caffle  Ifland,  and  the  other  in  the  town. 

Thus  were  we,  in  aggravation  of  our  other 
embarraffments,  embarraffed  with  troops, 
forced  upon  us  contrary  to  our  inclination 
' — contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  Magna  Charta,— 
contrary  to  the  very  letter  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  in  which  it  is  declared,  that  the 
railing  or  keeping  a  (landing  army  within  the 
kingdom  in  time  of  peace,  unlefs  it  be  with  the 
confcnt  of  parliament,  is  againfl  law— and  with¬ 
out  the  defire  of  the  civil  magiflrates,  to  aid 
whom  was  the  pretence  for  fending  the  troops 
hither:  who  were  quartered  in  the  town  in  direct 
violation  of  an  aft  of  parliament  for  quartering 
troops  in  America  :  and  all  this  in  confequence 
of  the  reprefentations  of  the  laid Commiflioners 
and  the  faid  Governor,  as  appears  by  their  me¬ 
morials  and  letters  lately  published. 

As  they  were  the  procuring  caufe  of  troops 
being  fent  hither,  they  muff  therefore  be  the  re¬ 
mote  and  a  blameable  caufe  of  all  the  dilfurban- 
cts  and  bloodshed  that  have  taken  place  in  con- 
fcqucnce  of  that  Meafure,  J3U£ 
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f5yt  we  flball  leave  them  to  their  own  refleo 
lions,  after  oblerving,  that  as  they  had  tome 
months  before  the  arrival  of  the  troops,  under 
pretence  of  fafety  to  their  perfons,  retired  from 
town  to  the  Caftle,  fo  after  the  arrival  of  the 
troops,  and  their  being  quartered  in  the  town, 
they  thought  proper  to  return:  having anfwered, 
as  they  doubtlefs  thought,  the  purpofe  of  their 
voluntary  flight. 

We  fhall  next  attend  to  the  conduct  of  the 
troops,  and  to  fome  circumftances  relative  to 
them. — Governor  Bernard  without  confulting 
the  Council,  having  given  up  the State-houfe  to 
the  troops  at  their  landing,  they  took  pofleflion 
of  the  chambers, where  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
province  and  the  courts  of  law  held  their  meet¬ 
ings  ;  and  (except  the  council-chamber)  of  all 
other  parts  of  that  houfe:  in  which  they  conti¬ 
nued  a  confiderable  time,  to  the  great  annoyance 
of  thofe  courts  while  they  fat,  and  of  the  mer¬ 
chants  and  gentlemen  of  the  town,  who  had  al¬ 
ways  made  the  lower  floor  of  it  their  exchange. 
1  hey  had  a  right  fo  to  do,  as  the  property  of  it 
was  in  the  town  :  but  they  were  deprived  of 
that  right  by  meer  power. — The  faid  Governor 
foon  after,  by  every  flratagem  and  by  every  me¬ 
thod,  but  a  forcible  entry,  endeavored  to  get 
poffeflion  of'  the  manufa&ory-houfe,  to  make  a 
barrack  of  it  for  the  troops:  and  for  that  pur¬ 
pofe  caufed  it  to  be  befieged  by  the  troops,  and 
the  people  in  it  to  be  ufed  very  cruelly ;  which 
extraordinary  proceedings  created  univerfal  un- 

B  eafinefs, 
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cafinefs,  arifing  from  the  apprchenfion;  that  the 
troops  under  the  influence  of  fuch  a  man  would 
be  employed  to  efleft  the  moft  dangerous  pur- 
poles  .  but  failing  of  that,  other  houfes  were  pro¬ 
cured,  in  which,  contrary  to  adt  of  parliament* 
he  caufed  the  troops  to  be  quartered.  After 
their  quarters  were  fettled,  the  main  guard  was 
ported  at  one  of  the  laid  houfes,  direftiy  oppofite 
to  and  not  twelve  yards  from,  the  JState-houfe* 
(where  the  General  Court,  and  all  the  Law 
Courts  for  the  County  were  held)  with  two 
field  pieces  pointed  to  the  btate-houfe.  This 
fituation  of  the  main  guard  and  field  pieces 
leemed  to  indicate  an  attack  upon  the  conrticu- 
tion,  and  a  defiance  of  law  ;  and  to  be  intended 

to  affiont  the  legifiativc  and  executive  authority 
of  the  province. 

'  The  General  Court,  at  the  firrt  Seffion  after 
the  arrival  of  the  troops,  viewed  it  in  this  light, 
and  applied  to  Governor  Bernard  to  caufe  fuch 
a  nufance  to  be  removed  ;  but  to  no  purpofe. 
Difgurted  at  fuch  an  indignity,  and  at  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  being  under  dtirelfe,  they  refufed  to  do 
bufinefs  in  fuch  circumrtances  ;  and  in  confe- 
quence  thereof  were  adjourned  to  Cambridge,  to 
the  great  inconvenience  of  the  members. 

Befides  this,  the  challenging  the  inhabitants 
by  centinels  ported  in  all  parts  of  the  town  be¬ 
fore  the  lodgings  of  officers,  which  (for  about 
fix  months,  while  it  lalfed)  occasioned  many 
quarrels  and  great  uneaiinefs— — — 

Captu 
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-  C apt.  YVilfon’s,  of  the  59th,  exciting  the  ne¬ 
groes  o t  the  town  to  take  away  their  matters 
Jives  and  property,  and  repair  to  the  army  for 
protection,  which  was  fully  proved  againft  him. 
— The  attack  of  a  party  of  foldiers  on  fome  of 
the  magiftrates  of  the  town — the  repeated  ref- 
cues  of  foldiers  from  peace  officers — the  firing 
of  a  loaded  mufket  in  a  public  ttreet,  to  the  en¬ 
dangering  a  great  number  of  peaceable  inhabi¬ 
tants — the  frequent  wounding  of  perfons  by 
their  bayonets  and  cutlaflas,  and  the  numerous 
inttances  of  bad  behaviour  in  the  foldiery 
made  us  early  fenfible,  that  the  troops  were  not 
font  here  for  any  benefit  to  the  town  or  pro¬ 
vince,  and  that  we  had  no  good  to  cxpeCf  from 
fuch  confervators  of  the  peace.* 

It  was  not  expcCled  however,  that  fuch  an 
outrage  and  maffacre,  as  happened  here  on  the 
evening  of  the  fifth  infant,  would  have  been 
perpetrated.  rI  here  were  then  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed,  by  a  difeharge  cf  mufquetry,  eleven  of  his 
iViajcfty’s  fubjefts,  viz. 

ivjr.  Samuel  Gray,  killed  on  the  fpot  by  a 
ball  entering  his  head. 

Crifpus  Attucks,  a  molatto,  killed  on  the  fpot, 
two  balls  entering;  his  brealfi. 

Mr.  James  Caldwell,  killed  on  the  fpot,  by 
two  balls  entering  his  back. 

B  2  M  r. 

*  The  inhabitants,  inflead  of  making  application  to  the  military 
officers  on  thefe  occafions,  chofe  rather  to  oppofe  the  civil  au¬ 
thority  and  the  laws  of  the  land  to  fuch  offenders;  and  had 
not  the  foldiery  found  means  to  evade  legal  pu.niffiments,  it  is 
more  than  probable  their  infolerce  would  have  received  a  check 
ffime  of  the  on  off  cndancho'y  cfTc<5hs  of  it  been  prevented. 
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Mr.  Samuel  Maverick,  a  youth  of  fevcntccn 
years  of  age,  mortally  wounded  :  he  died  the 
next  morning, 

Mr.  Patrick  Carr  mortally  wounded  :  he  died 
the  14th  inftant. 

Chriftopher  Monk  and  John  Clark,  youths 
about  feventeen  years  of  age,  dangeroufly  wound¬ 
ed.  It  is  apprehended  they  will  die. 

Mr.  Edward  Payne,  merchant,  handing  at  his 
door  :  wounded. 

MefH  rs  John  Green,  Robert  Patterfon  and 
David  Parker  :  all  dan  geroufly  wounded. 

The  a<5tors  in  this  dreadful  tragedy  were  a 
party  of  foldiers  commanded  by  Capt.  Prefton 
of  the  2  9th  regiment :  This  party,  including 
the  Captain,  confided  of  eight,  who  are  all  com¬ 
mitted  to  goal. 

There  are  depofitions  in  this  affair  which 
mention,  that  feveral  guns  were  fired  at  the  fame 
time  from  the  Cuftorn-Houfe  ;  before  which  this 
Shocking  feene  was  exhibited.  Into  this  matter 
Inquifition  is  now  making.— In  the  mean  time 
it  may  be  proper  to  infert  here  the  fubftance  of 
fame  of  thofe  depofitions. 

Benjamin  Prized,  on  the  evening  of  the  jth 
of  March,  having  taken  his  Ration  near  the  weft 
corner  of  the  Cuftom-Houfe  in  Kingftreet,  be¬ 
fore  and  at  the  time  of  the  foldiers  firing  their 
guns,  declares  (among  other  things)  that  the 
firft  difeharge  was  only  of  one  gun,  the  next 
of  two  guns,  upon  which  he  the  deponent  thinks 
he  law  a  man  ftumble ;  the  third  difeharee  was 
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of  three  guns,  upon  which  he  thinks  he  favv  two 
men  fall,  and  immediately  after  were  difeharged 
five  guns,  two  of  which  were  by  foldiers  on  his 
right  hand,  the  other  three ,  as  appeared  to  the 
deponent ,  ‘were  difeharged  from  the  balcony ,  or 
the  chamber  window  of  the  Custom-House, 
the  flajhes  appearing  on  the  left  hand ,  and  higher 
than  the  right  hand  flafhes  appeared  to  be ,  and 
of  which  the  deponent  was  very  Jenfble ,  altho’ 
his  eyes  were  much  turned  to  the  foldiers,  who 
were  all  on  his  right  hand. 

Gillam  Bafs,  being  in  King-ftreet  at  the  fame 
time,  declares  that  they  (the  party  of  foldiers 
from  the  main  guard)  ported  themfclves  between 
the  cuftom-houfe  door,  and  the  weft  corner  of 
it  ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  began  to  fire  upon  the 
people  :  ‘Two  or  three  of  the  jlafoes  fo  high  above 
the  ref ,  that  he  the  deponent  verily  believes  they 
muf  have  come  from  the  Custom-House 
windows . 

Jeremiah  Allen  declares,  that  in  the  evening 
of  the  5th  day  of  March  current,  being  at  about 
nine  o’clock  in  the  front  chamber  in  the  houfe 
occupied  by  Col.  Ingerfollin  King-ftreet,he  heard 
fome  guns  fired,  which  occafioned  his  going  in¬ 
to  the  balcony  of  the  faid  houfe. — That  when 
he  was  in  the  faid  balcony  in  company  with  Mr. 
William  Molineux  jun’r.  and  JohnSimpfon,  he 
heard  the  difeharge  of  four  or  five  guns,  the 
rtafties  of  which  appeared  to  be  to  the  weftward 
of  the  centry  box,  and  immediately  after,  he  the 
deponent  heard  two  or  three  more  guns  and  faw 
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the  fiafhcs  thereof  from  out  of  the  houfe ,  now  cab 
led  the  Cus tum*Hous  E,  as  they  evidently  cip~ 
pear cd  to  hint ,  and  which  he  the  faid  deponent 
at  the  fame  time  declared  to  the  aforefaid  Moli- 
neux  and  Simpfon  being  then  near  him ,  faying 
to  them ,  (at  the  fame  time  pointing  his  hand  to¬ 
wards  the  cuftom-houfe)  there  they  are  out  of 
the  cufiom-houfc. 

George  Coffer  being  in  King-ftreetat  the  time 
above  mentioned,  declares  that  in  five  or  fix  mi¬ 
nutes  after  he  flopped,  he  heard  the  word  of 
command  given  to  the  foldiers fire ,  upon  which 
one  gun  was  fired,  which  did  no  execution,  as 
the  deponent  obferved,  about  half  a  minuteafter 
two  guns,  one  of  which  killed  one  Samuel  Gray 
a  ropemaker,  the  other  a  molatto  man,  between 
which  two  men  the  deponent  flood,  after  this 
the  deponent  heard  the  di (charge  of  four  or  five 
guns  more,  by  the  foidiers  ;  immediately  after 
which  the  deponent  heard  the  dif charge  of  two 
guns  or  pijlolsf'rom  an  open  'window  of  the  middle 
fiory  of  the  Custom-House,  near  to  the  place 
where  the  Gentry  box  is  placed,  and  being  but  a 
imall  diflance  from  the  window,  he  heard  the 
people  from  within  (peak  and  laugh,  and  foon 
after  faw  the  cafement  lowered  down  ;  after 
which  the  deponent  aflifled  others  in  carrying 
off  one  of  the  corps. 

Cato,  a  Negro  man,  fervant  to  Tuthili  Hub¬ 
ert,  Efq;  declares,  that  on  Monday  evening  the 
fifth  of  March  current,  on  hearing  the  cry  of  fire, 
mc  ran  into  Kingffrecu  where  he  faw  a  number 
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*£  Pe0Ple  affemblcd  before  the  Cuflom-Houfe, 
that  he  flood  near  the  centry-box  and  faw  the 
foldiers  fire  on  the  people,  who  flood  in  the 
middle  of  faid  ftreet ;  directly  after  which  he  Jaw 
two  fiajhes  of  guns ,  one  quick  upon  the  other  ^ from 
the  chamber  window  of  the  Custom-House  ; 
and  that  after  the  firing  was  all  over,  while  the 
people  were  carrying  away  the  dead  and  wound¬ 
ed,  he  faw  the  Cuftom-Jrloufe  door  opened ,  and 
feveral foldiers  ( one  oj  whom  had  a  cutlajs )  go 
into  the  Ciftom-Hoife  and  fhut  the  door  after 
them. 

Benjamin  Andrews  declares,  that  being  defired 
by  the  committee  of  enquiry  to  take  the  ranges 
of  the  holes  made  by  mufquet  balls,  in  twohoufes 
near  oppofite  to  the  Cuflom-Houfe,  he  finds  the 
bullet  hole  in  the  entry  door  poll  of  Mr.  Payne’s 
houfe  (and  which  graz’d  the  edge  of  the  door, 
before  it  enter’d  the  poll,  where  it  lodged,  two 
and  a  half  inches  deep)  ranges  juft  under  the 
Jtool  of  the  wefernmojl  lower  chamber  window  of 
the  Custom-House. 

Samuel  Drowne,  towards  the  end  of  his  depo- 
firion  (which  contains  a  pretty  full  account  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  foldiers  on  the  evening  of 
the  yth  inftant)  declares,  that  he  Jaw  the  Jlaflocs 
oj  two  guns  fired  from  the  Custom-House, 
one  of  which  was  out  of  a  window  of  the  chamber 
wefiward  of  the  balcony ,  and  the  other  from  the 
balcony  ;  the  gun  ( which  he  clearly  dij'cerned ) 
being  pointed  through  the  balliflers ,  and  the  per- 
fion  who  held  the  gun ,  in  a  fiooping  pofiure  with¬ 
drew 


drew  himfelf  into  the  hoitfe ,  having  a  handker 
chief  or  fame  kind  of  cloth  over  his  face . 

Thefe  depofitions  fhew  clearly  that  a  number 
of  guns  were  fired  from  the  Cuftom-Houfe.— • 
As  this  affair  is  now  enquiring  into,  all  the  no¬ 
tice  we  fhall  take  of  it  is,  that  it  diftinguifhes  the 
aftors  in  it  intobtreet-Acftors  and  Houfe-A&ors; 
which  is  neceftary  to  be  obferved. 

What  gave  occafion  to  the  melancholy  event 
of  that  evening  feems  to  have  been  this.  A 
difference  having  happened  near  Mr.  Gray’s 
ropewalk,  between  a  foldier  and  a  man  belong¬ 
ing  to  it,  the  foldier  challenged  the  ropemakers 
to  a  boxing  match.  The  challenge  was  accepted 
by  one  of  them,  and  the  foldier  worfted.  He 
ran  to  the  barrack  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
returned  with  feveral  of  his  companions.  The 
fray  was  renewed,  and  the  foldiers  were  driven 
off.  They  foon  returned  with  recruits  and  were 
again  worded.  1  his  happened  feveral  times, 
till  at  length  a  confiderable  body  of  foldiers  was 
collected,  and  they  alfo  were  driven  off,  the 
ropemakers  having  been  joined  by  their  brethren 
of  the  contiguous  ropewalks.  By  this  time 
Mr.  Gray  being  alarmed  interpofed,  and  with 
the  affiftance  of  fome  gentlemen  prevented  any 
further  difturbance.  J  o  fatisfy  the  foldicrsand 
punifh  the  man  who  had  been  the  occafion  of 
the  firff  difference,  and  as  an  example  to  the  reft, 
he  turned  him  out  of  his  fervice;  and  waited  on 
Col.  Dalrymple,  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
troops,  and  with  him  concerted  mcafures  for 
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preventing  further  mifehief.  Though  this  affair 
ended  thus,  it  made  a  ftrong  impreftion  on  the 
minds  of  the  foldiers  in  general,  who  thought 
the  honor  of  the  regiment  concerned  to  revenge 
.  thofe  repeated  repulfes.  For  this  purpofe  they 
feem  to  have  formed  a  combination  to  commit 
fome  outrage  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
indiferiminately  ;  and  this  was  to  be  done  on 
the  evening  of  the  5th  inftant  or  foon  after  :  as 
appears  by  the  depofitions  of  the 
fons,  viz. 

William  Newhall  declares,  that  on  Thurfday 
night  the  firft  of  March  inftant,  he  met  four  foldi¬ 
ers  of  the  29th  regiment, and  that  he  heard  them 
fay  there  were  a  great  many  that  would  eat  their 
dinners  on  Monday  next,  that  Jhould  not  eat  any 
on  Tuefday. 

Daniel  Calfe  declares,  that  on  Saturday  even¬ 
ing  the  3d  of  March  a  camp-woman,  wife  to 
James  McDeed  a  grenadier  of  the  29th, came  in¬ 
to  his  father’s  fnop,and  the  people  talking  about 
the  affrays  at  the  rope-walks,  and  blaming  the 
foldiers  for  the  part  they  had  affed  in  it,  the 
woman  faid,the  foldiers  were  in  the  right  ;  add¬ 
ing  that  before  Tuefday  or  Wedneflay  night  they 
would  wet  their  fw or ds  or  bayonets  in  JSI ew- En¬ 
gland  people' s  blood . 

Mary  Brailsford  declares,  that  on  Sabbath 
evening  the  4th  March  inftant  a  Soldier  came  to 
the  houfe  of  Mr.  Amos  Thayer  where  fhe  then 
was.  Fie  defiring  to  (peak  with  Mr.  Thayer 
was  told  by  Mrs.  Mary  Thayer,  th^t  her  bro- 
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thcr  was  engaged, and  could  not  be  fpoke  with. 
Fie  faid,  your  brother  as  you  call  him,  is  a  man 
I  have  a  great  regard  for,  and  I  came  on  purpofe 
to  tell  him  to  keep  in  his  hou(c  for  be  for  eT'uefdajy 
night  next  atTwelve  o'clock, there  will  be  a  great 
deal  of  bloodfhed,  and  a  great  many  lives  lojl 
and  added,  that  he  came  out  of  a  particular  re¬ 
gard  to  her  brother  to  advife  him  to  keep  in  his 
houfe,  for  then  he  would  be  out  of  harm  s  way, 
lie  laid, your  brother  knows  me  very  well  :  my 
name  is  Charles  Malone.  He  then  wentaway. — - 
Of  the  fame  import,  and  in  confirmation  of  this 
declaration,  are  the  depofitions  of  Mary  Thayer 
and  Afa  Copeland,  who  both  live  with  the  faid 
Mr.  Thayer,  and  heard  what  the  foldier  faid 
as  abovemcntioned.  It  is  alfo  confirmed  by  the 
depofition  of  Nicholas  Ferriter. 

Jane  Ufher  declares,  that  about  9  o’clock  on 
monday  morning  the  5th  of  March  current, 
from  a  window  fhe  faw  two  perfons  in  the  habit 
of  fold  iers,  one  of  whom  being  on  horfe  back 
appeared  to  be  an  officer’s  fervant.  The  perfon 
on  the  horfe  firft  fpoke  to  the  other,  but  what 
he  laid,  fhe  is  not  able  to  fay,  though  the  win¬ 
dow  was  open,  and  fhe  not  more  than  twenty 
feet  diffant  :  the  other  replied,  He  hoped  he 
Jhould Jee  blood  enough  fpilt  before  morning . 

Matthew  Adams  declares,  that  on  monday 
evening  the  5th  of  March  infiant  between  the 
hours  of  7  and  8  o’clock,  he  went  to  the  houfe 
of  corporal  Perfhali  of  the  29th  regiment,  near 
Quaker- lane,  where  he  faw  the  corporal  and  his 
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Wife,  with  one  of  the  fifers  of  feid  regiment. 
When  he  hid  got  what  he  went  for,  and  was 
coming  away,  the  corpora!  called  him  back,  and 
defired  him  with  great  earneftnefs  to  go  home  to 
his  matter’s  houfe  as  foon  as  bufmefs  was  over, 
and  mot  to  be  abroad  on  any  account  that  night 
in  particular,  for  the  foldiers  were  determined  to 
be  revenged  on  the  ropewalk  people  ;  and  that 
much  mifehief  would  be  done.  Upon  which  the 
fifer  (about  1 8  or  i  9  years  of  age)  (aid,  he  hoped 
bn  God  they  would  burn  the  town  down .  On 
this  he  left  the  houfe,  and  the  (aid  corporal  called 
after  him  again,  and  begged  he  would  mind 
what  he  faicl  to  him. 

Caleb  Swan  declares,  that  on  rnonday  night 
the  5th  of  March  inftant,  at  the  time  of  the 
bells  ringing  for  fire,  he  heard  a  woman's  voice 
whom  he  knew  to  be  the  fuppofed  wife  of  one 
Montgomery,  a  grenadier  of  the  29th  regiment, 
landing  at  her  door,  and  heard  her  fay ,  it  was 
not  fire  ;  the  town  was  too  haughty  and  too  proud ; 
and  that  many  of  their  arfes  would  be  laid  low 
before  the  morning. 

Margaret  Swanfborough  declares,  that  a  free 
woman  named  Black  Peg,  who  has  kept  much 
with  the  foldiers,  on  hearing  the  dilturbance  on 
rnonday  evening  the  5th  inftant  faid,  the  foldiers 
were  not  to  be  trod  upon  by  the  inhabitants ,  but 
would  know  before  morning,  whether  they  or  the 
inhabitants  were  to  be  mafters . 

fofeph  Hooton,  junr.  declares,  that  coming 
from  the  South-end  of  Rollon  on  rnonday  even 
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ing  the  5th  of  March  inftant,  againfl:  Dr.Sewalfs 
meeting  he  heard  a  great  noife  and  tumult,  with 
the  cry  of  murder  often  repeated.  Proceeding 
towards  the  town-houfe  he  w7as  palled  by  feveral 
foldiers  running  that  way, with  naked  cutlaffes  and 
bayonets  in  their  hands.  He  afked  one  of  them 
what  was  the  matter,  and  was  anfwered  by  him, 
by  God  you  fhall  all  know  what  is  the  matter 
foon.  Between  9  and  1  o  o’clock  he  went  into 
King-ftreet,  and  was  prefent  at  the  tragical  fcene 
exhibited  near  the  Cnftom-houfe  ;  as  particularly 
fet  forth  in  his  depofition.  * 

Mrs.  Mary  Ruffell  declares,  that  John  Brails- 
ford  a  private  foldier  of  the  fourteenth  regiment, 
who  bad  frequently  been  employed  by  her(when 
he  was  ordered  with  his  company  to  the  Cable, 
in  confequence  of  the  murders  committed  by  the 
foldiers  on  the  evening  of  the  5  th  of  March)  com¬ 
ing  to  the  deponent’s  houfe  declared,  that  their 
regiment  were  ordered  to  hold  themf elves  in 
readinefs,and  accordingly  was  ready  that  eve¬ 
ning,  upon  the  inhabitants  firing  on  the  fioldiery , 
to  come  to  the  af  fiance  of  the  fioldiery.  On  which 
file  afked  him,  if  he  would  have  fired  upon  any 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town.  To  which  he 
replied,  yes,  if  he  had  orders  :  but  that  if  he  faw 
Mr.  Ruflell  he  would  have  fired  wide  of  him. 
He  alfo  faid,  it's  well  there  was  no  gun  fired 
by  the  Inhabitants  for  had  there  beenfiN  E  filoould 
have  come  to  the  foldiers  ajftfiance . 

By  the  foregoing  depofitions  it  appears  very 
clearly,  there  was  a  general  combination  among 
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the  foldiers  of  the  29th  regiment  at  leaft,  to 
commit  feme  extraordinary  aft  of  violence  upon 
the  town  ;  that  if  the  inhabitants  attempted  to 
repel  it  by  firing  even  one  gun  upon  thofe  fol¬ 
diers,  the  14th  regiment  were  ordered  to  be  in 
readinefs  to  aflift  them  ;  and  that  on  the  late 
butchery  in  King-ffreet  they  actually  were  ready 
for  that  purpofe,  had  a  Tingle  gun  been  fired  on 
the  perpetrators  of  it. 

It  appears  by  a  variety  of  depofitions,  that  on 
the  fame  evening  between  the  hours  of  fix  and 
half  after  nine  (at  which  time  the  firing  began) 
many  perfons,  without  the  leaft  provocation, were 
in  various  parts  of  the  town,  infultcd  and  abuled 
by  parties  of  armed  foldiers  patroling  the  llrects: 
particularly- - 

Mr*.  RobertPierpont  declares, that  between  the 
hours  of  7  &  8  in  the  fame  evenings  armed  foldiers 
pafling  him, one  of  them  who  had  a  bayonet  gave 
him  a  back-handed  ftroke  with  it,  on  complaint 
of  this  treatment  he  faid  the  deponent  Ihould 
foon  hear  more  of  it,and  threatned  him  very  hard. 

Mr.  Henry  Bafs  declares,  that  at  9  o’clock  a 
party  of  foldiers  came  out  of  Draper  s  alley  lead¬ 
ing  to  and  from  Murray’s  barracks,  and  they 
being  armed  with  large  naked  cutlaffcs,  made  at 
every  body  coming  in  their  way,  cutting  and 
flafhing,  and  that  he  himfelf  very  narrowly  ci- 
caped  receiving  a  cut  from  the  foremoff  of  them, 
who  purfued  him. 

Samuel  Atwood,  declares,  that  10  or  ^fol¬ 
diers  armed  with  drawn  cuthfles,  bolted  out  of 
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itie  alley  leading  from  Murray’s  barracks  into 
dock-fquare,  and  met  the  deponent,  who  afked 
them  if  they  intended  to  murder  people  ?  they 
anfwered,  yes,  by  God,  root  and  branch  ;  faying 
here  is  one  of  them  ;  with  that  one  of  them 
{truck  the  deponent  with  a  club,  which  was  re¬ 
peated  by  another  :  the  deponent  being  unarm¬ 
ed  turned  to  go  off,  and  he  received  a  wound  on 
the  left  fhoulder,  which  reached  the  bone,  dis¬ 
abled  him  and  gave  him  much  pain.  Having 
gone  a  few  fteps  the  deponent  met  two  officers , 
and  afked  them,  gentlemen,  what  is  the  matter  ? 
they  anfweredy you  will  fee  by  and  by  ;  and  as  he 
parted  by  Col.  Jackfon’s  he  heard  the  cry,  turn 
out  the  guards. 

Capt.  James  Kirkwood,  declares,  that  about 
nine  of  the  clock  in  the  evening  of  the  fifth  day 
of  March  current,  he  was  going  by  Murray’s 
barracks:  hearing  a  noifehe  flopt  atMr.Rhoads’s 
Door,  oppofite  the  faid  barracks,  where  faid 
Rhoads  was  (landing,  and  flood  fome  time  and 
faw  the  Soldiers  coming  out  of  the  yard  from 
the  barracks,  armed  with  cutlaffes  and  bayonets, 
and  rufhing  thro’  Boylflone’s  alley  into  cornhill, 
two  officers^  viz.  Lieuts.  Minchin  and  Dickfon 
came  out  of  the  mefs  houfe,  and  faid  to  the 
Soldiers,  mylads  comeinto  thebarracks  anddon’t 
hurt  the  inhabitants,  and  then  retir’d  into  the 
mefs  houfe.  Soon  after  they  came  to  the  door 
again,  and  found  the  Soldiers  in  the  yard  ;  and 
direftly  upon  it,  Enfign  Mall  came  to  the  gate 
of  the  barrack  yard  and  faid  to  the  fddiers,  turn 
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cut  ciud  I  ‘will  fland  by  you  i  this  he  repeated 
frequently,  adding,  kill  them!  Jlick  them  ;  knock 
them  do  wn^  run  your  buy  one  ts  thro  them ,  with  & 
great  deal  of  language  of  like  import.  Upon 
which  a  great  number  of  foldiers  came  out  of  the 
barracks,  with  naked  cutlafles  headed  by  faidMall \ 
and  went  thro’  the  aforefaid  alley,  that  fome  offi¬ 
cers  came  &  got  the  foldiers  into  their  barracks, 
and  that  Mall  with  his  fwordor  cutlufs  drcrwn  in 
his  hand ,  as  often  had  them  out  again ,  but  were 
at  laft  drove  into  their  barracks  by  the  afore¬ 
faid  Minchin  and  Dickfon. 

Mr.  Henry  Rhoads’s  declaration  agrees  with 
Capt.  Kirkwood’s. 

Mr.  Matthias  King  of  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia, 
declares,  that  in  the  evening  of  the  fifth  day  of 
March  infiant  about  nineof  the  clock,  he  was  at 
his  lodgings  atMrs.Torrey’s  near  the  town  pump, 
and  heard  the  bells  ring  and  the  cry  of  fire  ;  upon 
which  he  went  to  the  door  and  law  fevcral  fol¬ 
diers  come  round  the  fouth  fide  of  the  town 
houte,  armed  with  bayonets,  and  fomething 
which  he  took  to  be  broad  fwords  ;  that  one 
of  thofe  people  came  up  almofi:  to  him  and  Mr. 
Bartholomew  Kneeland;  and  that  they  had  but 
jufi:  time  to  ffiut  the  door  upon  him  ;  otherwife 
he  is  well  allured  they  mull:  have  fell  victims  to 
their  boundlefs  cruelty.  He  afterwards  went 
into  the  upper  chamber  of  the  laid  houfe,  and 
was  looking  out  of  the  window  when  the  drum 
and  the  guard  went  to  the  barrack ,  and  he  faw 
one  of  the  guards  kneel  and  prelent  his  piece 
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■with  a  bayonet  fixed,  and  heard  him  fwear  he 
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■would  fire  upon  a  parcel  of  boys  who  were  then 
in  the  direct,  but  he  did  not  :  He  further  de¬ 
clares,  that  'when  the  body  of  troops  ■ was  drawn 
up  before  the  guard  houfe  ( which  was  prefently 
after  the  maffacre )  he  heard  an  officer  fay  to  ano¬ 
ther,  that  this  was  fine  work,  and  juf  what  ha 
wanted ;  but  in  the  hurry  he  could  not  fee  him, 
ib  as  to  know  him  again. 

Robert  Polley  declares, that  on  menday  even¬ 
ing  the  5th  inflant,  as  he  was  going  home,  he 
obferved  about  ten  perfons  (landing  near  Mr* 
Taylor’s  door,  after  (landing  there  a  fmall  fpace 
of  time  he  went  with  them  towards  Boylflon’s 
alley  oppofite  to  Murray’s  barracks  ;  we  met 
in  the  alley  about  eight  or  nine  arm’d  foldiers, 
they  alTaulted  us,  and  gave  us  a  great  deal  of 
abufve  language,  wre  then  drove  them  back  to 
the  barracks  with  flicks  only  ;  we  looked  for 
jtloncs  or  bricks,  but  could  find  none,  the  ground 
being  covered  with  fnow  ;  fome  of  the  lads 
difperfed,  and  he  the  laid  Policy  with  a  few 
others  were  returning  peaceably  home, 
when  we  met  about  nine  or  ten  other  fob 
diers  armed  :  one  of  them  faid,  “  Where  are 
the  Tons  of  bitches  ’:  They  (Iruck  at  feveral 
perfons  in  the  ftreet,  and  went  towards 
the  head  of  the  alley.  Two  officers  Game  and 
endeavored  to  get  them  into  their  barracks ;  one 
of  the  lads  propofed  to  ring  the  bell;  the  fob 
diers  went  thro’  the  alley,  and  the  boys  huzza’d 
and  faid  they  were  gone  thro’  royal  exchange 
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Samuel  Drowne  declares,  that  about  nine  of 
the  clock  of  the  evening  of  the  fifth  of  March 
current,  handing  at  his  own  door  in  Cornhill, 
he  faw  about  14  or  15  foldiers  of  the  29th  re¬ 
giment,  who  came  from  Murray’s  barracks  arm’d 
with  naked  cutlahes,  fwords,  &c.  and  came  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  then  handing  'or 
walking  in  Cornhill,  and  abufed  feme,  and  vio¬ 
lently  ahaulted  others  as  they  met  them  ;  mod 
of  whom  were  without  fo  much  as  a  hick  in 
their  hand  to  defend  themfelves,  as  he  very  clear¬ 
ly  could  difeern,  it  being  moon  light,  and  him- 
felf  being  one  of  the  ahaulted  perfons.  All  or 
moh  of  the  faid  foldiers  he  faw  go  into  King- 
hreet,  (home  of  them  through  Royal  Exchange 
lane)  and  there  followed  them,  and  foon  dis¬ 
covered  them  to  be  quarrelling  and  fighting  with 
the  people  whom  they  faw  there,  which  he 
thinks  were  not  more  than  a  dozen,  when  the 
foldiers  came  there  firft,  armed  as  aforefaid.  Of 
thofe  dozen  people,  the  moh  of  them  were  gen¬ 
tlemen,  handing  together  a  little  below  the 
Town-Houfe,  upon  the  exchange.  At  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  thofe  foldiers  fo  arm’d,  the  moh  of 
the  twelve  perfons  went  off,  fome  of  them  being 
firh  ahaulted. 

The  violent  proceedings  of  this  party,  and 
their  going  into  King-hrcet,  “  quarrelling  and 
fighting  with  the  people  whom  they  faw  there’’ 
(mentioned  in  Mr.Drowne’s  depofition)  was  im¬ 
mediately  introductory  to  the  grand  catahrophe- 
Thcfe  ahailarus,  who  iffued  from  Murray’s 
,  X)  barracks 
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barracks  (fo  called)  after  attacking  and  wound¬ 
ing  divers  perfons  in  Cornhill,  as  above  men¬ 
tioned,  being  armed,  proceeded  (moftof  them)  up 
the  Royal  Exchange  lane,  into  King-ftreet  ; 
where  making  a  fhort  flop,  and  after  ailaulting 
and  driving  away  the  few  they  met  there,  they 
brandiihed  their  arms,  and  cried  out,  where  arc 
the  Boogers  !  where  are  the  Cowards.  At  this 
time  there  were  very  few  perfons  in  the  rtreet 

befide  themfelves. - This  party  in  proceeding 

from  Exchange  lane  into  King-ftreet  muft  pafs 
the  centry  ported  at  the  wrefterly  corner  of  the 
Curtom  Houfe,  which  butts  on  that  lane  and 
fronts  on  that  rtreet.  This  is  needful  to  be 
mentioned,  as  near  that  fpot  and  in  that  rtreet 
the  bloody  tragedy  was  a<rted,  and  the  ftrect-ac- 
tors  in  it  were  Rationed  :  1  heir  Ration  being  but 
a  few  feet  from  the  front  fide  of  the  faidCuRom 

Houfe. - The  outrageous  behavior  and  the 

threats  of  the  faid  party  occalioned  the  ringing 
of  the  meeting  houfe  bell  near  the  head  ofKing- 
ftreet  :  which  bell  ringing  quick  as  for  fire,  it 
prefently  brought  out  a  number  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  being  foon  fenfible  of  the  occafion 
of  it,  were  naturally  led  to  King-ftreet,  where 
the  faid  party  had  made  a  flop  but  a  little  while 
before  :  and  where  their  flopping  had  drawn  to¬ 
gether  a  number  of  boys,  round  the  centry  at  the 
Cuftom-Houfe.  Whether  the  boys  miftook  the 
centry  for  one  of  the  faid  party,  and  thence  took 
occafion  to  differ  with  him,  or  whether  he  firll 
affronted  them,  which  is  affirmed  in  fcvcral  depo- 

fttions. 

>  ^  4  -  , 
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fitions,— however  that  may  be,  there  was  much 
foul  language  between  them  :  andfome  of  them 
in  confequence  of  his  pufhing  at  them  with  his 
bayonet,  threw  fnovv  balls  at  him  :*  which  occa¬ 
sioned  him  to  knock  haftily  at  the  door  of  the 
Curtom-Houfe.  From  hence  two  perfons  there¬ 
upon  proceeded  immediately  to  the  main  guard, 
which  was  ported  (oppofite  to  the  Stare-houfe)  at 
a  fmail  dirtance  near  the  head  of  the  faid  rtrcec. 


'1  he  officer  on  guard  was  Capt.  Prcrton,  who 
with  feven  or  eight  foldiers  with  fire  arms,  and 
charged  bayonets,  irtuea  from  the  guard  houfe, 
and  in  great- harte  ported  himfelt  and  his  foldiers 
in  the  front  of  the  Curtom  Houfe  near  the  cor¬ 
ner  aforefaid.  In  parting  to  this  rtation  the 
foldiers  pufhed  fevcral  perfons  with  their  bay¬ 
onets,  driving  through  the  people  in  fo  rough 
a  manner  that  it  appeared  they  intended  to 
create  a  dirturbance.  This  occafioned  fome 

D  2  fnow 

*  Since  writing  this  narrative,  feveral  depofitions  have  appeared, 

which  make  it  clear,  that  ch$  centry  was  firft  in  fault. - lie 

overheard  a  barber’s  boy, faying  that  a  captain  of  the  14U1  (who 
had  juft  pa  fled  by)  was  fo  mean  a  fellow  as  not  to  pa}-  his  bar¬ 
ber  for  ihaviag  liim  ;  upon  this  the  centry  left  hts  pod  and 
followed  the  boy  into  the  middle  of  the  dreet,  where  he  told 
him  to  (hew  his  face  ;  the  boy  per  tl y  reply ’d ,  I  am  not  afham'tl 
to  (hew  my  (ace  to  any  man  :  Upon  this  the  centiy  gave  him 
a  fweeping  (troke  on  the  head  with  his  mufket,  which  made  him 


reel  and  dagger  and  cry  much.  A  fellow  apprentice  afked 
the  centry  what  he  meant  by  this  abufc  ?  He  reply’d,  damn 
your  blood,  if  yon  do  not  get  out  of  the  way  I  will  give  you 
fomething  ;  and  then  hied  his  bayonet  and  pufhed  at  the  lads, 
who  both  run  out  of  his  way.  This  difuite  coHe&ed  a  few 
pei  Tons  about  the  boy ,  near  the  cuftorn  houfe.  Prefently  after 
this,  the  party  above-mentioned  came  into,  kingflreet,  \vhich 
was  a  further  occafion  of  drawing  people  thither,  as  above 
related,  (°ee  dcpofitioa  of  Eer.ju  Broadcrs  and  others,) 
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(wow  balls  to  be  thrown  at  them  :  which 
teems  to  have  been  the  only  provocation  that 
was  given.  Mr.  Knox  (between  whom  and 
Capt.  Prefton  there  was  fome  converfation  on 
the  fpot)  declares,  that  while  he  was  talking  with 
Capt.  Preflon,  the  foldiers  ofhis  detachment  had 
attacked  the  people  with  their  bayonets  ;  and 
that  there  was  not  the  leaf!  provocation  given  to 
Capt.  Preflon,  or  his  party  :  the  backs  of  the 
people  being  towards  them  when  the  people 
were  attacked.  Pie  alfo  declares,  that  Captain 
1  refton  feemed  to  be  in  great  hafle  and  much 
agitated;  and  that  according  to  his  opinion  there 
were  not  thenprefent  in  Kinglfreet  above  feventy 
or  eighty  perions  at  the  extent. 

The  laid  party  was  formed  into  a  half  circle, 
and,  within  a  Ihort  time  after  they  had  been 
polled  at  the  Cuflom-Houfc,  began  to  fire  upon 
the  people. 

Capt.  Preflon  is  fuid  to  have  ordered  them  to 


fire,  and  to  have  repeated  that  order.  One  gun 
was  fired  firfi  :  then  others  in  fucccffion,  and 
with  deliberation,  till  ten  or  a  dozen  £uns  were 

^  o 

fired  ;  or  till  that  number  of  difehar^es  were 

_  •  o 

made  from  the  guns  that  were  fired.  By  which 
means  eleven  perfons  were  killed,  and  wounded, 
as  above  reprefen  ted. 

Hiefe  falls  with  divers  circumfiances  attend- 
Ing  them,  are  fupported  by  the  depofitions  of  a 
confiderable  number  of  perfons  :  and  among 
others,  of  the  following  viz.  Meffir’s.  HenryBafs 
^acguei  Atwood,  Samuel  Drowne,  fames  Kirk- 

wood, 
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wood,  Robert  Policy,  Samuel  Condon,  Daniel 
Ufber,  Jofiah  Simpfon,  Henry  Knox,  Gillam 
Bafs,  John  Hickling,  Richard  Palmes,  Benjamin 
Frizzel,  and  others  ;  whofe  depofitions  are  in 
the  appendix. 

Soon  after  the  firing,  a  drum  with  a  party 
from  the  main  guard  went  to  Murray’s  and 
the  other  barracks,  beating  an  alarm  as  they 
went,  which  with  the  firing  had  the  efFeft  of  a 
fignal  for  aftion.  Whereupon  all  the  foldiers  of 
the  29th  regiment,  or  the  main  body  of  them, 
appeared  in  Kingfireet  under  arms  ;  and  feem~ 
ed  bent  on  a  further  m  a  fiacre  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  which  was  writh  great  difficulty  prevented. 
They  were  drawn  up  between  the  State  Houfe 
and  main  guard  :  their  lines  extending  acrofs 
the  fircct  and  facing  down  Kingftreet,  where  the 
town-people  were  a  f  l'em  bled.  The  fir  ft  line 
kneeled  ;  and  the  whole  of  the  firfi  plattoonpre- 
fented  their  guns  ready  to  (ire,  as  loon  as  the 
•word  fliould  be  given.  They  continued  in  that 
pofture  a  confiderable  time.  But  by  the  good 
Providence  ofGod,they  werereftained  from  firing. 

That  they  then  went  into  Kingfireet  with 
fuch  a  dilpofition  will  appear  probable  by  the 
two  following  depofitions. 

Mrs.  Mary  Gardner,  living  in  Atkinfon  fireet, 
declares,  that  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  of 
March  current,  and  before  the  guns  fired  in 
Kingfireet,  there  were  a  number  of  foldiers  af- 
fembled  from  Green’s  barracks  towards  the  fireet, 
cuvd  oppofke  to  her  gate ;  that  they  fiood  very 

^  ■  mil 
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{till  until  the  guns  were  fired  in  Kingftreet,  then 
they  clapped  their  hands  and  gave  a  cheer,  fay¬ 
ing,  this  is  all  that  we  want.  They  ran  to  their 
barrack,  and  came  out  again  in  a  few  minutes, 
all  with  their  arms,  and  ran  towards  Kingftreet. 

William  Fallafs  declares,  that  (after  the  mur¬ 
der  in  Kingftreet)  on  the  evening  of  the  5th 
inftant,  upon  his  return  home  he  had  occafion 
to  ftop  oppofite  to  the  lane  leading  to  Green's 
barracks,  and  while  he  flood  there,  the  foldiers 
rufhed  by  him  with  their  arms,  towards  King¬ 
ftreet,  faying,  this  is  our  time  or  chance  :  and 
that  he  never  faw  men  or  dogs  fo  greedy  for 
their  prey  as  thofe  foldiers  feemed  to  be,  and  the 
iergeants  could  hardly  keep  them  in  their  ranks. 

Thefe  circumftances  with  thofe  already  men¬ 
tioned,  amount  to  a  clear  proof  of  a  combination 
among  them  to  commit  fome  outrage  updn  the 
town  on  that  evening;  and  that  after  the  enor¬ 
mous  one  committed  in  Kingftreet,  they  intend¬ 
ed  to  add  to  the  horrors  of  that  night  by  mak¬ 
ing  a  iurther  flaughter: 

At  the  time  Capt.  Preftotfs  party  hiked  from 
the  main  guard,  there  were  in  Kingftreet  about 
two  hundred  perfons,  and  thofe  were  collected 
there  by  the  ringing  of  the  bell  in  confequenee 
of  the  violences  of  another  parry,  that  had  been 
there  a  very  little  while  before.  When  Captain 
Prefton  had  got  to  the  Cuflom-houfe,  fo  great  a 
part  of  the  people  difperfed  at  fight  of  the  fol¬ 
diers,  that  not  more  than  twenty  or  thirty  then 
remained  in  Kingftreet,  as  Mr.Drownc  declares,* 

and 


*  Sec  his  Depo£uoa. 


and  at  the  time  of  the  firing  not  feventy,  as  Mr. 
Palmes  thinks.* 

But  after  the  firing,  and  when  the  {laughter 
was  known,  which  occafioned  the  ringing  of  all 
the  bells  of;  the  town,  a  large  body  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  foon  alfembled  in  Kingftreet,  and  conti¬ 
nued  there  the  whole  time  the  29th  regiment 
was  there  under  arms,  and  would  not  retire  till 
that  regiment  and  all  the  foldiers  that  appeared, 
were  ordered,  and  actually  went,  to  their  bar¬ 
racks  :  after  which,  having  been  allured  by  the 
Lieutenant  Governor,  and  a  number  of  the  civil 
magiftrates  prefent,  that  every  legal  ftep  fhould 
be  taken  to  bring  the  criminals  to  jufticc,  they 
gradually  difperfed.  For  iomc  time  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  things  was  difmal.  The  foldiers  out¬ 
rageous  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  inhabitants 
julfly  incenied  again  ft  them  on  the  other:  both 
parties  feeming  difpofed  to  come  to  action.  In 
this  cafe  the  confequences  would  have  been  ter¬ 
rible.  But  by  the  interpolation  of  his  Honor, 
fome  of  his  Majefty’s  council,  a  number  of  civil 
magiftrates,  and  other  gentlemen  of  weight  and 
influence,  who  all  endeavoured  to  calm  and  pa¬ 
cify  the  people,  and  by  the  two  principal  officers 
interpofing  their  authority  with  regard  to  the 
foldiers,  there  was  happily  no  further  bloodfhcd 
enfued ;  and  by  two  o’clock  the  town  was  re- 
fiored  to  a  tolerable  (fate  of  quiet.  About  that 
time,  Capt.  Prelion,  and  a  few  hours  after,  the 
party  that  had  fired,  were  committed  to  fafe 

cuftody.  b  One 

*  See  bis  Dcpofition. 
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One  happy  cffeft  has  arifen  from  this  melah- 
cholly  affair,  and  it  is  the  general  voice  of  the 
town  and  province  it  may  be  a  lading  one — All 

the  troops  are  removed  from  the  town. - They 

are  quartered  for  the  prelent  in  the  barracks  at 
Cadle-Ifland ;  from  whence  it  is  hoped  they 
will  have  a  fpcedy  order  to  remove  intirely 
out  of  the  province,  together  with  thofe  perfons 
who  were  the  occafion  of  their  coming  hither. 

In  what  manner  this  was  effe&ed,  it  is  not  fo¬ 
reign  from  the  fubjeft  of  this  narrative  to  relate., 

The  morning  after  the  maffacre,  a  town-meet¬ 
ing  was  held  ;  at  which  attended  a  very  great 
number  of  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants 
of  the  town.  They  were  deeply  impreffed  and 
affefted  by  the  tragedy  of  the  preceding  night, 
and  were  unanimotifly  of  opinion,  it  was  incom¬ 
patible  with  their  fafety  that  the  troops  fhould 
remain  any  longer  in  the  town.  In  confequence 
thereof  they  chofe  a  committee  of  fifteen  gentle*- 
men  to  wait  upon  his  Honor  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  in  Council,  to  requeft  of  him  to  iffue 
his  orders  for  the  immediate  iemoval  of  the  troops. 

The  meffage  was  in  thefe  words  : 

'That  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  meeting 
that  the  inhabitants  and  Jbldiery  can  no  longer 
live  together  in  fafety  ;  that  nothing  can  ratio¬ 
nally  be  exported  to  reftore  the  peace  of  the  town 
and  prevent  further  blood  and  carnage ,  but  the 
immediate  removal  of  the  troops  ;  and  that  we 
therefore  mof  fervently  pray  his  Honor ,  that  his 
power  and  influence  may  be  exerted  for  their  in¬ 
fant  removal:  His 
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His  Honor’s  reply,  which  was  laid  before  the 
town  then  adjourned  to  the  old  fouth  meeting- 
houfe,  was  as  follows  : 

Gentlemen , 

lam  extremely  forry  for  the  unhappy  differences 
between  the  inhabitants  and  troops ,  and  efpecially 
for  the  adlion  oj  the  laf  evening ,  and  I  have  ex¬ 
erted  myfelf  upon  that  occafion ,  that  a  due  enquiry 
may  be  made ,  and  that  the  law  may  have  its  courfe • 
I  have  in  council  confulted  with  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  two  regiments  who  are  in  the  town* 
They  have  their  orders  from  the  General  at  New 
York .  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  countermand  thofe 
orders.  'The  Council  have  defined  that  the  two 
regiments  may  be  removed  to  the  Caffle.  From 
the  particular  concern  which  the  2ytb  regiment 
has  had  in  your  differences, Col.  Dalrymple ,  who 
is  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops ,  has  Jig  ni¬ 
ff  ed  that  that  regiment  Jhall  without  delay  be 
placed  in  the  barracks  at  the  c affile,  until  he  can 
fend  to  the  General  and  receive  his  further  orders 
concerning  both  the  regiments ,  and  that  the  main- 
guard Jhall  be  removed,  and  the  1 4 th  regiment  fo 
difpofed,and  laid  under  fuch  reft raint,  that  all  oc¬ 
cafion  of  future  diffurbances  may  be  prevented . 

The  foregoing  reply  having  been  read  and 
fully  confidered — the  queftionwas  put,  Whether 
the  report  be  fatisfaftory  ?  Faded  in  the  Negative 
(only  one  diffentient)  out  of  upwards  of  4000 
voters. 


a 
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A  rcfpcftable  committee  was  then  appointed  to 
wait  on  his  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  and 
inform  him,  that  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
this  meeting ,  that  the  reply  made  to  a  vote  of  the 
inhabitants  prefented  his  JvLonor  in  the  morning, 
is  by  no  means fatisfaftory  ;  and  that  nothing  lefs 
'will  jatisfy,  than  a  total  and  immediate  removal 
of  all  the  troops. 

.  ‘ 

4  he  committee  having  waited  upon  the  Lieut. 
Governor,  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  vote,  laid 
before  the  inhabitants  the  following  vote  of 
Council  received  from  his  Honor. 


His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Board  a  vote  of  the  town  of  Bolfon, 
palled  this  afternoon,  and  then  addreffed  the 
Board  as  follows  r 


Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 

1  lay  before  you  a  vote  of  the  town  of  B  flora 
which  I  have  juft  now  received  from  them,  and 
1  now  ajk  your  advice  what  you  judge  nccejfary 
to  be  done  upon  it.” 

The  C ouncil  thereupon  expreffed  themf elves  to 
le  iinammoiijly  of  opinion,  “  that  it  was  abfolutely 
7i€cejfary  j or  his  Ahije/iy  s  fervice,  the  good  order 
of  the  town ,  and  the  peace  of  the  province,  that 
t:je  troops  Jhoutd  be  immediately  removed  out  of 
the  town  of  Hojlon ,  and  thereupon  advifed  his 
.tic nor  to  communicate  this  advice  of  the  Council 

to 


to  C  ol.  Dairymple,  and  to  pray  that  he  would 
order  the  troops  down  to  Cajlle  William."  The 
committee  alfo  informed  the  town,  that  Col  Da! - 
rymple,  after  having  feen  the  vote  of  Council 
fad  to  the  committee , 

“  That  he  now  gave  his  word  of  honor  that 
he  would  begin  his  preparations  in  the  morning, 
and  that  there  fljould  be  no  unneceffary  delay  until 
the  whole  of  the  two  regiments  were  removed  to 
the  Cajlle.” 

Upon  the  above  rej>ort  being  read,  the  inha¬ 
bitants  could  not  avoid  expreffing  the  high  fa- 
tisfa&ion  it  afforded  them. 

After  rrreafures  were  taken  for  jthe  fecurity 
•of  the  town  in  the  night  by  a  (Irong  military 
watch,  the  meeting  was  dilfolved. 
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the  concluding  Paragraph  of  the  foregoing  Nar- 
Jf  native  it  is  faid,  that  the  "Town-Meeting  was  dif- 
folved  after  the  meafures  were  taken  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  Town  in  the  night,  by  a  ftrong  military  watch. 

Our  implacable  enemies,  in  purfuance  of  their  plan  of 
mifreprefentation,  have  taken  pains  to  mifreprefent  this  moft 
neceflary  meafure,  by  declaring  it  to  have  been  contrary  to 
the  mind  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  againfl  Taw. 

This  matter  will  be  judged  of,  by  {fating  the  fact,  and 
producing  the  Law. 

When  the  Committee,  who  had  waited  on  the  Lieutenant 
Governor,  had  reported  to  the  Town,  that  the  Troops  would 
be  removed  to  Caftle-Ifland,  (at  which  time  it  was  near 
night)  it  was  thought  neceflary  for  the  fafety  of  the  Town, 
and  for  preventing  a  refeue  of  the  perfons  committed  to 
goal  for  firing  upon,  and  killing  a  number  of,  his  Majefty’s 
fubje&s,  that  there  fhould  be  a  military  watch  :  and  divers 
Gentlemen  were  defired  to  take  the  needful  ffeps  for  that 
purpofe.  It  being  then  night,  it  was  impoflible  a  regular  no¬ 
tification  fhould  iflue  from  the  officers  of  the  militia  :  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  refpcdfable  perfons  therefore  offered 
themfelves  voluntiers,  and  did  the  duty  of  a  military  watch 
under  the  dire&ion  of  the  Lieutenant-Colonel,  who  attend¬ 
ed  that  fervice  with  the  approbation  of  the  chief  Colonel  of 
the  Boffon  regiment.  The  next  day,  with  two  of  the  Select¬ 
men  of  the  Town,  the  chief  Colonel  went  to  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  &  they  informed  him  it  was  apprehended  abfolutc- 
3y  neceflary  for  the  fafety  of  theTown,  there  fhould  be  a  mili¬ 
tary  watch  kept  ;  and  that  the  Colonel  then  waited  upon  him 
to  receive  his  orders.  The  Lieutenant  Governor  declined 
giving  any  orders  concerning  it,  but  faid  the  Law  was  clear, 
that  the  Colonel,  as  chief  officer  of  the  regiment,  might  order 
a  military  watch  ;  and  that  he  might  do  about  it  as  he 
thought  fit.  In  confequence  of  this,  and  knowing  the  Law 
gave  him  fuch  a  power,  the  Colonel  ifl'ued  his  orders  for  that 
purpofe,  &  a  regular  watch  was  kept  the  following  night.  The 
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next  day  the  Lieutenant  Governor  fent  for  the  Colonel,  and 
let  him  know,  that  he  was  in  doubt  about  the  legality  of 
the  appointment  of  the  military  watch  :  and  recommended 
to  the  Colonel  to  take  good  advice,  whether  he  had  a  right 
by  Law  to  order  fuch  a  watch. 

This  being  quite  unexpedfed,  occafioned  the  Colonel  to 
exprefs  himfelf  with  fome  fervor.  He  alfo  (aid,  he  had  already 
taken  advice,  and  had  no  doubt  of  his  own  power;  but  had 
the  preceeding  day  waited  upon  his  Honor  as  Commander  in 
Chief  to  receive  his  orders  :  which  as  his  Honor  had  declined 
giving,  and  left  the  matter  with  himfelf,  he  had  appointed  a 
military  watch  :  and  judged  it  a  neceflary  meafure  to  quiet 
the  fears  and  apprehenfions  of  the  town.  The  interview 
ended  with  the  Lieut.  Governor's  recommending  again,  that 
the  Colonel  would  take  care  to  proceed  according  to  law;  and 
without  his  forbidding  a  military  watch. 

This  military  watch  was  continued  every  night,  till  Col. 
Dalrymple  had  caufed  the  two  Regiments  under  his  command 
to  be  removed  to  the  barracks  at  Caftle-Ifland.  During  the 
continuance  of  the  watch,  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  in  their 
turns  attended  every  night  :  and  the  utmoft  order  and  regula¬ 
rity  took  place  through  the  whole  of  it. 

This  is  the  ftate  of  the  upon  which  every  one  is  left  to 
make  his  own  obfervations. 

t  -  f  . 

Now  for  the  Law  :  with  refpedl  to  which  nothing  more  is 
necefTary  than  juft  to  recite  it.  It  runs  thus,  “  That  there 
be  military  watches  appointed  and  kept  in  every  town,  at  fuch 
times,  in  fuch  places,  and  in  fuch  numbers,  and  under 
fuch  regulation,  as  the  chief  military  officers  of  each  town 
fhall  appoint,  or  as  they  may  receive  orders  from  the  chief 
officer  of  the  regiment.”* — This  needs  no  comment.  It 
clearly  authorizes  the  chief  officer  of  the  regiment  to  appoint 
military  watches.  'The  late  military  watch  in  Bofton  being 
founded  oil  fuch  an  appointment  was  therefore  according 
to  Law. 

I 

*  See  a  Law  of  the  Province  for  regulating  the  Militia,  made  in 

the  5th  year  of  William  and  Mary,  Chap.  7.  Sedh  10. 


APPENDIX 


Containing  the  feveralDepofitions  referred 
to  in  the  preceeding  Narrative  ;  and 
alfo  other  Depoiitions  relative  to  the 
Subject  of  it. 


I  (No.  i.) 

John  Wilme  of  lawful  age,  teftify  that  about  ten  days  be¬ 
fore  the  late  maffacre,  Chriftopher  Rumbly  of  the  14th 
regiment  was  at  my  houfe  at  the  north  part  of  the  town,  with 
ftindry  other  foldiers  ;  and  he  the  faidRumbly  did  talk  very  much 
againft  the  town,  and  faid  if  there  Jhould  be  any  interruption , 
that  the  grenadiers  company  was  to  march  tip  Kinq-Jireet ;  and 
that  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  would  join  with  them,  the  wo¬ 
men  fhould  be  fent  to  the  caftle,  or  fome  other  place  ;  and 
that  he  had  been  in  many  a  battle  ;  and  that  he  did  not  know 
but  he  snight  be  foon  in  one  here  ;  and  that  if  he  was,  he  would 
level  his  piece  fo  as  not  to  mifs  ;  and  faid  that  the  blood  would 
foon  run  in  theStrects  of  Bofkm  ;  and  that  one  Sumner  of  the 
fame  regiment  did  fay  that  he  came  here  to  make  his 
fortune  ;  and  that  he  w@uld  as  foon  fight  for  one  King  as  ano¬ 
ther  ;  and  that  the  two  gaps  would  be  hop’d,  faid  one  of  the 
foldiers  ;  and  that  they  would  foon  fweep  the  fireets  of  B  of  on. 

And  further  faith,  that  he  heard  a  foldier's  wife,  named 
Eleanor  Park  fary, that  if  there  fhould  be  any  difturbance  in  the 
town  of  Bofton,and  that  if  any  of  the  people  were  wounded,  l*he 
would  take  a  hone  in  her  handkerchief  &  beat  their  brains  out, 
and  plunder  the  rebels — And  further  I  fay  not.  JOHN  WILME . 
Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton ,  March  21,  1770.  John  Wilme  above- 
named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  theTruth 
of  the  aforefaid  dJjfidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  Thing. 

Beforcy  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  &  of  the  Quorum. 
And,  John  Hjll,  Jus.  Peace. 


No. 


i  2  } 

(No.  2.) 

I  Sarah  Wilme  of  lawful  age.teftify  that  about  ten  days  be~ 
fore  the  late  maffacre,  Chriftopher  Rumbly  of  the  14th 
regiment  was  at  our  houfe  at  the  north  part  of  the  town, with 
fundryoth«r  foldiers ;  &  he  the  faidRumbly  did  talk  very  much 
againft  the  town,  and  faid  if  there  lhould  be  any  interruption, 
that  the  grenadiers  company  was  to  march  up  King-ftrcet  ; 
and  that  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  would  join  with  them,  the 
women  fhould  be  fent  to  the  caftle  or  fome  other  place ;  and 
that  he  had  been  in  many  a  battle  ;  and  that  he  did  not  know 
but  he  might  be  foonin  one  here  ;  and  that  if  he  was,  he  would 
level  his  piece  fo  as  not  to  ?nifs  ;  and  faid  that  the  blood  would 
foon  run  in  thcfrcets  of  Bojlon  ;  and  that  one  Sumner  of  the 
fame  regiment  did  fay  that  he  came  here  to  make  his  fortune, 
and  that  he  would  as  foon  fight  for  one  King  as  another  ;  and 
that  the  two  gaps  would  be  hop’d  faid  one  of  the  foldiers  ;  and 
that  they  would  foon  fweep  the  Jlreets  of  Bojlon.  And  further 
**aith  not.  SARAH  WILME. 

Suffolk,  £  Bojlon ,  March  21,  1770.  Sarah  Wilme  above- 
named ',  after  due  examination,  made  oath  to  the  Truth 
of  the  aforefaid  Affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re - 
membrance  of  the  Thing. 

Before ,  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  &  of  the  Quoruna. 
And,  John  Tudor,  Juftice  Peace. 

^  .  (No.  3*) 

T  David  Cockran  of  Jawful  age,  teftlfy  that  I  went  to  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  John  Wilme  to  payhimavifit  in  the  evening 
about  ten  days  before  the  late  maiTacre,and  there  I  found  4  or 
5  foldiers,  and  after  fome  time  the  faid  Wilme  told  me  not  to 
be  out  in  the  night  of  fuch  a  day  (though  I  cannot  pofitively 
fay  what  day)  whereupon  I  afked  him  what  he  meant,  and  he 
told  snethat  there  would  be  difiurbances ,or  words  to  that  effett'% 
and  that  one  of  faid  foldiers  took  me  by  the  arm,  and  faid  the 
blood  would  foon  run  in  the  Jlreets  of  Bojton.  And  further 
faith  not.  his 

Attejl.  Elisha  Story.  David  <5  Cockran. 

Mark. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bojlon ,  March  21,  1770.  David  Cockran  above- 
named,  after  due  examination,  rnade  oath  to  the  Truth 
of  the  aforefaid  Affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  Th.ng. 

Before ,  John  R  uddock,  Tuft.  Peace  &  of  the  Quorum. 
And,  John  Hill,  Jus.  Peace. 


No., 
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(No.  4.) 

*T7ILLIAM  NEWHALL,  living  in  fifh-ftreet,  of  lawful 

V  V  age,  teftifies  and  fays,  that  on  Thurfday  night,  bein^ 
the  firft  of  March  inftant,  between  the  market  and  Juftict 
Quincey  s,  he  met  four  foldiers  of  the  29th  regiment,  all  un¬ 
arm  d,  and  that  he  heard  them  fay,  there  •was  a  great  many 
that  •would  eat  their  dinners  on  monday  next ,  that  fbould  not 
eat  any  on  tuefday.  WILLIAM  NEWHALL. 

Suffolk,  If.  BoJlon,  March  21,1770.  WilliamNewhalUW- 
named ,  after  due  examination,  made  oath  to  theTruth 
of  the  aforefaid  Affidavit ,  takeji  to  perpetuate  the  re- 
7ne?nbrance  of  the  Thing. 

Before ,  John  Ruddock,  juft.  Peace&  of  the  Quorum. 

And,  John  Hill,  Jus.  Peace. 

(No.  5.) 

|  Nicholas  Fenter,  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  on  Friday  the 
fecond  inftant,  about  half  after  u  o’clock,  A.  M.  a  foldier 
of  the  29th  regiment  came  to  Mr.  John  Gray’s  ropewalks, 
and  looking  into  one  of  the  windows  laid,  By  God  id/  have 
fatisfaftion  !  with  many  other  oaths  ;  at  the  laft  he  faid 
he  was  not  afraid  of  any  one  in  the  ropewalks.  I  ftept 
out  of  the  window  and  fpeedily  knock’d  up  his  heels.  On 
falling  his  coat  flew  open,  and  a  naked  fword  appeared,  which 
one  John  Willfon  following  me  out  took  from  him,  and  bro’t 
into  the  ropewalks.  The  foldier  then  went  to  Green’s  bar¬ 
rack,  and  in  about  twenty  minutes  return’d  with  8  or  9  more 
foldiers  armed  with  clubs,  and  began  as  I  was  told  with  three 
or  four  men  in  Mr.  Gray’s  warehoufe,  afking  them  why  they 
had  aba  led  the  foldier  aforefaid  ?  Thefe  men  in  the  ware¬ 
houfe  palled  the  word  down  the  walk  for  the  hands  to  come 
up,  which  they  did,  and  foon  beat  them  OS'.  In  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  the  foldiers  appeared  again  at  the  fame  place,  reinforced 
to  the  number  ot  30  or  40,  armed  •wit h  clubs  and  cut lajfcs ,  and 
headed  by  a  tall  negro  drummer  with  a  cutlafs  chained  to  his 
body,  with  which  at  Hrft  rencounter  I  received  a  cut  on  the 
head,  but  being  immediately  fupported  by  nine  or  ten  more 
of  the  rope- makers,  armed  with  their  wouldring  fticks,  wc  a- 
gain  beat  them  off.  And  further  I  fay  not. 

NICHOLAS  FERITER. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bof  on,  March  20,  1770.  Nicholas  Feriter  above - 
mentioned,  after  due  examination ,  wade  oath  to  the 
aforefaid  Affidavit,  take?i  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  Thing. 

Before,  John  Ruddock,  Jus.  Peace  &  of  the  Quorum. 

And,  John  Hill,  Jus.  Peace.  Ho. 


I  4  ] 

(No.  6.) 

I  Jeffrey  Richardfqn,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and  fay,  that  on' 
Friday  the  fecond  inftant,  about  eleven  o’clock,  A.  M. 
eight  or  ten  foldiers  of  the  29th  regiment,  armed  with  clubs, 
came  to  Mr.  John  Gray’s  rope-walks,  and  challenged  all  the 
rope-makers  to  come  out  and  fight  them.  —  All  the  hands  then 
prefent  to  the  number  of  13  or  14,  turn’d  out  with  their 
wouldring  hicks,  and  beat  them  off  directly.  They  very  fpee- 
dily  returned  to  the  ropewalk,  reinforced  to  the  number  of 
thirty  or  forty,  and  headed  by  a  tall  negro  drummer,  again 
challenged  them  out,  which  the  fame  hands  accepting,  again 
beat  them  off  with  Gonffderable  bruifes.  And  further  I  fay 
not.  JEFFREY  RICHARDSON. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bojfon,  March  19,  1770.  Jeffrey  Richardfon 
above-named ,  after  due  examination,  made  oath  to 
the  Truth  of  the  above  Affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  Thing. 

Before ,  Ri:  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  &  of  the  Quorum. 

And,  John  Hill,  Jus.  Peace. 

(N°.  7.) 

JOHN  Fifher,  of  lawful  age,  teftifies  and  faith,  that  on  the 
fecond  day  of  March,  between  eleven  and  twelve  o’clock, 
A.  M.  he  faw  about  fix  foldiers  going  towards  Mr.  JohnGray’s 
rope-walk,  fome  with  clubs  ;  they  had  not  been  there  long, 
before  they  returned  quicker  than  they  went  and  retreated 
into  their  barracks, and  bro’t  out  the  light  infantry  company, 
with  many  others,  and  went  againft  the  rope  makers  again  ; 
bat  were  loon  beat  off  as  far  as  Green’s-lane,  the  foldiers  fol¬ 
lowing  and  chafing  many  perlons  they  could  fee  in  the  lane 
with  their  clubs,  and  endeavoring  to  ftrike  them,  when  a  cor¬ 
poral  came  and  ordered  them  into  the  barracks. — And  further 
faith  that  on  Saturday  the  third  inftant,  he  faw  the  foldiers 
making  clubs  ;  and  by  what  he  could  underftand  from  their 
coilveiiation,  they  were  deter  milled  to  have  fat  is  faftiGn  by  Mon¬ 
day.  And  further  faith  not.  JOHN  FISHER. 

Suffolk,  ff.  B often ,  March  17,  1770.  John  Fifher  above - 

named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  c]  ruth 
of  the  above  Affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  Thir,v. 

O 

Before,  Ri:  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  &  of  tire  Quorum. 
Arid,  Sam,  Plmbsrtcx,  Juft.  Peacs* 

No* 
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(No.  8.) 

J  JOjlN  Hill,  aged  fixty-nine,  teftify,  that  in  the  forenoon  of 
Friday  the  fecond  of  March  current,  I  was  at  a  houfe  the 
corner  of  a  paffiage  way  leading  from  Atkinfon’s-ftreet  to  Mra 
John  Gray’s  rope-walks,  near  Green’s  barracks  fo  called* 
when  I  faw  eight  or  ten  foldiers  pafs  the  vrindow  with  clubs. 

I  immediately  got  up  and  went  to  the  door,  and  found  them 
returning  from  the  ropewalks  to  the  barracks.  Whence  they 
again  very  fpeedily  re-appeared, now  increafed  to  the  number 
oi  thirty  or  forty,  armed  with  clubs  and  other  weapons.  In 
this  latter  company  was  a  tall  negro  drummer,  to  whom  I 
called,  you  black  rafeal,  what  have  you  to  do  with  white  peo¬ 
ple’s  quarrels  ?  He  anfwered,  I  fuppofe  I  may  look  on,  and 
went  forward.  /  n vent  out  direftly  and  commanded  the  peace> 
telling  the?n  I  nr  as  in  commijjion  ;  but  they  not  regarding  vie , 
knock  d  donrn  a  ropemaker  in  my  pre fence ,  and  tnro  or  three  of 
tnem  beating  him  nrit h  clubs ,  I  endeavoured  to  relieve  him  \  but 
on  approaching  the  fellenvs  nrho  nrere  mauling  him ,  one  of  them 
<\vitb  a  great  club  Jlruck  at  7?ie  nrith  fuch  violence ,  that  had  I 
not  happily  avoided  it  might  have  been  fatal  to  me.  The  party 
laft  mentioned  rufhed  in  towards  the  rope-w^alks,  and  attacked 
the  rope-makers  nigh  the  tar-kettle,  but  were  foon  beat  off, 
drove  out  of  the  panage-way  by  which  they  entered,  and  were 
follow  ed  by  the  rope-makers,  whom  I  perjuaded  to  go  back, 
and  they  readily  obeyed.  And  further  I  fay  not. 

JOHN  HILL. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Boflon,  March  19,  1 770.  John  Hill,  Efq ; 

above-named,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the 
Truth  of  the  aferefaid  Affidavit,  taker:  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  Thing. 

Before  J  ^I:  H a n a,  ?  Juflices  of  the  Peace  and 

5  John  Ruddock.  $  of  the  Quorum. 

(No.  9.) 

j  JOHN  Gray,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and  fay,  that  on  the 
Saturday  preceeding  the  maffiacre  on  the  Monday  evening 
of  the  fth  inftant,  Middleton  the  chimney- fweeper  being  at 
my  houfe,  faid  to  my  maid,  as  Ihe  informed  me,  that  he  was 
well  acquainted  wuth  the  foldiers,  and  they  had  determined  to 
have  their  revenge  of  the  rope-w^alk  people  ;  being  alarmed 
with  this  news,  I  determined  to  fee  Col.Dalrymple  onMonday 
morning.  At  fabbath  noon  I  was  furpriz’d  at  hearing  that 
Col.  Carr,  and  his  officers  had  enter’d  my  rope- walk,  open’d 
the  windows,  doors,  See.  giving  out  that  they  were  fe arching 
for  a  dead  ferjeant  of  their  regiment  ;  this  put  me  upon  im¬ 
mediately  waiting  upon  Col.Dalrymple,  to  yv  homl  related 

wbu 


[  *  ] 

I 

I  under  flood  had  pa/Ied  at  the  rope*walk  days  before, 
lit  reply  d  it  was  much  the  fame  as  he  had  heard  from  his 
^people  ;  but  fays  he,  ,c  your  mail  was  the  aggreffor  in  affront** 
sng  one  of  my  people,  by  afking  him  if  he  wanted  to  work, and 
*  re^'ng  him  to  clean  his  little-houfe.”  For  this  expreflioa 

I  dil miffed  my  journeyman  on  the  Monday  morning  following  • 
and  further  faid,  I  would  do  all  in  my  power  to  prevent  my 
peoples  giving  them  any  affront  in  future.  He  then  affur’d 
me,  he  had, and  fhould  do  everything  in  his  power  to  keen  his 
foldiers  in  order,  and  prevent  their  any  more  entering  mv  in- 
clofore.  Prefen tly  alter,  Col.  Carr  came  in,  and  afked  Col. 
Dalrymple  What  they  foould  do,  for  they  were  daily  lofmg 
their  men;  that  three  of  his  grenadiers  paffing  quietly 
by  the  rope- walks  were  greatly  abus’d,  and  one  of  them  fo 
jnuch  beat  that  he  would  die.  He  then  faid  he  had  been 
learching  for  a  ferjeant  who  had  been  murder’d  ;  upon  which, 
1  laid,  }  es  Colonel,  I  hear  you  have  been  fearching  for  him 
in  my  rope- walks  ;  and  afked  him,  wThether  that  ferjeant  had 
been  in  the  affray  there  on  the  Friday;  he  reply’d,  no  :  for 
he  was  fee n  on  the  Saturday.  I  then  afked  him,  how  he  could 
think  of  looking  for  him  in  my  walks;  and  that  had  he  apply ’d 
to  me,  I  would  have  waited  on  him,  and  opened  every  apart¬ 
ment  1  had  for  his  fatisfa&ion.  JOHN  GRAY. 

Suffolk,  ff.  B  oft  on,  March  22,  1770.  John  Gray  above  named 
after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above-w?  it  ten  affidavit.  Taken  to  perpetuate  the 
Remembrance  of  the  Thing. 

Before ,  Ri:Dana  Juflice  of  thePeace and  of  theQuorura. 

And,  John  Hill,  Jus.  Peace. 

(No.  10.) 

A  Rchibald  McNeil,  jun.  cf  lawful  age,  teflifies  and  fays, 
that  on  Saturday  the  third  inftant,  about  half  an  hour 
after  four  in  the  uiternoon,  the  deponent  with  two  apprentices 
Were  fpmnmg  at  the  low'cr  end  of  Mr.  McNeiPs  ropewalk, 
three  flout  grenadiers,  armed  with  bludgeons,  came  to  them, 
ar.d  addrefiing  the  deponent  faid.  You  damn'd  dogs,  don't  you  de~ 
five  to  he  kill  d  ?  Are  you  ft  to  die  P  T  he  deponent  and  com¬ 
pany  being  quite  unarmed  g,;ve  no  anfwer.  James  Bayley,  a 
feafaring  young  man,  coming  up,  faid  to  the  deponent,  &c. 
Why  did  you  not  anfwer  ?  One  of  the  grenadiers,  named 
Dixfon,  hearing  him.  came  up  to  Bayley  and  afked  him  if  he 
was  minded  to  vindicate  the  caufe?  Bayley  alfo  unarmed  did 
not  anfwer  till  James  Young  came  up,  who,  tho’  equally  na¬ 
ked,  faid  to  the  grenadier,  Damn  it,  I  know  what  a  foldier  is. 

That 


\ 
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That  grenadier  flood  ftill,  and  the  other  who  had  threatened 
the  deponent  came  up  and  (truck  at  him,  w  hich  Young  fended 
off  with  h  is  arms,  and  then  turning  aimed  a  blow  at  the  depo¬ 
nent,  which  had  it  reached  might  probably  have  been  fat^L 

Patrick - — — ,  Mr.  Winter  CaiePs  journeyman,  feeing  the 

affray,  went  into  the  tan-houfe,  and  bringing  out  two  batt* 
gave  one  to  a  byftander,  who  together  with  Patrick  foon 
cleared  the  walk  of  them,  and  further  faith  not, 

ARCHIBALD  McNEIL. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  17.1770.  Archibald  McNeil  above 
named ,  after  due  examinatoin ,  made  oatb  to  the  above  affi '+ 
davit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 
Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No.  11.) 

JYTAry  Thayer  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that  on  Sab- 
^  **■  bath  day  evening,  the  4th  current,  a  foldier  of  the  29th 
named  Charles  Malone,  came  into  Mr.  Amos  Thayer’s  houfe, 
brother  to  the  deponent,  and  fent  a  young  lad  belonging  to 
Mr.  Thayer  up  Hairs  to  his  rmfter,  defiring  him  to  come 
down  to  him.  Mr.  Thayer  reiufed  to  come  down  or  have 
any  thing  to  fay  to  him.  The  deponent  going  down  on  other 
occafion,  faid  (he  would  hear  what  the  foldier  had  to  fay. 
And  coming  to  the  foldier  told  him  her  brother  was  engaged. 
The  foldier  faid,y^r  brother  as  you  call  h:m  is  a  7nan  I  have 
a  very  great  regard  for,  and  came  here  to  defer  e  him  10  keep  in 
the  houfe  and  not  be  out,  for  there  would  be  a  great  deal  of  aijiur- 
bance  and  llood  between  that  time  and  i  ueflay  night  at  1 2  d  cIock. 
He  repeatedly  faid  he  had  a  greater  regard  for  Mr.  I  hayer 
than  any  one  in  Bofton,  and  on  that  account  came  to  defire 
him  to  keep  in  the  houfe,  which  if  he  did  there  would  be  no  dan¬ 
ger.  Alter  repeating  the  above  frequently,  he  even  turned  at 
the  door,  and  (aid  my  name  is  Charles  Malone,  your  brother 
knows  me  well,  and  infilled  very  carneftly  that  the  deponent 
would  not  negledl  informing  her  brother,  and  further  faith 
not.  MARY  THAYER. 

Suffolk,  ff  Bofton,  March  17.  1770.  Mary  Thayer  above- 
named,  after  due  examination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  tht 
thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace* 

F  %  l  Mary 


i 
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(No.  12.) 

Mary  Brailsford  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  declare,  that  on 
A  Sunday  evening  the  4th  inftant,  a  perfon  knocked  at  the 
door  of  Mr.  1  hayer’s  houfe;  Mr.  Thayer’s  lad  went  to  fee 
who  it  was,  the  boy  went  tip  (fairs  to  his  matter  and  the  fol- 
dier  came  into  the  room  where  I  then  was,  Mifs  Mary  Thayer 
and  the  boy  came  down  ftairs  into  the  fame  room.  Mifs 
ihayer  told  the  foldier,  her  brother  was  engaged  and  could 
not  be  fpoke  with,  he  (aid  4£  your  brother  as  you  call  him  i\  a  man 
I  have  a  great  regard  for,  and  I  came  on  purpofe  to  tell  him  to  keep 
vi  hi i  houfe,  for  before  T veflay  night  next  at  twe‘'je  o'clock  there  will 
y  a  great  deal  of  blood  foe  d, and  a  great  many  lives  lojlf  and  added, 
tnat  he  came  out  of  particular  regard  to  her  brother  to  advife  him  to 
K£eP  in  his  houfe  for  then  he  would  be  out  of  harms  way ,  he  fa  id 
'  our  brother  knows  me  very  well, my  name  is  CharlesMalone, 
he  then  went  away.  And  further  faith  not, 

her 

MARY  M  BRAIL3FORD, 
Attett,  Wm.  Palfrey.  '  Mark. 

Suffolk,  fT.  Button,  March  17.  1770.  Mary  Brailsford  above- 
named,  after  due  examination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  above-written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Jutt.  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 

(No.  13  ) 

IoTa  Copehnd  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  declare,  that  on 
Sunday  evening  the  4th  inftant,  a  fold  er  named  Malone, 
came  to  the  houfe  of  my  matter,  Mr.  AmosThaver,  and  afked 
(or  the  young  man  that  lived  in  the  houfe.  I  afked  him  what 
young  man  he  meant  ;  he  faid,  the  young  man  a  carpenter, 

I  tuppofing  he  meant  my  matter,  told  him  he  was  up  ftairs. 
He  then  afked  me  to  go  and  call  him,  and  faid  he  wanted  to 
fpeak  with  him  :  I  then  went  up  and  told  my  maftertbat  Ma¬ 
lone  was  below  and  wanted  to  fpeak  with  him.  My  matter 
told  me  to  tell  him  he  was  engaged  and  could  not  go  down, 
and  faid  if  he  had  any  thing  to  fay  he  mutt  fay  it  to  his  fitter 
Mifs  Mary  Thayer.  I  then  went  down  and  heard  faid  Ma¬ 
lone  faying  to  Mifs  Thayer.  46  I  would  have  him  keep  in  for 
I  have  a  greater  regard  for  Mr.  Thayer  than  for  any  other  per¬ 
fon  in  town,”  and  added,  /  would  have  him  keep  in  bis  own 
plaoe ,  for  by  'Vuefday  night  next  before  twelve  d clock  there  will  be  a 
freest  many  hoes  lfl3  aad  $  great  deal  cf  blood  Jked^  which  he  re¬ 
peated 
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p  eat  ed fever  at  times .  As  he  was  going  out  of  the  door  he  turn* 
ed  back  and  faid  Mr.  Thayer  knew  him  very  well,  and  had 
drank  with  him,  that  his  name  was  Charles  Malone.  And 
further  faith  not.  ASA  COPELAND. 

Suffolk,  ff  Bofton,  March  ly.  ijyo.  Afa  Copeland  above- 
named^  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  above  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  14.) 

T  John  Brailsford  of  lawful  age  teftify,that  on  Monday  even- 
-*  ing  the  5th  inftant  as  I  was  pafting  by  the  centry  at  Col. 
Da'rymple’s  houfe  in  Green’s  Lane,  I  ^fked  a  foldier  named 
Swan  of  the  29th  regiment,  what  was  the  reafon  of  their  peo¬ 
ple’s  going  about  armed  with  clubs  in  fuch  a  manner,  and 
troubling  the  towns  people.  Swan  told  n\e  you  will  fee ,  you  had 
better  go  home ,  and  more  to  the  fame  purpofe.  When  the  gun» 
were  fired  I  returned  back  and  afked  Swan  what  that  could 
mean  ;  Swan  waving  his  head,  faid  it’s  the  guards,  there  is  no 
fliot  there  :  You  had  better  go  home ,  and  by  all  his  behaviour 
and  difeourfe  he  manifefted  his  full  acquaintance  with  the 
whole  affair, and  further  faith  not.  JOHN  BRAILSFORD. 
Suffolk,  ft'.  Bofton,  March  21.  1770.  John  Brail  ford  above- 
named,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  above-written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  tiring. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(Mo.  15  ) 

Athaniel  Noyes  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that  on 
A  laft  Sabbath  evening,  the  4th  day  of  March  current,  a 
little  after  dark,  he  faw  five  or  fix  foldiers  of  the  14th  and  29th 
regiments,  each  of  them  with  clubs,  pafting  thro’  Fore-ftreet, 
and  heard  them  fay,  that  if  they  faw  any  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  town  out  in  the  ftreet  after  nine  o’clock,  they  fwore  byGod, 
they  would  knock  them  downt  be  they  who  they  will. 

NATH.  NOYES. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  16.  177 0.  Nathaniel  Noyes  above- 
named,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  above-written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing. 

^efore  Ri.  D  ana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Juft.  Peace.  Richard 


[  IO  ] 

(No.  16.) 

T>  Xchard  Ward,  of  lawful  age,  does  teftify  and  fay,  that  on 
^  the  Lord’s-day  evening  preceeding  the  fifth  day  of  March 
inftant,  about  dufk,  he  went  to  fee  one  Mr.  Dines  (Who 
is  a  foldier  in  the  twenty-ninth  regiment,  and  who  worked, 
when  he  was  not  upon  duty,  in  Mr.  John  Piemont  Peruke- 
maker’s  fhop  with  the  deponent  a  journeyman  tofaidPiemonr) 
the  faid  Dines  lives  near  the  barracks  at  New-JBofton  ;  when 
your  deponent  was  there,  he  heard  one  of  the  officers  of  the  faid 
7.()fh  regiment  fay  to  the  ferjeants^Dont  let  any  of  your  people  go  out 
unlefs  there  be  eight  or  ten  together .  RICHARD  WARD. 

Suffolk,  fT.  Bofton,  March  16.  1770.  Richard  Ward  above- 
named^  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  above-written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  tl>e  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  17.) 

JAne  Ufher  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that  about  nine 
ot  the  clock  in  the  morning  of  Monday  the  filth  day  of 
March  current,  {he  being  in  the  front  chamber  of  the  houfe  of 
John  Scollay,  Efq;  on  Dock-fquare  ;  from  the  window  faw 
two  perfons  in  the  habit  of  foldiers,  one  of  whom  being  on 
horfe  back  appeared  to  be  an  ofticer’s  fervant :  The  perfon  on 
the  horfe  firfl  fpoke  to  the  other,  but  what  he  faid  fhe  is  not 
able  to  fay,  tho’  the  window  was  open,  and  fhe  not  more  than 
twenty  feet  diftant ;  the  other  replied,  he  hoped  he  Jhould  fee 
hlood  enough  fpilt  before  morning .  JANE  USHER. 

Suffolk,  ff  Bofton,  March  16.  1770.  Jane  Ufljer  above- 
named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  io  the  truth  of 
the  above  written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

Jo hh  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  18.) 

MAtthew  Adams  (living  with  Mr.  John  Arnold)  being  of 
lawful  age,  teftifies  and  fays,  that  on  Monday  evening 
the  fifth  day  of  March  inftant,  between  the  hours  of  feven  and 
eight  of  the  clock,  he  went  to  the  houfe  of  corporal  Perfhal  , 
of  the  twenty  ninth  regiment,  near  Quaker-lane,  where  he  faw 
the  corporal  and  his  wife,  with  one  of  the  filers  of  laid  regi^ 
ment  ;  when  he  had  got  what  he  went  for,  and  was  coming 
away  >  the  corporal  called  him  back,  and  defired  him  with  great 

earne/lnefi 


over^  and  not  be  a brood  on  any  account  that  night  in  particular  ^ j of 
the  foldters  were  determined  to  be  revenged  on  the  ropewalk  people ; 
and  that  much  mifehief  would  be  done ;  upon  which  the  fifer 
(about  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of  age)  faid  he  hoped  in  God 
they  would  burn  the  town  down  ;  on  this  he  left  the  houfe,  and 
the  laid  corporal  called  after  hiVn  again,  and  begg’d  he  would 
mind  what  he  had  laid  to  him,  and  further  faith  not. 


Matthew  adams. 


Suffolk,  fT.  Boflon,  March  20.  1770.  Matthew  Adams  above 
named^after  due  examination^made  oath  to  the  truth  oftheafore - 
faid  affidavit  Jaken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  -19.) 

Aleb  Swan,  of  lawful  age,  teftifies  and  fays,  that  laft  Mon¬ 
day  night,  the  5th  of  March  1770,  being  at  Mr. Sample’s 
door,  at  the  north  part  of  the  town  near  the  north  battery,  at 
the  time  of  the  bells  ringing  for  fire,  he  heard  a  woman’s  voice, 
whom  he  knew  to  be  the  fuppofed  wife  of  one  Montgomery, 
a  grenadier  of  the  twenty-ninth  regiment,  (landing  at  her  door, 
and  heard  her  fay  it  was  not  fire  ;  the  town  was  too  haughty 
and  too  proud  ;  that  many  of  their  arfes  would  be  laid  low  before 
the  morning  :  Upon  which  Sufanna  Cathcart  faid  to  her,  I  hope 
your  hufband  will  be  killed.  On  which  the  woman  replied. 
My  hufband  is  able  and  will  ftand  his  ground. 


CALEB  SWAN. 


Suffolk,  fT.  Bofton  March  21.  1770.  Caleb  Swan  above-named^ \ 
after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing . 
Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 


John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  20.) 

Swanfborough,  of  lawful  age,  teftifies  and  fays. 


that  a  free  woman,  named  Black  Peg,  who  has  kept 
much  with  the  foldiers,  on  hearing  the  difturbance  on  Monday 
evening  the  fifth  inftant,  laid.  The  foldiers  were  not  to  be  trod 
upon  by  the  inhabitants ,  but  would  know  before  morning ,  whether 
they  or  the  inhabitemts  were  to  be  majlcrs.  Since  which  time,  the 
faid  Black  Peg  has  fold  off  her  houfhold  fluff  and  left  the  town, 
on  her  hearing  what  (he  had  faid  before,  was  given  in  to  the 


committee  of  enquiry. 


her 


Margaret  4*  Swanfborough, 
mark. 


Suffolk, 


I 
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Suffolk,  fT.  Bofton,  March  20.  1770.  Margaret  Swanjbotougb 
aforenamed ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the 
truth  of  the  a  for ej 'aid  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  &  of  theQuorum* 
Belcher  Noyes,  Juftice  o’Peace. 

_  _  (No.  21.) 

jD  Obert  Pierpont  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that  going 
to  fee  a  Tick  neighbour  between  the  hours  of  feven  and 
eight  on  Monday  evening  the  fifth  current,  two  foldiers  arm’d, 
ene  with  a  broad  fword,  the  other  with  a  dub  palled  him 
near  the  hay  market,  going  towards  the  town-houfe,  feeming 
in  great  hafte.  In  a  few  minutes  they  returned  and  hallowed 
very  loud,  Colonel.  Before  the  deponent  reached  Mr.  Weft’s 
houfe,  where  he  was  going,  they  palled  him  again,  joined  by 
another,  with  a  blue  furtout,  who  had  a  bayonet  with  which 
he  gave  the  deponent  a  back-handed  ftroke,  apparently  more 
to  affront  than  hurt  him.  On  complaint  of  this  treatment, 
he  faid,  the  deponent  Jhould  foon  hear  more  of  it,  and  threatned  him 
very  hard ,  and  further  faith  not.  ROB.  PIERFONT. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  16.  1770.  Robert  Pierpont ,  above 
named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  above  written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  22.) 

JOhn  Brown  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that  coming 
homewards  about  nine  of  the  clock  on  Monday  evening 
the  fifth  current,  he  fell  in  with  Nathaniel  Bofworth,  and 
walking  flowly  together,  a  little  to  the  fouthward  of  Liberty- 
tree  fo  called,  they  met  a  parcel  of  foldiers  about  fix  or  feven 
in  number,  walking  very  faft  into  town,  one  of  the  foremoft 
faid,  damn  you  Jiand  out  of  the  ivay ,  and  ftruck  the  deponent  a 
blow  on  the  breaft,  which  made  him  ftagger  and  fall  nearly  to 
the  ground,  tho’  he  had  fbcared  out  of  the  way.  The  foldiers 
prelfed  along  cufing  and  damning ,  towards  the  town-houfe 
with  naked  bayonets  in  their  hands.  JOHN  BROWN. 
Suffolk,  ft'.  Bofton,  March  17.  1770.  'John  Brown,  -above - 
named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  above  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing.  v 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum* 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace.  I  William 


/ 
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The  following  Depofition  fliould  have  immediately  preceeded 
No.  5. 

(No.  23.) 

C  Amuel  Bofiwick,  of  lawful  age,  teftifies  and  fays,  that  on 
Friday  the  fecond  inflant,  between  10  and  II  o’clock  in 
the  forenoon,  three  foldiers  of  the  29th  regiment,  came  up 
Mr.  Gray’s  ropewalk,  and  William  Green,  one  of  the  hands, 
fpoke  to  one  of  them,  faying,  Soldier,  will  you  work  ?  The 
foldier  replied,  Yes.  Green  faid,  then  go  and  clean  my  f — t- 
houfe.  7'he  foldier  fwore  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  that  he  would 
have  recompence,  and  tarried  a  good  while  (wearing  at  Green, 
who  took  no  further  notice  of  him,  and  then  went  off,  and 
foon  after  returned  to  the  ropewalk  with  a  party  of  thirty  or 
forty  foldiers,  headed  by  a  tall  negro  drummer,  and  challenged 
the  ropemakers  to  come  out.  All  hands  then  prefent,  being 
about  13  or  j 4,  turn’d  out  and  beat  them  off,  confiderably 
bruifed.  And  further  faith  not. 

SAMUEL  BOSTWICK. 

Suffolk,  ff  Bofton,  March  19.  1770.  Samuel  Bcjl wick ^  above- 
named,  after  due  examination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  above  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juff.  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juf.  Peace. 

(No.  24.) 

I  William  Tyler,  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify  and  fay,  that  on 
the  evening  of  the  fifth  of  March,  a  little  after  nine  o’clock, 
as  I  was  coming  up  kingflreet,  juft  before  I  got  to  thecufiorn- 
hnufe  /  fait)  the  centinel  running  after  a  boy ,  and  immediately  heard 
him  cry  out  as  too"  in  great  dijirejs .  I  afked  the  boy  what  v/as 
the  matter,  he  told  me  tl,e  centinel  bad  /truck  him  with  his  gun 
and  bayonet  becaufe  he  afk’J  Capt.  Goldfinch  for  fume  money 
that  he  owed  him.  The  centinel  faid  that  he  fhould  not  ufe 
an  officer  ili  in  the  firect.  Soon  after  the  boy  left  the  centinei 
and  went  away,  and  immediately  ten  or  twelve  foldiers  came 
running  up  Silfby’s  alley,  crying  out,  where  are  your  Sons  of 
Liberty  ?  and  went  from  thence  to Cornhill.  i  further  tefidy 
that  when  the  above  complaint  was  made  of  the  centinci’s  fin¬ 
king  the  barber’s  boy,  there  wer e.  few  people  in  the  {li  cet.  1  fan) 
but  five  or  fix  about  them ,  who  immediately  difperfcd,  I  then  left 
Kingflreet  and  went  up  to  Cornhill* 

6  WILLIAM  TYLER. 

G  Suffolk, 


Suffolk,  ff  Bofton,  March  21.  1770.  William  Tyler,  above- 
named.  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  aforefaid  affidavit,  taken  ter  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing, 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace, 

(No.  25.) 

TjEnry  Bafs  oflawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that  going  from 
his  houfe  in  Winter-ftreet,  on  Monday  evening  the  fifth 
of  March,  to  fee  a  friend  in  the  neighbourhood  of  theRev. Dr. 
Coopers  meeting-houfe ;  that  the  bell  was  ringing  for  nine 
o  clock  when  he  came  out  of  his  houfe,  and  that  he  proceeded 
down  the  main-ftreet,  and  going  near  Draper’s  alley,  lead¬ 
ing  to  Murray’s  barracks,  thro’  which  he  purpofed  to  pafs, 
heard  fome  boys  huzzaing,  and  imagines  that  there  were 
fix  or  feven  of  them  and  not  more  ;  and  prefentiy  after  he  faw 
two  or  three  perfons  in  faid  alley  with  weapons,  but  cannot 
poftitively  fay  what  they  were.— Soon  after  feveral  more  came 
into  the  alley  and  made  a  fally  out,  and  thofe  that  came  out 
were  foldiers,  and  thinks  were  all  grenadiers,  as  they  were 
flout  men,  and  were  armed  with  large  naked  cutlaffes  ;  they  made 
at  every  tody  coming  in  their  way ,  cutting  and flajhing  ;  the  faid 
deponent  very  narrowly  efcaped  receiving  a  cut  from  the  fore- 
iftoft  of  them,  who  purfued  him  below  Mr.  Simpfon’s  ftone 
fhop,  where  he  made  a  ftrnd  ;  prefently  after,  going  up  Corn- 
bill  he  met  an  oyfter  man,  who  faid  to  the  deponent,  damn  it, 
this  is  vahat  I  got  by  going  up ^  and /hewed  the  deponent  a  large 
tut  he  had  received  from  one  of  the  foldiers  with  a  cutlafs  over 
his  right  Jhoulder  \  fai  l  deponent  thinking  it  not  fa fe  but  very 
dangerous  for  him  to  go  through  the  alley,  he  returned  home 
by  the  way  of  Kingftreet  through  Royal  Exchange  lane,  and 
palled  by  the  ceminel  at  the  corner  of  the  Cuftom-houfe  ;  and 
laid  deponent  further  fays,  that  he  never  Jaw  fewer  perfons  in 
Kingjircet,  confi dering  the  pleafantnefs  of  the  evening ,  and  verily 
believes  there  was  not  twelve  per  fans  between  the  Crown  Ccffee-houje 
and  the  bottom  of  the  T own-houje  ;  he  imagines  it  to  be  then  a- 
bout  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  after  nine:  After  faid  depo¬ 
nent  got  to  the  head  of  the  Town-houfe,  he  met  a  great  many 
perfons  who  enquired  of  him  about  the  affair;  the  faid  depo¬ 
nent  told  them  there  had  been  an  affray  by  Murray’s  barracks, 
but  that  it  was  then  over,  and  further  this  deponent  failh  not, 

HENRY  BASS. 

Suffolk, 
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Suffolk,  ff  Bofton,  "March  16  17 70.  The  above-named  Henry 
Baft  perfonally  appearings  and  being  carefully  examined 
and  duly  cautioned  to  tejlify  the  vjhole  truth ,  maketh 
folemn  oath  to  the  fore  written  depofition  by  him  Jub - 
fcribecl ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  26.) 

T  William  LeBaron  of  Bofton,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and  fay, 
-*•  that  onMonday  evening  the  fifth  day  of  this  inftant  March, 
about  ten  minutes  after  nine  o’clock,  being  in  kingftreet  with 
my  brother  Francis  LeBaron,  faw  a  foldier  ;  the  centry  of  the 
Cuftom-houfe  door,  running  after  a  barber’s  boy,  the  boy  called 
out  as  if  he  was  in  diftrefs,  and  the  foldier  purfuing  him  with 
his  firelock  told  him  if  he  did  not  hold  his  tongue  he  would  put 
a  ball  thro ’  him,  after  which  the  foldier  returned  to  his  poft  j 
immediately  after  this  I  heard  a  great  noife  in  Silfby’s  Jane, 
fo  called,  and  immediately  about  thirteen  or  fourteen  foldiers 
appeared  in  kingfireet,  near  the  watch-houfe,  with  their  drawn 
fwords,  cutlaftes  and  bayonets,  calling  out,  where  are  the 
damn'd  boogers ,  cowards ,  where  are  your  Liberty  boys  \  at 
which  time  there  was  not  more  than  ei^ht  or  ten  perfons  in  king - 
Jlreet ;  one  of  the  foldiers  came  up  to  me,  damn’d  me,  and 
made  fever al paffes  at  me  with  a  drawn /word,  the  laft  of  which, 
the  (word  went  between  my  arm  and  breajl,  and  then  I  run, 
as  [  had  nothing  to  defend  myfelf,  and  was  purfued  by  a  fol¬ 
dier  with  a  naked  bayonet,  who  fwore  be  would  run  n  e  through  ; 
at  which  time  your  deponent  cry’d  F  ire  !  and  foon  after  the 
bells  rung,  and  further  your  deponent  faith  not. 

WILLIAM  LeBARON. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  19.  1770.  William  Lc  Baron  above 
named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  above-written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

Tohn  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(Nb.  27  ) 

Wiliam  Lewis  teftifics  and  fays,  that  on  the  evening  fol¬ 
lowing  Monday  the  fifth  inftant,  about  nine  o  clock,  he 
pafling.through  Kingftreet  in  order  to  go  into  Cornhill  ftreet, 
while  he  was  crofting  Kingftreet  heard  feme  people  wrang¬ 
ling;  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  door,  and  he  immediately  fee  four 
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tnM lets  of  the  29th  regiment  jump  out  from  between  the 
^ V  atcb  houfe  and  the  f  own-Houfe  fteps,  at  the  eaft  end  of 
the  houfe,  in  their  fhort  jackets  with  drawn  fivords  in  their 
hands ,  two  of  whom  run  after  the  deponent  and  purfued  him 
clofe  until  he  got  to  his  home  in  Cornhili  ftreet,  where  juft  as 
he  entered  the  door  one  of  the  foidiers  Jlruck  at  him  either  with 
his  [word  or  bayonet ,  but  the  deponent  rather  thinks  it  was  the 
bitter,  as  he  afterwards  found  a  three  fquarc  hole  cut  in  the 
fkirt  of  his  furtout,  which  he  verily  believes  was  made  by  the 
blow  that  the  foldier  ftruck  at  him;  and  further  faith  not. 

WILLIAM  LEWIS. 

Suffolk,  ft*  Bofton,  March  20.  1770.  IVilliam  Lewis  ■  above- 
named^  after  due  examination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  above  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  r emembrance 
of  the  thing. 

Before  J  ohn  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  28.) 

T^TAthanie!  Thayer,  of  lawful  age,  teftifes,  that  on  Monday 
evening  the  5th  of  March,  about  nine  of  the  clock,  as 
he  fat  in  his  houfe  in  Cornhili  he  heard  a  great  noife,  at  which 
he  went  to  the  door,  and  faw  a  number  of  people  by  Mr. 
Quincy’s  door,  near  Murray’s  barracks,  where  he  heard  the 
fticks  and  clubs  going,  upon  which  fire  was  cry’d,  and  pre¬ 
sently  ian  5  foidiers  as  hefuppofes  from  the  main-guard,  with 
fwords  orcutlafTes,  fwearing  and  damning,  and  faving  “where 
are  they?  cut  them  to  pieces”  The  foidiers  in  their  waiftcoats 
came  to  his  door  and  infulted  him  ;  fo  he  fhut  his  door  and 
Went  in.  NATH.  THAYER. 

Suffolk,  ft”.  Bofton,  March  19.  1770.  Nathaniel  Thayer 
above-named,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the 
truth  of  the  above  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  29  ) 

T  Ifaac  Parker,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and  fay,  that  being  at 
Mr.  Richard  Salter's  houfe  on  the  evening  of  the  fifth  cur¬ 
rent,  heard  a  great  noife  in  the  ftreet,  upon  which  I  went  to 
the  entry  door  and  faw  a  great  number  of  foidiers  in  their 
jackets  without  fleeves,  having  naked  ait  luffs  in  their  hands , 
fiouri/hing  then}  over  their  he$d$j  or.e  of  wholly  aflaulted  me 
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with  a  naked  cutlafs,  aiming  a  ftroke  at  my  head,  which  I 
happily  avoided  by  a  fudden  retreat  in-doors. 

ISAAC  PARKER. 

Suffolk,  ff,  Bofton,  March,  19.  1770.  Ifaac  Parker,  above- 
named,  after  due  examination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  above-written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  30.) 

I  Bartholomew  Kneeland,  of  Bofton,  merchant,  being  of 
lawful  age,  teftify  and  fay,  that  on  Monday  evening  the 
fifth  inftant,  (being  at  my  lodgings  at  the  houfe  of  my  lifter 
M  rs.MehetabelTorrey,  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  Samuel  f'orrey, 
deceafed)  about  fifteen  minutes  after  nine  of  the  clock, hearing 
a  bell  ring,  which  I  fuppofed  was  for  fire,  went  immediately 
to  the  front  door, followed  bv  Mr. Matthias  King,  Mrs.  I  orrey 
and  two  others  of  the  family  ;  Handing  at  the  door  for  the 
fpace  of  four  or  five  minutes,  I  favu  a  number  of  foldiers  with 
broad  fwords  and  bayonets  in  the  main  Jlrcet  near  the  town  pump . 
making  a  great  mife  ;  one  ot  the  (aid  foldiers,  when  nearly  op- 
polite  to  me,  fpake  to  me  the  following  words,  viz.  Damn 
you.  what  do  you  do  there  ?  get  in  :  f  o  which  I  made  no  anfwer  ; 
the  fame  foldter  immediately  crojfcd  the  gutter ,  and  coming  up  to  me 
pointed  his  naked  bayonet  within  fix  inches  of  my  Ireaji  \  1  told  him 
to  go  along,  and  then  I  retired  into  the  houfe.  In  about  half 
ar*  hour’s  time  after  the  above,  I  heard  a  volley  ot  (mall  arms 
fired  off  in  Kmgftreet ;  and  upon  enquiry  was  told  that  three 
men  were  killed  &  one  wounded.  BAR  I  .  KNEELAND. 
Suffolk,  ft'.  Bofton,  March  12.  1770.  Bartholomew  Knee- 
land  above-named,  after  due  examination,  made  oath  to 
the  above-written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re- 
membrane  e  of  the  thing .  . 

Before  Ri  Dan  a,  Juft.  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  31.) 

T  Nathaniel  Appleton,  ot  lawful  age,  teftify,  that  on^Mondar 
evening  the  5th  inftant,  between  nine  and  ten  o  clock,  I 
was  fitting  in  my  houfe  in  Cornhill,  heard  a  nolle  in  toe 
ftreet,  I  went  to  my  front  door  and  faw  leveral  perlons  patting 
up  and  down  the  ftreet,  I  afkcd  what  was  the  matter  ?  was  in¬ 
formed  th^t  thy  foldiers  at  Murray’s  barrack  were  quarrelling 
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with  the  inhabitants.  Standing  there  a  few  minutes,  I  faw  a 
number  of  foldiers,  about  12  or  1  5,  as  near4  as  I  could  judge, 
come  down  from  the  fouthward,  running  towards  the  faid 
barrack  with  drawn  cutlaffes ,  and  appeared  to  be  paffing  by, 
but  on  feeing  me  in  company  with  Deacon  Marfh  at  my  door, 
they  turned  out  of  their  courfe  and  rujhed upon  us  with  uplifted 
weapons ,  without  our  /peaking  or  doing  the  leaf  thing  to  pro¬ 
voke  them ,  with  the  utmofl  difficulty  we  cfcaped  a  ftroke  by 
retreating  and  clofing  the  door  upon  them. 

I  further  declare,  that  at  that  time  my  fon,  a  lad  about  12 
years  old,  was  abroad  on  an  errand,  and  foon  came  home  and 
to  id  me  thvit  he  was  met  by  a  number  of foldiers  with  cutlaffes  in 
their  hands,one  of  which  attempting  to  Jlrike  him ,  the  child  begg’d 
for  his  life,  faying,  pray  foldier  fave  my  life,  on  which  the 
foldier  reply’d,  No  -damn  you,  I  ivill  kill  you  all ,  and  /mote  him 
with  his  cutlafs ,  which  glanced  down  along  his  arm  and  knock¬ 
ed  him  to  the  ground  where  they  left  him,  after  the  foldiers 
had  all  pafled,the  child  arofe  and  came  home,  having  happily 
received  no  other  damage  than  a  bruife  on  the  arm — I  further 
declare  that  the  above  related  tranfa&ions  happened  but  a  few 
minutes  before  the  foldiers  fired  upon  the  people  inKingflreet, 
and  further  faith  not.  NATH.  APPLETON. 

Suffolk,  ff  Bofton,  March  20.  1770.  Nathaniel  dppleton , 
above-named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the 
truth  of  the  above  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juf.  Peace  and  the  Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juf.  Peace. 

(No.  32.) 

JEremiah  Belknap  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that  on  the 
firft  appearance  of  the  affray  in  Cornhill  on  Monday  even¬ 
ing  the  fifth  inflant,  hearing  a  noife  he  ran  to  his  door  and 
heard  Mr.  William  Merchant  fay  he  had  been  flruck  by  a 
foldier,  and  prefently  faw  to  the  number  of  eight  or  nine  fol¬ 
diers  come  out  of  Boylflone’s  alley  into  the  flreet,  armed  with 
clubs  and  cutlaffes.  The  deponent  went  out  into  the  flreet 
and  defired  them  to  retire  to  their  barracks,  upon  which  one 
of  them  with  a  club  in  one  hand  and  cutlafs  in  the  other,  with 
the  latter  made  a  flroke  at  the  deponent  ;  when  finding  there 
was  no  profpedt  of  flopping  them,  the  deponent  ran  to  the 
main  guard,  and  called  for  the  officers  of  the  guard.  The 
reply  was,  there  is  no  officer  here.  Several  of  the  foldiers 
came  out  of  the  guard  houfe,  and  the  deponent  toTd  them  if 
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there  was  not  a  party  fent  down  there  would  be  bloodfhed  : 
Juft  as  the  deponent  fpoke  thefe  words  he  was  attacked  by 
two  foldiers  with  drawn  cutlajfes  fuppofed  of  the  party  from 
Murray’s  barracks,  one  at  his  breajl  and  the  ether  over  his  head . 
One  of  the  guards  faid  this  is  an  officer,  meaning  the  deponent, 
I  believe  a  Conftable  ;  on  which  the  two  aflailants  retired 
and  put  up  their  cutlaftes,  and  further  faith  not. 

JEREMIAH  BELKNAP. 

Suffolk,  ffi  Bofton,  March  16.  1770.  The  above-named  Jere¬ 
miah  Belknap  perfonally  appeared ,  and  being  carefully 
examined ,  and  duly  cautioned  to  tejlify  the  whole  truth , 
maketh  folcmn  oath  to  the  forewritten  depofition  hyhimfub - 
feribed.  Taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing . 
Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  theQucrum. 
John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 

It  i_  ^  (No-  33-) 

John  Coburn  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay, that  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  5th  of  March  inftant  being  alarmed  by  the  cry 
of  fire,  and  ringing  of  bells,-  ran  out  of  my  houfe  with  my  bags 
and  buckets  ;  upon  going  to  Mr.  Payne’s  door,  he  told  me  ic 
was  not  fire  it  was  a  riot,  I  fent  my  buckets  home  again,  and 
went  to  Mr.  Amory’s  corner  with  Mr. Payne,  and  Mr.  Walker 
the  builder  came  along  and  faid  the  foldiers  were  in  the  ftreet 
in  Cornhill  and  dock-fquare,  with  their  drawn  cutlajfes ,  cut¬ 
ting  and  faffing  every  body  in  their  way ,  and  the  inhabitants 
wanted  help,  and  faid,  pray  gentlemen  run,  or  words  to  that 
purpofe.  1  returned  again  to  my  houfe,  and  a  few  minutes 
after,  at  the  head  of  royal  exchange  lane,  in  the  ftreet,  I  faw  a 
few,  not  exceeding  fifteen  or  twenty  per  Jons,  flop,  as  I  fuppofed 
talking  what  had  happened.  I  went  to  Mr.  Payne’s  door  and 
flood  in  his  entry  with  him,  I  believe,  about  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes,  and  heard  fome  words  with  the  people  and  the  ccn- 
tinel,  fuch  as.  Do  fire  if  you  dare,  but  no  further  than  words, 
not  fo  much  as  to  touch  him,  as  I  faw,  neither  did  I  fee  more 
than  five  or  fix  that  had  fo  much  as  fticks  in  their  hands, 
all  entirely  unar?nccf  without  any  weapons.  Mr.  Harrifon  Gray, 
jun.  came  into  the  entry  to  us,  and  upon  this  immediately 
came  an  officer  with  a  party  of  fix  or  feven  men  with  their 
guns  bread-high  and  clear’d  the  way, and  by  their  behaviour  I 
did  not  know  but  they  would  fire,  I  faid  it  was  not  prudent 
to  tarry  there,  wentdirccftly  into  my  own  houfe  and  called  all 
my  family  in.  To  the  beft  of  my  judgment,  there  was  not 
more  than  fifty  or  fixty  people  in  the  ftreet  when  the  party  came 


and  I  believe  it  was  not  exceeding  two  minutes  from  the  time 
that  I  left  Mr.  Payne  to  the  firing  of  the  guns  and  farther  vour 
deponent  faith  not.  JOHN  COBURN. 

Suffolk.  IT.  Bofton,  March  16.  1770.  The  above-named  John 
Coburn  per  finally  appearing  and  being  carefully  examined  and 
duly  cautioned  to  tcjlify  the  whole  truth ,  makeih  folemn  oath  to 
the  afore-written  depoftion  by  him  jubfcribed ,  taken  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  34. ) 

Robert  Polley  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  declare  that  onMon- 
day  evening  the  5th  inflant  as  I  was  going  home  obferved 
about  ten  perfons  (landing  near  Mr.  Taylor’s  door,  after 
{landing  there  a  fmall  fpace  of  time  I  went  with  them  towards 
Boylfton’s  alley  oppofite  to  Murray’s  barracks  ;  we  met  in  the 
alley  about  eight  or  nine  fioldiers  forrie  of  whom  were  armed  with 
do  awn  fwords  and  cutlajfes ,  one  had  a  tongs ,  another  a  J hovel  with 
which  they  affaulted  us ,  and  gave  us  a  great  deal  of  abufive  lan¬ 
guage,  vve  then  drove  them  back  to  the  barracks  with  flicks 
only  1  we  looked  for  {Jones  or  bricks  but  could  find  none,  the 
ground  being  covered  with  /now  :  Some  of  the  lads  difperfed, 
and  myfelf  with  a  few  others  were  returning  peaceably  home, 
when  we  met  about  nine  or  ter.  other  foldiers  ar?ned  zvith  a  naked 
cutiafs  in  one  hand  and  a  flick  or  bludgeon  in  the  other.  One  of  them 
faid,  l There  are  tie  fons  of  bitches  They  Jlruck  at  fever  a  l 

perjons  in  the  Jireet  and  went  towards  the  head  of  the  alley. 
Two  officers  came  and  endeavoured  to  get  them  into  the  bar¬ 
racks.  One  of  the  lads  propofed  to  ring  the  bell.  Tffie  fol¬ 
diers  went  thro’  the  alley,  and  the  boys  huzza’d  and  faid  they 
were  gone  thro’  royal  exchange  lane  into  kingdreet.  Myfelf 
and  fome  of  the  boys  then  went  into  kingdreet,  I  faw  two  or 
three  fnow-balls  fir i ke  the  fide  of  the  cuflom-houfe,  near  which 
a  centinel  llood.  T  he  centinel  kept  the  boys  oft  with  his  bay  o- 
net  charged  bread -high,  which  he  frequently  pujhed  at  them * 
I  then  faw  eight  or  nine  foldiers  with  a  leader  come  from  the 
main  guafd  towards  the  cuftom-houfe,  where  they  drew  up, 
three  facing  up  the  ftreet  and  three  fronting  the  flreet.  7 hey 
kept  continually  Jlriking  and  pv.fhing  zvith  their  bayonets  at 
the  people  who  preffed  towards  them,  without  offering  any 
infult  as  / faw.  1  then  went  down  ro)  al  exchange  lane,  when 
X  was  in  the  middle  of  the  lane  I  heard  the  difeharge  of  a  gun, 
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which  was  immediately  followed  by  about  ieven  others.  And 
farther  faith  not,  his 

Robert  Polley. 

Atteft.  Wm.  Palfrey.  mark. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton ,  March  17,  1770.  Robert  Polley  above- 
named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth 
of  the  above  Affidavit .  Taken  to  perpetuate  the  re * 
memb ranee  of  the  thing. 

Before ,  Ri  :  Dana,  Jus.  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juftice  Peace. 


(No.  35.) 

SAMUEL  Atwood  of  Welfleet,  of  lawful  age,,  teftifies  and 
fays,  that  a  few  minutes  after  nine  of  the  clock  on  Mon¬ 
day  evening  laft,  lying  011  board  a  veftel  in  the  town  dock,  he 
heard  a  nolle  and  dtfturbance  at  the  upper  end  ol  DockSquare, 
and  going  up  he  found  the  foldiers  and  inhabitants  engaged 
in  the  narrow  pafles  round  Murray’s  barracks  fo  called  ;  the 
latter  being  moflly  boys  unarmed,  difperfed,  on  whijeh  ten  or 
twelve  foldiers  armed  with  drawn  cutlaifes,  clubs  and  bayonets 
bolted  out  of  the  alley  into  the  fquare  and  met  the  deponent, 
who  afked  them  if  they  intended  to  murder  people  ?  They 
anfwered,  yes ,  by  God ,  root  and  branch,  faying  here  is  one  of 
them  ;  with  that  one  of  them  ftruck  the  deponent  with  a  club, 
which  was  repeated  by  another  :  the  deponent  being  unarm’d 
turned  to  go  off, and  he  received  a  wound  on  the  left  lhoulder, 
which  reached  the  bone,  difabled  him,  and  gave  him  much 
pain.  Having  gone  a  few  fteps,  the  deponent  met  two  offi¬ 
cers,  and  afked  them,  Gentlemen,  what  is  the  matter  ?  They 
anfwered you  will  fee  by  and  by  ;  and  as  he  palfed  by  Colonel 
Jackfon’s,  he  heard  the  cry,  Turn  out  the  guards. 

SAMUEL  ATWOOD, 
Suffolk,  ff.  March  16,  1770.  The  above-named  Samuel  Atwood 
appeared  before  us ,  two  of  his  Maje fly's  JuJlices  of 
the  peace  for  the  fetid  county  of  Sufolk,  and  being 
carefully  examined ,  and  duly  cautioned  to  declare  the 
whole  truth ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  tejii - 
tnony  by  him  fitb ferihed .  Taken  to  perpetuate  the  re* 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before ,  Ri:  Dana,  Juftice  of  Peace,  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juftice  Peace. 


(No  36.) 

APTAIN  James  Kirkwood,  of  lawful  age,  teftifies  and 
fays,  that  about  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  evening  of  the 
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fifth  day  of  March  current, he  was  going  byMurray’s  barracks, 
hearing  a  noile,  ftopt  at  Mr.  Rhoads’s  door,  cppofite  to  faid 
barracks,  where  faid  Rhoads  was  handing,  and  flood  fooie 
time  and  faw  the  foldiers  coming  out  of  the  yard  from  the 
barracks,  armed  with  cut  la  lies  and  bayonets,  and  rufhing  thro* 
Boylflon’s  alley  ihto  cornhill.  Two  officers,  viz.  Lieuts.Min- 
chin  and  Dickfon  came  out  of  the  mefs-houfe  and  faid  to  the 
foldiers,  my  lads  come  into  the  barrack  and  don’t  hurt  the 
inhabitants,  and  then  retir’d  into  the  mefs-houfe.  Soon  after 
t Key  came  to  the  door  again,  and  found  the  foldiers  in  the 
yard  ;  and  di  redly  upon  it,  Enfign  Mall  came  to  the  gate  of 
the  b  mrack  yard,  and  faid  to  the  foldiers ,  turn  out ,  and  l  nvill 
Jland  by  you  !  this  he  repeated  frequently ,  adding ,  kill  them  ! 
Jlick  them  !  knock  them  dcnvn ,  run  your  bayonets  thro ’  them,<with 
a  great  deal  of  language  of  like  import  Upon  which  a  great 
number  of  foldiers  came  out  of  the  barracks,  with  naked  cut- 
laires,  headed  by  faid  Mall ,  and  went  thro’  the  aforefaid  alley, 
home  officers  came  and  trot  the  foldiers  into  their  barracks  ; 
and  that  Mall  with  his  fword  or  cutlafs  drawn  in  his  hand, 
as  often  had  them  out  again  ;  but  they  were  at  iaft  drove  into 
their  barracks  by  the  aforefaid  Mincliia  andDickfon. 

JAMES  KIRKWOOD. 

Suffolk,  fc:  Bcjlon ,  March  21,  1770.  James  Kirkwood  above 
named,  after  due  examination,  made  oath  to  the  truth 
of  the  aforefaid  affidavit.  Taken  to  perpetuat  e  the 
remembratice  of  the  thing. 

Before ,  John  Ruddock,  Jus.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum* 
And,  John  Hill,  Jus.  Peace.  * 


(No.  37.) 

MVTTHIAS  King,  of  Halifax  in  Nova-Scotia,  of  lawful 
age,  tellifies  and  fays,  that  in  the  evening  of  the  fifth 
day  of  March  inftant,  about  nine  of  the  clock,  he  was  at  his 
lodgings  atMrs.  Torrey’snear  the  town  pump,  and  heard  the 
bells  ring  and  the  cry  of  fire  ;  upon  which  he  went  to  the  door, 
and  faw  feveral  ioldiers  coming  round  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
town  houfe  armed  wiih  bayonets,  and  fomething  which  he 
took  to  be  broad  -  fwords  ;  that  one  of  thofe  people  came  up 
almoff  to  him  and  Mr.  Bartholomew  Kneeland  ;  and  they  had 
hm  juff  time  to  {hut  the  door  upon  him,  otherwile  he  is  well 
allured  they  muff  have  fell  vidims  to  their  boundlefs  cruelty: 
He  afterwards  went  into  the  upper  chamber  of  the  faid  houfe 


and  was  looking  out  of  the  window  when  the  drum  and  the 


guar  1  went  to  the  b  u  rack  ;  and  he  faw  one  of  the  guards 
kneel  and  prefeut  his  piece  with  a  bayonet  fixed,  and  heard 
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lilm  fxvare  he  would  fire  upon  a  parcel  of  boys  who  Were  then 
in  the  ftreet,  but  he  did  not.  He  further  declares,  that  when 
the  body  of  troops  was  drawn  up  before  the  guard-home, 
(which  was  prefently  after  the  maflacre)  he  lieard  an  officer 
fay  to  another ,  that  this  was  fine  work,  and  juft  what  be  wanted  ; 
hut  in  the  hurry  he  could  not  fee  him,  fo  as  to  know  him 
again.  MATTHs.  KING. 

Suffolk,  fc.  Boffion,  March  17,  1770.  Matthias  King  above- 
named ,  af  ter  due  examination,  made  oath  to  the  truth 
of  the  above  affidavit.  c[  aken  to  perpetual e  tJ.e  re¬ 
membrance  oj'  the  thing. 

Before ,  Ri:  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace,  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Jus.  Peace, 

(No.  38.) 

BArtholomcw  Broaders,  of  lawful  age,  teftifics  and  fays, 
that  on  Sunday  evening  being  the  41)1  inftant  preceding 
the  maftacre,  he  went  up  to  fee  Patrick  Dines,  a  ioldier  m  the 
29th  regiment,  who  work’d  with  Mr.  Piemont,  and  in  Daw 
fon’s  room  heard  ferjeant  Daniel’s  fay,  that  the  office  i  s  fa  id, 
fince  patience  would  nor  do,  force  muffi . —  And  that  the  1  c»  1  cl  1  - 
'  ers  muft  not  bear  the  affronts  of  the  inhabitants  any  longci , 
but  refient  them ,  and  make  them  know  their  a  ffiance  ;  and  h- 
ther,  that  the  inhabitants  would  never  be  eafy,  and  that  he 
fhould  defire  to  make  the  plumbs  fiy  about  their  ears ,  and  ft 
the  town  on  fire  round  them ,  and  then  they  would  know  Who 
and  who  were  of  a  fide.  Said  Daniel  s  4lkedLdwardGa>  ric  ,> 
fellow-apprentice  to  the  deponent,  it  lie  knew  where  he  con  ‘ 
get  a  Hick  that  would  bear  a  good  ftroke  ?  Garrick  replied, 
you  muft  look  for  one.  And  the  deponent  further  faith,  that 
about  eight  o’clock  on  Monday  evening  \v±  went  down  King- 
ftreet  &  met  twelve  of  the  Town’s  people  with  clubs,  v>  no  lau 
that  they  had  been  attack’d  by  the  foldiers  ;  that  he  lol 'ov e<. 
the  town’s  people  to  the  conduit,  and  then  returned  .home . 
Soon  after  Mr.  Green’s  maid  and  his  daughter  called  him  out 
of  the  (hop,  and  afked  him  to  go  to  the  apothecary’s;  ami 
then  they  with  the  deponent  returned  to  the  cuftom-mmle  ; 
in  going  he  met  his  fellow- apprentice,  and  they  went  &  don. 
upon  the  cultom-houfe  Heps,  and  Mr.  Han  morel  Green  ran  — 
our,  faying,  come  in  girls  ;  then  the  deponent  a' d  his  fe  ow 
apprentice ,  by  the  maid  s  invitation,  went  in  a,  ft-  Soon  a 
Sawny  Irving.fo  called,  came  in  as  he  thought  without  a  iat, 
feemed  a  little  angry,  &  he  thinks  afked  for  a  candle  (the  maul 
has  fince  told  him  he  did  a(k  for  one)  then  he  went  thro  me 
room  along  with  Hammond  Green,  the  iaUei  lemtnc  m  o 
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the  kitchen, then  he  left  thehoufeand  wentfuome  ;  after  which 
the  deponent  came  down  Kingdreet,  and  went  thro’  Quaker- 
lane,  and  coming  up  the  lane  again,  faw  the  centinel  at  the 
cudom- houfe  leave  his  pod  and  come  into  the  middle  of  the 
ftreet,  and  faid  to  the  deponent’s  fellow-apprentice,  who  lie 
thought  had  laid  fomethingof  an  officer’s  not  paying  his  debts, 
let  me  fee  your  face  ;  the  boy  anfwered,  I  am  not  afham’d  to 
fhow  my  face  ;  immediately  upon  which  the  centinel  fetched 
a  fweeping  broke  with  his  gun, upon  the  fide  of  his  head, which 
made  him  reel  and  dagger  about,  and  cry  much.  The  depo¬ 
nent  afked  what  he  was  druck  for  ;  he  anfwered  for  nothing, 
he  then  afked  the  centinel  what  he  meant  by  thus  abufing  the 
people.  He  reply’d,  damn’d  your  blood,  if  you  do  not  get  out 
of  the  way,  I  will  give  you  fomething  ;  he  then  fixt  his  bayo¬ 
net,  and  puffi’d  at  them,  &  they  both  run — then  one  Richard 
Ward,  another  fellow-apprentice,  afked  the  one  druck,  what 
it  was  for,  and  endeavoured  to  get  his  dick  to  drike  the  cen¬ 
tinel,  but  he  told  him  not;  to,  &  came  away  ;  then  he  heard  a 
huzza  or  two,  and  as  he  got  up  Silfby’s  alley,  up  came  a  num¬ 
ber  of  grenadiers,  as  he  tho't  about  ten,  with  clubs, cutlaffes 
and  bayonets,  crying  out,  where  are  the  damn’d  Yankejs.  He 
reply’d,  what  is  the  matter  —  they  anfwer’d,  we  will  let  you 
know. — He  then  run  into  hismader’s  entry,  &  as  running  in, 
iaw  near  twenty  other  foldiers  with  bayonets,  &c.  flourifhing 
coming  from  the  guard  houfe  as  he  tho’t;  immediately  after, 
he  heard  the  bells  ring,  and  then  as  he  took  it, the  fame  party 
with  a  ferjeant  at  their  head, came  running  by, knocking  down 
and  flaffiing  all  the  town’s  people  they  met  with ;  thenhe  heard 
people  who  were  running, afk  where  the  lire  v/as.  He  told  them 
it  was  no  fire,  but  the  foldiers  near  Judice  Quincey’s  were 
fighting  with  the  inhabitants. — He  then  went  towards  Judice 
Quincey’s, and  found  the  foldiers  had  retired  to  their  barracks, 
when  3  cheers  were  given  by  the  inhabitants — He  then  went 
down  to  Kingftreet,  and  heard  the  people  talking  of  the  abufe 
his  fellow-apprentices  had  received  from  the  centinel,  but  faw 
no  infult  offered  the  centinel,  the  people  being  in  the  middle 
of  the  dreet. — One  came  up  with  a  cane,  appeared  a  gentle¬ 
man,  and  fpoke  to  the  centinel,  and  then  went  away  ;  then 
the  centinel  went  up  the  deps  of  the  cudom-houle  and  pointed 
his  gun  ;  fome  of  the  inhabitants  then  laid  he  is  going  tc  fire 
— then  he  took  down  his  gun  and  loaded  it,  while  he  was 
loading,  one  Thomas  Greenwood  a  waiter  went  into  the  cui- 
tom  houfe  door,  and  it  was  (hut  immediately  ;  and  then  Mr. 
Green’s  fonjohn  faid  the  centinel  was  a  going  to  fire  ;  but  he 
fsrw  noabufe  offered  him,  or  any  danger  he  was  in.  He  then 
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went  down  royal  exchange'  lane,  met  a  number  of  people  who 
were  alfo  difperfmgjnear  dock  fquare.  He  then  faid  to  oneCox, 
and  the  people,  that  the  foldiers  were  going  to  fire  upon  the 
inhabitants  at  the  commifiioners  fteps  ;  l'ome  of  the  people  went 
up  upon  this  news  to  Kingfireet  ;  another  man  came  from 
Kingfireet,and  faid  to  them, come  up  intoKingfireet.  He  then, 
went  up  Silfby’s  alley,  and  when  he  got  to  Mrs.  Eufiis’s  fhop, 
heard  a  gun  go  off,  and  afterwards  feveral  others  in  a  fhort 
fpace  of  time  after  one  another.  Soon  after  he  was  toU  that 
three  men  were  killed  ;  then  heard  the  bells  ring,  and  faw 
the  people  affemble  faft  in  Kingfireet.  The  deponent  further 
faith,  that  on  ths*  night  abovefaid,  the  Snow  was  deep  up¬ 
on  the  ground,  and  well  remembers  that  when  the  centry  call¬ 
ed  for  the  main  guard,  there  were  not  above  io  or  20  people 
inKingftreet  near  the  cuftom  houfe.  And  further  faith  not. 

BARTHOLOMEW  BROADERS. 
Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton ,  March  19,  1770.  Bartholomew  Broaders 
above-named,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to 
the  Truth  of  the  above-written  Affidavit,  taken  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  remembrance  cf  the  Thing. 

Before ,  Ri:  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  &  of  the  Quorum. 

And,  John  Hill,  Jus.  Peace. 


(No.  39.) 

JOHN  Goddard  of  Brookline  tefiifies  and  fays,  as  he  was 
,  paffing  the  ftrect  on  Saturday  laft,  being  the  3d  inftant, 
he  ftopped  near  the  barracks  in  Water-ftreet,  and  fold  ieveral 
of  the  barrack  people  feme  potatoes  about  five  ol  the  clock  in 
the  afternoon,  and  found  by  their  dilcourfc  fome  of  the  foldiers 
had  returned  from  a  Fray  near  the  ropewalks,  and  a  number 
of  foldiers  came  out  of  the  barracks,  he  fuppofed  about  20, 
with  clubs,  feemingly  much  enraged  ;  and  one  in  a  prolane 
manner  fwore  he  would  be  revenged  on  them,  if  he  fired  the 
town.  JOHN  GODDARD. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Boflon ,  March  22,  1770.  John  Goddard  above - 
mentioned, after  due  examination  made  oath  to  tret  ruth 
of  the  aforefaid  Affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Qu_oi urn. 
And  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  40  ) 

Aniel  Calfe  of  lawful  age  tefiifies  and  fays,  that  on  Satur¬ 
day  evening:  the  third  mftant,  a  camp  woman ,  ^ 
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James  McDeed,  a  grenadier  in  the  29th,  came  into  Daniel 
Calfe’s  fhop,  father  to  the  deponent,  and  the  people  talking 
about  the  affrays  at  the  ropewalk,  and  blaming  the  foldiers  for 
the  part  they  had  a£fed  in  it.  The  woman  faid  the  foldiers 
were  in  the  rights  adding  that  before  Tueflay  or  Wedncfday  night 
they  would  wet  their  [words  or  bayonets  in  New-  England  people’  $ 
blood.  The  deponent  further  fays,  that  on  the  evening  of  the 
fifth  current,  hearing  the  bells  ring,  which  he  took  for  fire,  he 
went  out,  and  near  the  old  fouth  meeting  houfe  heard  the 
foldiers  were  fighting  with  the  inhabitants  in  Kingftreet, 
whereupon  he  came  into  kingftreet,  and  feeing  a 
number  of  people  (about  one  hundred )  he  went  up  to 
the  cuftom-houfe,  where  were  pofted  about  a  dozen  foldiers 
with  an  officer.  That  this  deponent  heard  faid  officer  order  the 
foldiers  to  fire ,  and  gave  the  fecond  word  to  fire  before  they  fired  ; 
and  upon  the  officers  ordering  the  foldiers  to  fire  the  fecond 
time  this  deponent  ran  off  abont  thirty  feet  diftance  when 
turning  about  he  faw  one  Caldwell  fall  and  likewife  a  molatto 
man.  DANIEL  CALFE. 

Suffolk,  ff.  B  oft  on,  March  21,  1770.  Daniel  Calfe  above- 
'  named ,  after  due  examination,  ?nade  oath  to  the  Truth 
of  the  aforefaid  Affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  Thing. 

Before ,  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  &  of  the  Quorum. 

And,  John  Kill,  Jus.  Peace. 

(No.  41.) 

Thomas  Marfhall,  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify  and  declare, that 
on  Monday  night  the  fifth  of  March,  four  or  five  minute3 
after  nine  o’clock,  coming  from  Col.  Jackfon’s  houfe  on  dock- 
fquare  to  my  houfe  in  kingftreet,  next  door  to  the  cuftom-houfe, 
1  [aw  no  perfon  in  the fireet  but  the  centinel  at  the  cuftom-houfe  in 
p  rfeft peace  ;  after  I  had  been  in  my  houfe  ten  or  twelve  mi- 
‘  nutes,  being  in  my  Chop  in  the  front  of  the  hosfe,  I  heard  the 
cry  of  Murder  at  a  diftance,  on  which  I  opened  the  door,  but 
faw  no  perfon  in  the  ftreet ;  but  in  half  a  minute  I  faw  feveral 
perfons  rufhing  out  from  the  main  guard  houfe,  crying  out. 
Damn  them .  where  arc  they  ?  I  hey  came  down  as  far  as  the 
corner  of  Mr. Phillips’s  houfe  ;  I  faw  their  fwords  and  bayonets 
glitter  in  the  moon- light,  crying  out  as  before ,  and  by  Jefus  let 
them  come  ;  at  which  time  I  was  called  into  the  houfe  by  one  of 
my  family,  but  returned  again  in  half  a  minute,  and  faw  ten 
or  twelve  foldiers,  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  in  the  middle  of 
kingftreet,  oppefite  to  royal  exchange  lane,  flcurifhing  their 
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arms,  and  faying  damn  them  where  are  they ,  and  crying  fire  ;  the 
bells  then  rung  as  for  fire;,  I  was  then  called  in  again  for  half 
a  minute,  and  returning  again  to  the  door,  the  inhabitants 
began  to  colled. — Soon  after  a  party  of  foldiers  came  down 
the  fouth  fide  of  kingftreet  and  crofs’d  over  to  thecuftom-houfe 
centinel,  and  form’d  in  a  rank  by  him,  nor  did  I  fee  any  manner 
ofabnfe  offered  the  centinel,  and  in  three  minutes  at  the  farthefl  they 
began  to  fire  on  the  inhabitants ,  by  which  feveral  perfons  were 
killed,  and  feveral  others  were  wounded.  Some  time  after 
this,  the  party  march’d  off  very  leifurcly,  and  without  molefia- 
tion ,  and  prefently  after  the  main  guard  was  drawn  out  in  ranks 
between  the  guard-houfe  and  town-houfe,  and  was  joined  by 
the  piquet  in  the  fame  manner,  with  fixed  bayonets  and  mufkets 
Mouldered,  except  the  front  rank,  who  ftood  with  charged 
bayonets,  until  the  Lieutenant-Governor  came  up. — And  I  do 
further  declare,  as  near  as  I  could  judge,  tl)ere  was  not  more 
than  ICO  perfons  in  the  jlreet ,  at  the  ti?ne  the  guns  were  difeharged . 

THO.  MARSHALL. 

Suffolk,  ff  Bofton,  March  20.  1770.  Thomas  Mar /hall,  Effi 
above  named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to 
the  truth  of  the  afore -written  affidavit ,  taken  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  D  ana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

Sam.  Pemberton,  Juft.  Peace. 
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(No.  42.) 

John  Leach  jun’r.  of  lawful  age  do  teflify  and  fay  that  on 
Monday  night  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  in  the 
evening  of  the  5th  inftant  three  youths  &  m)felf  were  palling 
thro'  the  alley  leading  from  Juftice  Quincey’s  to  Murray’s 
barracks  (fo  called)  when  we  had  got  about  half  way  thro’  the 
alley  a  foldier  of  the  29th  regiment  with  a  dirty  looking  man 
overtook  us,  the  foldier  being  armed  with  a  cutlafs  or  fword, 
and  the  man  wfith  a  fhort  thick  club  and  rufhing  thro’  tis* 
one  of  the  youths  afked  what  the  matter  was — by  that  the  man 
that  had  the  club  firuck  one  of  the  youths  on  the  Jhoulder ,  another 
of  the  youths  afked  him  what  he  meant,  by  that  the  foldier 
came  up  and  firuck  the  youth  with  his  fword  or  cuilajs  on  his  arm 
which  did  him  confiderable  damage,  then  we  all  ran  up  the 
alley  and  afked  for  aftiftance,when  foon  came  up  fome  more 
foldiers  out  of  their  barracks  thro’  the  alley  armed  with  cut!aj~ 
fes ,  [words,  jh evils  and  tongs ,  cutting  and  fiafhing  that  we  were 

obliged  to  run  up  the  alley  and  ftand  at  iht  head  of  the  alley 

and 
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and  keep  them  in  as  long  as  wecould— - butthere  were  fo  many 
that  we  were  obliged  to  run, but  they  immediately  made  after 
us  cc  knocked fcveral  of  us  down^myfelf for  one — feme  time  after 
2  officers  of  the  29th  regiment  came  up  the  alley  &  drove  the 
foldiers  home  to  their  barracks,  and  then  the  people  chief )  dif- 
prvfd  myfelf  for  one,  as  I  was  going  down  dock  fquare  to  go 
huine  I  heard  a  number  of  people  hallow  run  up  Kingdreet, 
for  the  foldiers  are  knocking  people  down,  after  fome  time 
confidering  what  the  matter  was  I  ran  up  Royal  Exchange 
alley,  fo  called,  when  I  had  got  to  the  head  of  the  alley,  I  faw 
about  eight  foldiers  (landing  round  the  centry  box  by  the 
Cudom-Houfe  with  their  guns  levelled  bread  high  and  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  people  (land  in  Kingdreet,  when  I  had 
been  there  about  three  minutes  l  heard  the  word  fire  (but  who 
it  came  from  I  can  lot  fay)  but  nobody  feemed  to  inind  it, 
about  half  a  minute  fter  I  heard  the  word  fire  again,  and  fome 
other  words  but  cc  ill  not  tell  w’hat  they  were  ;  diredtly  the 
foldier  on  the  right  h  md fired ,  I  had  ablow  on  my  back  which 
I  tho’t  was  from  the  butt  of  a  gun  ft  was  then  a-going  off  when 
1  heard  five  or  fix  guns  go  off  which  I  took  to  be  nothing  but 
powder  at  firfltill  I  fee  two  men  drop  by  this  the  people  feemed 
to  dtfperfe ,  then  I  was  going  up  by  the  Town  Houfe  when 
I  faw  the  people  bringing  along  two  dead  men,  a  little  while 
after  the  whole  of  the  29th  regiment  drew  up  by  the  Town 
Houfe  I  flay’d  a  little  while  longer  and  made  the  bed  of  my 
*vay  home,  and  further  I  fay  not.  JOHN  LEACH.  Jun. 

Suffolk,  lT.  Bofton,  March  21,  1770.  JohnLeach,  jun.  above- 
na.7ued,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  afore [aid  Affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 


brance  of  the  Thing. 

Before ,  John  Ruddock,  Jus.  Peace  2c  of  the  Quorum. 
And,  John  Hill,  Jus.  Peace. 


\  T*  J  /  * 

I  The  fubferiber,  of  lawful  age,  tedify  and  fay,  That  on 
Monday  evening  the  5th  indantMarch  1770,  being  at  the 
fouth  part  of  the  town  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  o 
clock,  I  heard  the  bells  in  the  centre  of  the  town  ring, and  me 
cry’d,  ran  immediately  for  kingdreet,  where  I  luppoied  it  was, 
and  to  my  great  adonifhment  1  law  a  number  of  foldiers  wit's 
1  r Tented  bayonets,  commanded  by  an  officer  whom  I  did  not 
he^  know  ;  the  foldiers  formed  a  femi-circle  round  the  cen- 
ind  box  to  the  cudom-houfe  dour— I  went  immediately  up 
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to  them  and  fpoke  to  the  fourth  man  from  the  corner,  wli6 
flood  in  the  gutter,  and  afked  him  if  the  foldiers  were  loaded, 
he  reply’d  Yes  !  I  then  afked  (addrefling  myfelf  to  the  whole) 
if  they  intended  to  fire ,  was  anfwered  pofitively,  Yes ,  by 
the  Eternal  God.  I  then  look’d  round  to  fee  what  number 
of  inhabitants  were  in  the  (Ireet,  and  computed  them  to  be 
about  fifty ,  who  were  then  going  off  as  fajl  as  poffible  ;  at  the  fame 
time  I  obferved  a  tall  man  (landing  on  my  left-hand,  who 
feemed  not  apprehenfive  of  the  danger  he  was  in,  and  before 
I  had  time  to  fpeak  to  him  I  heard  the  word  Fire  !  and  imme¬ 
diately  the  report  followed,  the  man  on  my  left  hand  dropt,  I 
afked  him  if  he  was  hurt,  but  received  no  anfwer,  I  then  (loop¬ 
ed  down  and  faw  him  gafping  and  (Iruggling  with  death. — I 
then  faw  another  man  laying  dead  on  my  right-hand,  but  fur¬ 
ther  advanced  up  the  flreet.  I  then  faw  the  foldiers  loading 
again,  and  I  ran  up  the  (Ireet  to  get  fome  affiftance  to  carry 
off  the  dead  and  wounded.  Do£for  Jof.  Gardner  and  David 
Bradley  came  down  with  me  to  the  corps,  and  as  we  were 
(looping  to  take  them  up,  the  foldiers  prefented  at  us  again  ; 
I  then  faw  an  officer  paffing  bufily  behind  them. — W e  carried 
off  the  dead  without  regarding  the  foldiers.  I  then  faw  an 
officer  pafs  before  the  foldiers  and  hove  up  their  arms,  and  faid 
(lop  firing,  don’t  fire  any  more,  upon  which  they  (houldered. 

- — I  then  went  clofe  up  to  them,  and  addrefling  myfeH  to  the 
whole,  told  them  I  came  to  fee  fome  faces  that  I  might  be  able 
to  fwear  to  another  day — Capt.  Prefton,  who  was  the  officer, 
turned  round  and  anfwered  (in  a  melancholy  tone)  perhaps 
you  may.  After  talcing  a  view  of  each  man’s  face  I  left  them. 
They  foon  after  ran  up  to  the  main  guard  houfe.  I  have 
nothing  farther  to  fay.  BENJ.  BURDICK,  jun. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofion,  March  20,  1770.  Benjamin  Burdick,  jun. 

above-named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the 
Truth  of  the  afore  faid  Affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  Thing. 

Before ,  John  R  uddock,  Juft.  Peace  &  of  the  Quorum, 
And,  John  Hill,  Jus.  Peace. 

/  ■'  .  f  .  f 

(No.  44.) 

I  Charles  Hobby  of  lawful  age  teilify  &  fay,  that  onMonday 
evening  the  5th  inflant, between  the  hours  of  9  &  10  o’clock 
being  in  my  mailer’s  houfe,  was  alarmed  with  the  cry  of  lire, 
I  ran  down  as  far  as  the  town-houle,  and  then  heard  that 

&he  foldiers  and  the  inhabitants  were  fighting  lr  the  alley  by 

1  Dr. 
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Dr.  Cooper’s  meeting- houfe,  I  went  thro’  the  alley,  I  there? 
Jaw  a  number  of  foldiers  about  the  barracks,  fome  with  muf- 
qucts,  others  without,  I  faw  a  number  of  officers  at  the  door  of 
the  mefs-houfe,  almoft  fronting  the  alley,  and  fome  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  intreating  the  officers  to  command  the  fbldiers  to  be 
peaceable  and  retire  to  their  barracks .  One  of  the  officers,  viz, 
Lieut.  Min  chi  fiy  reply’d,  that  the  foldiers  had  been  abufed  lately 
by  the  inhabitants,  and  that  if  the  inhabitants  would  difperfe* 
the  foldiers  fhould  follow  the  example,  t  apt.  Goldfinch  was 
among  the  reft  of  the  officers  in  or  about  the  fteps  of  the  mefs- 
houfe  door,  but  did  not  command  the  foldiers.  I  then  left 
them  and  went  to  kingftreet.  I  then  faw  a  party  of  foldiers 
loading  tbeirmufquets  about  thecuftom-houfe  door, after  which 
they  all  fhouldered.  I  heard  fome  of  the  inhabitants  cry  out, 
he.ave.no  fnow  balls  ;  others  cry’d  they  dare  not  fire.  Captain 
Prefton  was  then  (landing  by  the  foldiers,  when  a  fnow  ball 
ftruck  a  gtenadier,  who  immediately  fired,  Capt.  Prejion /hand¬ 
ing  Ctofe  by  him.  The  Captain  then  fpoke  di/Iinflly,  Fire>  Fire  ! 
I  wpsrhen  within  four  feet  of  Capt.  Prefton  and  know  him  welly 
the  j  Idier s  fired  as  fiajl  as  they  could  one  after  another.  I  faw  the 
Mulatto  fall,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Gray  went  to  look  at  him,  one 
of  the  foldiers,  at  the  diftance  of  about  fouror  five  yards,  pointed 
his  piece  direhliy  fior  the faid Gray  s  head  and fired.  Mr.  Gray, after 
iiruggling,  turned  himfelf  right  round  upon  his  heel  and  fell 
dead.  Capt.  Prefton  fome  time  after  ordered  them  to  march 
to  the  guard-houfe.  1  then  took  up  a  round  hat  and  followed 
the  people  that  carry’d  him  down  to  a  houfe  near  the  poft- 
office.  And  further  faith  not.  CHARLES  HOBBY. 

Suffolk,  (T.  B often,  March  20,  1770.  Charles  Hobby  above - 
named,  a  fit  er  due  examination,  made  oath  to  theTruth 
cf  the  afore  faid  Affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  tbs  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  Thing. 

•J  o 

Before ,  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  &  of  the  Quorum. 

Belcher  Noyes,  juftice  o’Peace. 


(No.  45.) 

T  WILLIAM  Tant,  of  lawtul  age,  tefiify  and  fay,  that  0® 
Monday  5t.I1  inftant,  being  then  in  a  houfe  on  the  Long 
Wharff,  hearing  a  bell  ring,  imagined  it  was  for  lire  :  "where¬ 
upon  I  run  up  King-ftreet,  and  inquiring  the  caufe,  was  in¬ 
formed,  that  there  had  been  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  infulted  by  the  foldiers  in  different  places  :  As  I  got 
a-brcafl  of  Qtiaker-Iane,  I  met  a  number  of  perfons,  to  the 

amount 
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amount  of  thirty  or  forty ,  moflly  boys,  and  youngfers,  who  af- 
fembled  in  Kingftreer,  before  the  cuftom  houfe,  and  gave 
three  cheers,  and  forne  of  them  be.ng  near  the  centry, 
at  the  cuftom -houie  door,  damn’d  him,  and  bid  him  fi  e  and 
be  damned  ;  and  fomc  fnow  balls  were  throwed,  or  other 
things  :  whereupon  the  centry  dept  on  the  fteps  of  the  cuf- 
tom -houfe  door,  and  loaded  his  piece,  and  ftruck  the  butt  of 
it  againft  the  fteps,  p.relented  it  at  the  people  feveral  times  : 
at  length  the  people  drawing  nearer  to  him, he  knocked  at  the 
cuftom-houfe  door,  and  1  fanu  it  open'd  about  half-way.  In  the 
fpace  ot  fix  or  feven  minutes,  I  faw  a  party  of  foldiers  come 
from  the  main  guard, and  draw  themfelves  up  in  a  line  from  the 
corner  of  the  cuftom-houfe  to  the  centry-box  ;  the  people  dill 
continued  in  the  ftreet,  crying,  fire,  fire  and  be  damn’d,  and 
hove  fome  more  fnow-balls  :  Whereupon  I  heard  a  mufket 
go  off,  and  in  the  fpace  of  2  or  3  leconds,  I  heard  the  word 
fire  given,  but  by  whom  I  know  not,  and  inf  ant  ly  th'tfoidters 
fired  one  after  another.  I  then  Hood  between  the  centry-box 
and  the  cuftom-houfe  door.  And  further  1  know  not. 

WILLIAM  TANT. 

5uffolk,  ff.  Boflon ,  March  20,  1770.  William  Tant  above- 
named ,  after  due  examination ,  wade  oath  to  the  truth 
of  the  aforefaid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  ti:e  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before,  John  Ruddock,  Jus.  Peace,  and  of  the  Quorum. 
Bl^cher.  No  yes,  Juflice  o’Peace. 

(No.  46) 

r  THOMAS  Cain  of  lawful  age,  teflify  and  fay,  that  on 
monday  the  5th  inftant,  being  in  a  houfe  on  the  long 
wharff,  I  heard  a  bell  ring,  which  I  imagined  Was  for  nine 
o’clock,  but  being  informed  by  a  perfon  in  my  company  that 
it  was  12  minutes  paft  that  hour  .by  his  watch,  i  then  con¬ 
cluded  the  bell  rung  for  fire,  fo  I  run  up  King- firect,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Mr.  William  Tant,  and  a/king  a  few  people  whom 
I  met, the  caufe  of  the  bell’s  ringing,  was  anfwered  the  foldiers 
had  infulted  fome  of  the  town’s  people  by  the  ropewalks.  1 
then  went  down  Quaker-lane  as  far  as  juftice  Dana’s  houfe, 
where  l  met  a  number  of  people  coming  up,  and  afked  them 
if  there  had  been  any  difturbance  at  or  near  ihe  ropewalks., 
they  anfwered  me  that  there  had  been  feveral  people  iniulted, 
and  knocked  down  by  the  foldiers  in  different  parts  ol  t  nc 
town.  I  then  came  up  into  King  firect,  where  they  alfcmbled 
together  below  the  town  houfe,  f to  the  belt  of  my  knowlcg  -' 
between  30  iy  40  perfons,  moflly  youngfers  or  boys,  and  wh  & 

l  ^  °  then. 
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there,  they  gave  three  cheers,  and  afked  where  the  foldiers 
where,  (I  imagine  they  meant  them  that  had  infulted  them) 
fome  of  the  people  affembled  being  near  the  centry  at  the 
Cuftom-houfe  door,  damn’d  him,  and  I  faw  fome  fnow  balls 
or  other  things  throw’d  that  way,  whereupon  the  centry 
ftepped  on  the  fteps  at  the  cuftom-houfe  door  and  loaded  his 
piece,  and  when  loaded  ftruck  the  butt  of  his  firelock  againft 
the  fteps  three  or  four  times,  in  the  interim  the  people  affem- 
bled,  continuing  crying  fire,  fire  and  be  damn’d, and  fome  of 
them  drawing  near  to  him  he  knocked  at  the  cuftom-houfe 
door  very  hard,  whereupon  the  door  was  opened  about  half 
way,  and  I  faw  a  psrfon  come  out ,  which  I  imagined  to  be  a 
fervant  without  a  hat,  his  hair  ty’d  and  hung  down  loofe. 

In  the  fpace  of  about  five  minutes,  to  the  beft  of  my  re¬ 
membrance,  I  perceived  a  party  of  foldiers  come  from 
the  main  guard  dire&ly  through  the  concourfc  of  people  that 
was  then  in  Kingftreet,  with  their  mufkets  and  fixed  bayonets* 
pufhing  too  and  fro,  faying,  make  way  ;  when  they  had  got 
a-breaft  of  theCuftom-houle  they  drew  up  in  a  line  from  the 
corner  of  royal-exchange  lane  to  the  centry  box  at  the  Cuftom- 
Iioufe  door,  and  being  in  that  pofition  for  the  fpace  of  five  or 
fk  minutes,  with  their  mufkets  level’d  breaft  high  and  pointed 
at  the  people  that  was  ftill  in  the  ftreet,  huzzaing,  &c.  and 
crying  fire, as  before,  and  fome  more  fnow  balls  or  other  things 
being  hove,  I  heard  and  faw  the  flafh  of  a  gun  that  w’ent  off 
near  the  corner  of  the  aforementioned  lane,  and  in  the  fpace 
of  two  feconds  I  heard  the  word  fire  given ,  but  by  whom  I 
cannot  ascertain,  but  the  foldiers  fired  regularly  one  after  ano- 
thery  and  when  difeharged,  loaded  again  ;  I  then  flood  behind 
the  centry  box,  between  the  foldier  next  it  and  the  Cuftora* 
houfe.  THOMAS  CAIN. 

Suffolk,  ff.  B  oft  on,  March  20,  1770.  i  homas  Cain  after 
due  examination,  made  oath  to  the  Truth  of  the  afore - 
Jaid  Affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing. 

Before ,  John  Ruddock,  Jus.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
Belcher  Noyes,  jus.  o’Peace. 

(No.  47.) 

r  Peter  Cunningham,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  that  on  Monday 
1  evening  the  5th  current,  on  the  cry  of  fire,  a  few  minutes 
after  9  o’clock,  coming  into  King  ftreet,  I  faw  Capt.  Prefton, 
/landing  before  the  door  where  the  main  guard  was  kept,  and 
heard  him  fay,  Turn  out  the  guard  !  Then  I  paffed  down 
K}ngftrect,  and  faw  the  centry  at  the  cuftom-houfe  with  his 
<•  bayonet 


bayonet  charged,,  dodging  it  about  as  if  pu. filing  at  the  boys, 
who  feemed  to  be  laughing  at  him,  and  none  of  them  'within 
12  or  i  §  feet  of  him.  In  a  few  minutes  after,  Capt.  P  ref  on 
arrived  with  a  party  of  foldiers,  perhaps  7  or  8,  and  took  poll 
between  the  cuftom-houie  door  and  the  weft  corner  of  faid 
houfe,  round  the  centry  box.  As  foon  as  they  had  taken 
their  poft,  they  began  to  pujh  their  bayonets  at  the  people ,  tho* 
?ione  feetned  to  offer  thesn  any  ofencs .  d  he  captain  (juicily 
commanded  them  to  prime  and  load,  which  being  effected, 
they  began  to  pufli  as  before.  The  captain  came  before  them 
and  put  his  arm  under  three  or  four  of  their  pieces,and  puting 
them  into  an  upright  pofture,  then  retired  from  my  fight  ; 
and  prefen tly  they  again  levelled  and  the  firing  began,  and 
proceeded  till  ten  or  eleven  pieces  were  difeharged.  On  the 
people’s  fcattering  a  little,  I  faw  two  men  near  me  lay  dead 
on  the  ftreet,  and  obferved  the  foldiers  to  load  again,  and 

moved  off.  And  further  I  fay  not. 

PETER  CUNNINGHAM. 

Suffolk,  fc.  Boflon ,  March  20,  1770.  Peter  Cunningham  above 
named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth 
of  the  afore  faid  affidavit.  Taken  to  perpetuate  .the 
remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before ,  John  Ruddock,  Juitice  ofPqace  &  Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Jp.fi.icc  Peace. 


(No.  48.) 

I  SAMUEL  Condon  of  lawful  age  teflify  and  fay,  that  on 
the  night  of  the  5th  inftant  March,  being  on  the  long 
xvharff,  between  the  hours  of  9  and  10  o’clock,  and  hearing 
the  bells  ring  as  for  fire,  I  ran  up  Kingftreet,  on  my  coming 
nigh  the  town-houfe  I  faw  a  number  of  people,  about  30  or 
40,  chiefly  confifung  of  boys  and  lads ,  who  proceeded  down 
faid  ftreet  oppofite  the  Cuftom  houfe  ;  the  centinel  on  their 
approach  plac’d  himfelf  on  the  cuftom-houfe  fteps,  and  cliaig  d 
his  mufket  and  prefented  the  fame  again  ft  the  body  of  the 
people  n vho  offer'd  him  no  in ful  t  or  violence ,  in  a  few  minutes 
after,  a  party  pame  down  from  the  main  guard,  confining 
of  about  eight  foldiers  with  their  guns  and  bayonets  m 
a  charg’d  position,  headed  by  an  officer,  and  polled  them  ft  Ives 
by  the  weft  corner  of  theCuftom-houfe  round  the  centry  box  m 
a  half  circle  ;  at  this  time  I  flood  near  the  door  of  the  royal 
exchange  tavern, but  apprehending  danger  as  the  foldiers  Hood 
with  their  mufkets  and  bayonets  in  a  charg’d  or  preiented  po- 
fition,  mov'd  from  thence  down  faid  royal  exchange  lane,  an u 

flood  nigh  the  weft  end  of  the  cuftom  houfe,  during  this  »»- 
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terim  )  fanv  no  violence  offer'd,  the  foldiers,  in  a  few  minutes 
after  having  placed  myfelf  as  aforefaid,  a  mufket  was  fir’d 
by  the  ioldier  who  flood  next  the  corner,  in  a  few  feconds 
after,  another  was  fir’d, and  fo  in  fuccefiion  till  the  whole  was 
difeharg’d,  to  the  number  of  8  or  thereabouts,  while  the  nauf- 
kets  wdiere  difeharging  I  walk’d  down  the  lane,  and  when  the 
firing  ceas’d  I  turn’d  and  went  up  to  the  head  of  the  lane 
when  I  faw  the  people  carrying  off  one  dead  perfon,  and  two 
more  laying  lifelefs  on  the  ground  about  two  mufkets  length 
from  the  faid  foldiers,  inhumanly  murder’d  by  them,  the 
blood  then  running  from  them  in  abundance  ;  a  perfon  afked 
the  foldier  who  fired  firft,  the  reafon  for  his  fo  doing,  the 
foldier  anfwer’d,  daifin  your  bloods  you  boogers,  I  mould  kill  a 
thoufand  of  you  !  the  foldiers  were  then  charging  their  muf¬ 
kets  again  in  order  for  a  fecond  difeharge  in  cafe  any  infult 
had  been  offer’d  them.  SAMUEE  CONDON. 

Suffolk,  if.  Bofon,  March  20,  1770.  Samuel  Condon 
above-named ,  after  due  examination  made  oath  to  the 
truth  of  the  aforefaid  Affidavit,  take?i  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before,  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
And,  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  49) 

EBENEZER  Hinckley,  of  Bofton,  of  lawful  age,  declares, 
that  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  of  March  current, that 
being  at  home  in  his  houfe,  he  heard  the  hells  ring,  and  came 
out,  and  came  through  Cornhill-ftreet,  to  the  corner  of  King- 
ilreet,  near  the  main-guard  houfe  ;  immediately  as  he  turn’d 
the  corner,  he  faw  a  party  of  foldiers  come  out  of  the  main 
guard  houfe,  and  he  the  deponent  then  faw  an  officer,  as  he 
thought,  look  out  of  the  chamber  window,  and  call  to  them , 
and  faid  fire  upon  them,  damn  thetn,  fire  upon  them.  The  de¬ 
ponent  then  followed  them, viz.  the  faid  party  of  foldiers, to  the 
place  where  they  were  polled,  being  before  the  centry  box  in 
a  half  circle,  near  the  cuftom  houfe  ;  they  reaching  forward* 
puffing  their  bayonets,  and  endcavouritig  to  fab  people,  pro¬ 
vok’d  a  few  boys  to  threw  two  or  three  fnow-balls,  and  chal¬ 
leng’d  them  to  fire  :  In  about  a  minute  after,  the  deponent 
heard  the  word  hire,  and  then  faw  a  ftick  thrown  which  hit  a 
ioldier’s  gun,  whereupon  the  corner  foldier  fired,  and  the  ref 
followed  in  the  firing — when  the  firing  wras,the  deponent  verily 
believes  there  was  not  more  than  fifty  or  fixty  perfons  in  that  part 
cj  thefreet — And  it  appeared  to  the  deponent,  thatthe  foldi- 
ers  going  down  to  the  cuftom  houfe  in  fo  heftiie  a  manner, was 
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theoccafion  of  drawing  themoft  of  thofe  people  there. — And 
the  deponenent  further  faith,  that  thro’  the  whole,  he  faw  not 
one  brick  bat  or  ftone  thrown,  and  believes  that  it  'was  natu¬ 
rally  impofible  to  comeat  any ,  as  the  fnoow  nvas  confiderably  deep. 
Memorandum .  After  the  party  of  foldiers  were  got  to  their 
place,  he  fawCapt.  Prefton  who  commanded  them, whom 
he  knew  very  well — And  further  faith  not. 

EBENEZER  HINCKLEY. 
Suffolk,  If.  Bojlon,  March  20,  1770.  Ebenezer  Hinckley 
above-named ,  after  due  examination ,  ?hade  oath  to 
theTruth  of  the  above  Affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  Thing. 

Beforey  John  Ruddo  ck  Juft,  of  Peace  &  of  the  Quorum, 
And,  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(  No.  50) 

FRANCIS  Archbald,  jun.  of  lawful  age,teftifies  and  faith, 
that  oa  Monday  evening  the  fifth  of  March  inftant  at  a- 
bout  ten  minutes  pad  nine  of  the  clock  of  faid  evening,  as  he 
was  going  thro’  the  alley  that  leads  fromCornhill  to  Brattle- 
flreet  (fo  called)  with  feveral  others  with  him,he  faw  a  foldier 
with  a  cutlafs  fiourifliing  it  about  in  faid  alley,  and  a  mean 
looking  fellow  with  him,  with  a  club  in  his  hand  ;  then  the 
deponent  heard  fomebody  outfide  of  the  alley  fpeak  to  the  faid 
foldier, and  told  him  to  put  up  his  cutlafs, for  it  was  not  clever 
to  carry  fuch  a  weapon  in  the  night  without  it  was  in  a  fcab* 
board,  whereupon  faid  foldier  came  up  to  him  the  depooenr, 
with  his  cutlafs  pointing  towards  his  bread,  and  damn’d  him, 
andafked  him  wThat  he  had  to  fay  againft  it,  whereupon  the 
deponent  told  him  to  ftand  off.  The  faid  foldier  then  went 
up  to  one  of  the  lads  that  was  with  him  and  ftruck  him,  (as 
the  deponent  thought)  the  deponent  then  went  out  of  faid  al¬ 
ley  and  hallowed  to  fome  lads  who  were  (landing  near  the 
town-houfe,  when  they  came  to  the  deponent’s  abidance,  they 
made  faid  foldiers  retire  thro’  faid  alley  to  the  barracks;  in  a- 
bout  five  or  fix  minutes  after, about  twelve  or  fiiteen  foldiers 
came  out  of  faid  barracks  (as  I  heard  the  next  day  they  were 
encouraged  and  fet  on  by  Enfign  Mall  belonging  to  the  29th 
regiment)  nvith  cutlajfesy  tongs  and  clubs ,  and  cajfie  up  to  them 
and  damn  d  them&  faid  'where  is  the  yankey  boogers  ?  whenthey 
began  to  flrike  the  people  in  the  fireet  'with  faid  ''weapons.  And 
as  the  deponent  was  (landing  with  Mr.  John  Hicks,  one  of  the 
foldiers  came  up 'with  a  pair  of  tongs  y  and  j ufl  going  to  ?nake  a 
Jlroke  at  faid  deponent,  faid  Hicks  knock'd  him  don.un ,  where¬ 
upon  the  deponent  when  faid  foldier  got  up,  knock’d  him 
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down  again  and  broke  his  wrift  (as  he  was  infortfied  after¬ 
wards)  then  the  deponent  was  going  home  to  the  fouth-end. 
Juft  as  he  got  to  the  town-houfe  he  looked  down  King-JIrcet 
and  faw  about  fifty  orjixty  people  J landing  in  the  middle  of  faid 
Jiteety  opposite  the  cultom-houfe,  then  the  deponent  "went  down 
to  fee  what  was  the  master.  When  he  got  down  faid  flreet 
he  faw  a  paity  of  foldiers  coming  from  the  main-guard 
(amongfl  which  was  one  Matthew  Kilroy  of  the  29th  regiment) 
going  to  the  centinel  that  Was  handing  at  the  cuftomToufe  : 
1  hen  the  deponent  went  over  to  the  fide  of  the  way  and  there 
flood  about  two  minutes,  when  he  faw  the  flafh,and  heard  the 
report  of  a  gun  that  was  fired  from  faid  centinePs  poll,  and  fix 
or  feven  jired  direftly  afterwards .  Then  the  deponent  faw 
three  men  laying  near  faid  centinePs  pofi  dead.  And  the  de¬ 
ponent  further  adds,  that  at  the  time  of  his  handing  there  as 
afore  (aid,  he  faw  no  body  niolefl  dr  trouble  faid  centuiel  or  party 
of  foldiers  (  as  afor  efaid Jin  any  Jhapc  whatever .  And  further 
the  deponent  faith  not.  FRANs.  ARCHBALD,  jun. 

Bojlon,  March  17th,  1770. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bojlon ,  March  17,  1770.  Francis  Archbald,  jun. 

above-named,  after  due  exa??iination ,  made  oath  to  the 
Truth  of  the  above-written  Affidavit.  Taken  t§ 
perpetuate  the  reme?nbrance  of  the  Thing. 

Before,  Ri:  Dana,  Juh.  of  Peace,  &  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juhiee  Peace. 

(  51  ) 

I  Nathaniel  Fofdick,  of  lawful  age,  tehify  and  fay,  that 
on  the  night  of  the  fifth  inhant,  betwixt  the  hours  of 
nine  and  fen  o’clock, being  in  my  houfe  with  my  family,  hear¬ 
ing  the  bells  ring  for  fire  ran  out  to  afiih  the  inhabitants,  ran 
towards  the  north  ;  when  1  came  to  the  town-houfe  I  fee  the 
people  running  down  kinghreet,  I  followed,  when  I  came  by 
the  guard-ho«ie  I  fee  fome  foldiers  come  out  and  fix  their 
bayonets,  I  ran  to  know  where  the  fire  was,  after  I  had  got 
into  kingftreet  I  made  a  halt,  as  I  flopt  I  was  pufhed  behind, 
I  turn’d  round  and  faw  fome  foldiers  with  their  bayonets 
charged,  which  came  againfl  me.  I  afked  them  if  this  was  the 
fire  that  is  cry’d  ;  they  made  no  anfwer.  I  afk’d  them  what 
they  meant  by  coming  on  me  in  that  manner;  their  anfwer 
was,  Damn  you^f  and  out  of  our  way .  I  told  them  I  would  not 
move  for  no  man  under  the  heavens.  I  offended  no  one. 
Therefore  they  me,  fome  on  my  right  and  fome  on  my 

left,  I  followed  behind  them,  they  went  to  the  centry-box 
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and  faced  round  and  form'd  in  a  half-circle.  I  faw  a  number 
of  people  near  the  middle  of  kingflrect,  about  twenty  yards 
from  the  centry-box.  .  I  fpoke  out  and  defired  that  no  diflur- 
bance  might  be  betwixt  the  inhabitants  and  the  foldiers,  for  if 
the  foldieis  were  in  fault,  there  was  their  officer,  which  I  look’d 
upon  to  be  the  officer  of  the  day,  and  he  could  fettle  the  affair 
in  one  minute  ;  then  I  fpake  to  two  men  to  fpeak  to  the  offi¬ 
cer  ;  then  I  fee  two  or  three  advance  towards  the  officer.  I 
heard  fome  words  pals,  what  they  were  I  know  not,  I  turned 
round  and  fpake  to  the  people  to  fficp  off  and  let  them  that 
went  to  the  officer  fettle  thedifpute,  the  people  (landing  (fill, 
1  turne d't awards  the  officer  and  fee  him  fall  into  the  regular  circle , 
then  I  heard  the  word  Fire,  on  my  left  one  gun  was  fil’d  off 
by  a  foldier  on  their  right.  Upon  which  I  ruffed  in,  then 
feeing  the  firft  foldier  that  fired  run  at  fome  perfons  and  fall 
upon  the  ground,  I  hallow’d  fo  take  his  gun  from  him,  then 
1  received  three  pufres  by  their  bayonets,  two  in  my  left  arm  and  one 
in  my  breaff,  that  at  my  breajl  I  Jlruck  off  with  a  flick ,  and  the 
gun  went  off  injlantly.  Then  I  drew  back,  and  finding  one  dead, 
as  I  thought,  on  my  left  and  one  on  my  right,  I  then  run  over 
to  quaker-lane,  where  I  faw  a  number  of  people,  I  defired 
them  to  ftep  out  and  keep  the  foldiers  from  getting  off ;  from 
thence  I  went  over  to  the  other  fide  theftreet,to  the  lane  near 
the  town  v/atch-houfe,  where  I  defired  the  people  to  ftep  out, 
and  not  to  Jet  the  foldiers  get  off,  for  I  would  go  home  and  get 
my  gun  and  bring  a  party  againft  them,  which  I  did,  but  meet¬ 
ing  fome  of  the  inhabitants  returning, they  told  me  the  foldiers 
were  gone  off  and  affairs  would  be  fettled  to-morrow,  on 
that  I  went  home.  .  NATH.  FOSDICK. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  17/1770.  Nath.  Fofdick,  above* 
named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  Gath  to  the  truth  of 
the  above  written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re* 
mcmbrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
Sam.  Pemberton,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  52  ) 

JOftph  Hooton,  jun.  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  tha t 
coming  from  the  fotith  end  of  Bolton,  on  Monday  even¬ 
ing  the  51b  inftant,  againft  the  old  fouth  meeting-houfe  hs 
heard  a  great  noifeand  tumult,  with  the  cry  of  murder  often 
repeated.  Pioceedinz  towards  the  town-houls  the  deponent 
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paffed  by  fevcral  foldiers  running  that  way  with  naked  cutlaffes 
and  bayonets  in  their  hands.  The  deponent  afked  one  of  them 
What  was  the  matter,  and  was  anfwered  by  him,  by  God  you 
Jhall  all  know  what  is  the  matter  foon  !  Between  9  and  10  o’clock 
the  deponent  came  into  Kingftreet  and  Rood  about  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  ftreet,  or  nearer  the  cuftom-h^ufe,  in  the  diredlion 
of  Quaker  and  Royal  Exchange  lanes,  and  faw  about  eight 
or  ten  foldiers  drawn  up  near  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  an  officer 
which  he  fince  underftands  was  Capt.  Preffony  between  the 
foldiers  and  the  cuftom-houfe.  There  was  much  noife  and’ 
huzzaing  among  the  boys  and  people,  and  fome  of  the  boys 
the  deponent  obferved  drew  near  to  the  foldiers.  In  this  hur¬ 
ry  and  confufion  the  deponent  heard  many  afk  each  other 
whether  they  thought  they  would  fire  ?  and  it  was  generally 
concluded  they  would  not.  But  in  about  five  minutes  after  the 
deponent  firft  flood  there,  he  heard  the  officer  give  the  word 
Fire,  they  not  then  firing,  he  again  faid  Fire,  which  they 
Hill  difobeying,  he  [aid  with  a  much  higher  voice ,  damn  YotT 
EIRE  BE  THE  CONSEQUENCE  WHAT  IT  WILL  !  Soon  after 
this  one  of  the  guns  went  off— in  a  few  feconds  another ^and  fo  on , 
till  fix  or  feven  were  difcharged .  Near  the  deponents  left  hand 
dropt  a  man,  which  he  fince  learns  was  Mr.  James  Caldwell, 
on  which  he  left  the  place,  and  further  faith  not. 

JOSEPH  HOOTON,  jun. 

Suffolk,  ffi  Bofton,  March  15.  1770.  The  faid  Jofeph  Hootony 
jun.  perfonally  appearing ,  maketh  folemn  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  fore-written  dcpoftion ,  by  him fubfcribed. 

Before  me,  Edm.  Quincy,  Juft.  Pacis, 

* 

„  (No-  S3 )  '  ' 

T  Richard  Palmes  of  Bofton,  ot  lawful  age,  teftify  and  fay, 

■**  that  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  o’clock  of  the  5th 
inftant,!  heard  one  of  the  bells  ring, which  I  fuppofed  was  oc- 
cafioried  by  fire,  &  enquiring  where  the  fire  was, was  anfwered 
that  the  foldiers  were  abufing  the  inhabitants  ;  I  afked  where,  was 
firft:  anfwered  at  Muriay’s  barracks,  I  went  there  and  fpoke 
to  fome  officers  that  were  (landing  at  the  door,  I  told  them  I 
was  furprized  they  fuffered  the  foldiers  to  go  out  of  the  bar¬ 
rack  after  eight  o’clock  ;  I  was  anfwered  by  one  of  the  officers 
pray  do  you  mean  to  teach  us  our  duty  ;  I  anfwered  I  did  not, 
only  to  remind  them  of  it ;  one  of  them  faid  you  fee  that  the 
foldiers  are  all  in  their  barracks,  and  why  do  not  you  go  to 
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your  homes;  Mr.  James  Lamb  and  [  (aid,  Gentlemen  let  us 
go  home,  &  were  anfwered  by  fome,  home,  home  ;  according¬ 
ly  I  afked  Mr.  William  Hickling  if  he  was  going  home,  he 
(aid  he  was,  I  walked  with  him  as  far  as  the  poff-office,  upon 
my  flopping  to  talk  with  two  or  three  people,  Mr.  Hickling 
left  me  ;  I  then  faw  Mr.  Pool  Spear  going  towards  the  town- 
houfe,  he  afked  me  if  I  was  going  home,  I  told  him  I  was  ; 

I  2fked  him  where  he  was  going  that  way,  he  faid  he  was  go¬ 
ing  to  his  brother  David's.  But  when  I  got  to  the  town- 
pump,  we  were  told  there  was  a  rumpus  at  the  cuftom-houfe 
door ;  Mr.  Spear  faid  to  me  you  had  better  not  go,  I  told  him 
I  would  go  and  try  to  make  peace;  I  immediately  went  there 
and  faw  Capt.  Preflon  at  the  head  of  fix  or  eight  foldiers  in  a 
circular  form,  with  guns  bread  high  and  bayonets  fixed  ;  the 
faid  Captain  flood  almofl  to  the  end  of  their  guns.  I  went 
immediately  to  Capt.  Preflon  (as  foon  as  Mr.  Blifs  had  left 
him)  and  afked  him  if  their  guns  were  loaded,  his  anfwer  was 
they  are  loaded  with  powder  and  ball  ;  I  then  faid  to  him  I 
hope  you  do  not  intend  they  (hall  fire  upon  the  inhabitants  ; 
his  reply  was,  by  no  means.  When  I  was  afking  b.im  thefc 
queflions  my  left  hand  was  on  his  right  fhouMer ;  Mr.  John 
Hickling  had  that  inftant  taken  his  hard  off  my  fhoulder,  and 
flept  to  my  left,  then  inftantly  I  faw  a  piece  of  fnow  or  icc 
fall  among  the  foldiers,  on  which  the  foldier  at  the  officer's 
right  hand  flept  back  and  di [charged  his  guv ,  at  the  fpace  of 
forne  feconds  the  foldier  at  his  left  fired  next,  and  the  others 
one  after  the  other.  After  the  fi r ft.  gun  was  fired,  1  heard  the 
word  Fire ,  but  who  faid  it  I  know  not  ;  after  the  fi r ft  gun  was 
fi  eJ  the  faid  officer  had  full  time  to  forbid  the  other  foldiers  vot 
to  fire ,  but  I  did  not  hear  him  /peak  to  them  at  all ;  then  turning 
myfelf to  the  left  I  faw  one  man  dead,  diftant  about  fix  feet; 
I  having  a  flick  in  my  hand  made  a  flroke  at  the  foldier 
w  ho  fired,  and  ftruck  the  gun  out  of  his  hand.  I  then  made 
a  flroke  at  the  officer,  my  right  foot  flipt,  that  brought  me  on 
my  knee,  the  blow  falling  fhort,  he  fays  I  hit  his  arm  ;  when 
I  was  recovering  myfelf  from  the  fall  I  faw  the  foldier  that 
fired  the  fir  A  gun  endeavor!  ngtopufh  me  through  with  his  bayonety 
on  which  I  threw  my  flick  at  his  head,  the  foldier  flarting 
back,  gave  me  opportunity  to  jump  from  him  into  exchange- 
lane,  or  I  mud  been  inevitably  run  thro'  my  body.  I  looked 
back  and  faw  three  perfons  laying  on  the  ground,  and  perceiv¬ 
ing  a  foldier  flcppmg  round  the  corner  as  I  thought  to  fhoot 
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me,  I  ran  down  Exchange  lane,  and  fo  up  the  next  intoKing- 
ftreet,  and  followed  Mr.  Gridley  with  feveral  other  perfons 
with  the  body  of  Capt.  Morton's  apprentice  up  to  the  prifon 
houfe,  and  faw  he  had  a  ball  (hot  through  his  breaft  ;  at  my 
return  I  found  that  the  officer  and  foldiers  were  gone  to  the 
main  guard.  'To  my  befi  observation  there  ivere  not  f evenly  people 
in  Kingjlreet  at  the  time  of  their  fifing ,  and  them  very  faltering, 
but  inafew  minutes  after  the  firing  there  were  upwards  of  a 
thoufand  ;  hading  the  foldiers  were  gone  i  went  up  to  the 
main-guard  and  faw  there  the  foldiers  were  formed  into  three 
divifions,  the  front  divifion  in  the  pofture  of  platoon  firing, 
and  I  expended  they  would  fire.  Hearing  that  his  Honor  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  was  going  to  the  Council-chamber,  I 
Went  there,  his  Honor  looking  cut  of  the  door  defired  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  hear  him  fpeak  ;  he  defired  them  to  go  home  and  he 
wouid  enquire  into  the  affair  in  the  morning,  and  that  the 
law  fhould  take  its  courfe,  and  fa;d,  I  will  live  and  die  by  the 
law.  A  gentleman  defired  his  Honor  to  order  the  foldiers  to 
their  barracks,  he  anfwered  it  was  notin  his  power,  and  that 
he  had  no  command  over  the  troops  and  that  it  lay  with  Col. 
Dalrymple  and  not  with  him,  but  that  he  would  fend  for  him, 
which  after  fome  time  he  did  ;  upon  that  a  gentleman  defi¬ 
led  his  Honor  to  look  out  of  the  window  facing  the  main- 
guard,  to  fee  the  pofition  the  foldiers  were  in,  ready  to  fire  on 
the  inhabitants ,  which  he  did  after  a  good  deal  of  perfwajion ,  and 
called  for  Col.  Carr  and  defired  him  to  order  the  troops  to 
their  barracks  in  the  fame  order  they  were  in  ;  accordingly 
they  were  ordered  to  fhouider  their  guns,  and  were  marched 

off  by  fome  officers,  and  further  faith  not. 

J  RTCH.  PALMES.' 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  17.  1770.  Richard  Palmes,  above- 
named,  after  due  examination,  made  caih  to  the  truth  c  f 
the  above  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
ff  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Hill.  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  54.) 

William  Wyat  of  Salem,  coafter,  teftify  and  fay,  that  laft 
Monday  evening,  being  the  fifth  day  of  March  current, 

I  was  in  Bofton,  down  at  Treat’s  wharf,  where  my  veftel  was 
lying,  and  hearing  the  bells  ring  fuppoied  there  was  a  fire  in 
tfig  whereuppu  I  b&ftsned  up  to  the  towa-houfe*  on  the 


1 


-•ff  -  •  W  -  :  f..T  * 


Wx.-W-  \ 
iv:1'-'  ;  ••^. 


__ _ 


[  4*  ] 

..  • 

fouth  fide  of  it,  where  I  faw  an  officer  of  the  army  lead  out  of 
the  guard-houfe  there  feven  or  eight  foldiers  of  the  army,  and 
lead  them  down,  in  Teeming  hafte,  to  the  cuftom-houfe  on  the 
north  fide  of  kingftreet,  where  I  followed  them,  and  when  the 
officer  had  got  there  with  the  men,  he  bid  them  face  about. 
I  Hood  juft  below  them  on  the  left  wing,  and  the  faid  officer  cr - 
dered his  men  to  load,  which  they  did  accordingly,  with  the  ut- 
moft  difpatch,  then  the)  remained  about  fix  minutes,  with 
their  firelocks  refted  and  bayonets  fixed,  but  not  (landing  in 
exadl  order.  I  obferved  a  ccnfderable  number  of  young  lads ,  and 
here  and  there  a  man  amcngjl  them ,  about  the  middle  of  the  Jlreety 
facing  the  foldiers,  but  not  within  ten  or  twelve  feet  diftance 
from  them;  I  obferved  fome  of  them,  viz.  the  lads,  &c.  had 
fticks  in  their  hands,  laughing, (houting,  huzzaing,  and  crying 
fire  ;  but  could  not  obferve  that  any  of  them  threw'  any  thing  at 
the  foldiers,  or  threatened  any  of  them.  1  hen  th t  faid  officer 
retired  from  before  the  foldiers  and  fteping  behind  them,  to¬ 
wards  the  right  wing,  bid  the  foldiers  fire  ;  they  not  firing,  he 
prefently  again  bid  'em  fire;  they  not  yet  firing,  he f  amp  d  and 
laid ,  damn  your  bloods ,  fire^  be  the  confequence  what  it  wilt  ;  then 
the  fecond  man  on  the  left  wing  fired  oft  his  gun.  then,  after  a 
very  fhort  paufe,  they  fired  one  after  another  as  cj u ic as  poffi- 
ble,  beginning  on  the  right  wing  ;  the  laft  man  s  gun  on 
the  left  wing  flafh’d  in  the  pan,  then  he  prim  d  again,  and  the 
people  being  withdrawn  from  before  the  foldiers,  moll  of  them 
further  down  the  ftreet,  he  turn'd  his  gun  toward  them  ana  f red 
upon  them.  Immediately  after  the  principal  firing.  1  faw  three 
of  the  people  fall  down  in  the  ftreet,  prefently  after  the  <alt  gun 
was  fired  off,  the  faid  officer,  who  had  commanded  the  foldiers 
(as  above)  to  fire,  fprung  before  them,  waving  his  fword  or 
flick,  faid,  Damn  ye,  rafeals,  what  did  ye  fire  for,  and  ftruclc 
up  the  gun  of  one  of  the  foldiers  who  was  loading  again, 
whereupon  they  feemed  confounded  and  fired  no  more.  1  then 
went  up  behind  them  to  the  right  wing,  where  one  of  the 
people  w?as  lying,  to  fee  whether  he  was  dead,  where  theie 
were  four  or  five  people  about  him, one  of  them  faying  he  was 
dead  ;  whereupon  one  of  the  foldiers  faid  damn  his  blood  he 
is  dead,  if  he  ever  fpravvl  again  I  will  be  damned  tor  him. 
And  I  remember  as  the  faid  officer  was  going  down  with  the 
foldiers  towards  the  Cuftom-Houfe,  a  gentleman  fpoke  to  him 
and  faid  Capt.  Prejion ,  for  God’s  fake  keep  your  men  in  order 
mind  what  you  are  about.  And  further  I  fay  not. 

March  7.  *77*  WILLIAM  WYAT 

f  f  Suffolk^ 
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Suffolk,  ft!  Bofton,  March  13.  1770.  William  Wyatt ,  above- 
named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  above  written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re - 
memhrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Tudor,  Tuft.  Peace. 

(No.  55.) 

T  Henry  Knox  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  that  ’between 
-*■  nine  and  ten  o’clock  P.  M.  the  fifth  inftant  I  faw  the 
centry  at  the  Cuftom-Houfe  charging  his  mufket  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  young  perfons  crofting  from  Royal  Exchange  toQuaker 
lane, feeing  him  load,  ftopt  and  afked  him  what  he  meant  ?  and 
told  others,  the  centry  was  going  to  fire.  They  then  huzza’d 
and  gather’d  round  him  at  about  ten  feet  diftant,  I  then 
advancing  went  up  to  him,  and  the  centry  fnatfd  his  piece  upon 
them,  Knox  told  him  if  he  fired  he  died.  The  centry  anfwer- 
ed  he  did  not  care,or  words  to  that  purpofe,  damning  themznd 
faying,  if  they  touched  him,  he  would  fire.  The  boys  told 
him  to  fire  and  be  damned  :  Immediately  on  this  I  re¬ 
turned  to  the  reft  of  the  people  and  endeavoured  to  keep 
every  boy  from  going  up,  but  finding  it  incfFe&ual  went  off 
thro’  the  crowd  and  faw  a  detachment  of  about  eight  or  nine 
men  and  a  corporal  headed  by  Capt.  Prefilon.  I  took  Capt. 
Prefton  by  the  coat  and  told  him  for  God’s  fake  to  take  his 
men  back  again,  for  if  they  fired  his  life  mud  anfwer  for  the 
confequence  ;  he  replied  he  was  fenfible  of  it,  or  knew  what 
he  was  about, or  words  to  that  pnrpoCe  ;  and  feemed  in  great 
hafte  and  much  agitated.  While  I  was  talking  with  Capt . 
Prejlon  the  foldiers  of  his  detachment  had  attacked  the  people  with 
their  bayonets.  There  was  not  the  leaf}  provocation  given  to  Capt • 
Prejlon  or  his  party ,  the  backs  of  the  people  being  towards  them 
when  thy  were  attacked.  During  the  time  of  the  attack  I 
frequently  heard  the  words  damn  your  Hood  andfiuch  like  exprejjions. 
When  Capt .  Prejlon  faw  his  party  engaged  he  di redly  left 
me,  and  went  into  the  crowd  and  I  departed  :  the  deponent 
further  fays  that  there  was  not  prefent  in  Kingflrect  above  feventy 
or  eighty  people  at  the  extent ,  according  to  his  opinion. 

HENRY  KNOX. 

Suffolk,  fT.  Bofton,  March  17.  1770.  Henry  Knox,  above- 
named ,  after  due  'examination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  above-written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re-* 
memhrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dan  a,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Hill,  juft,  Peace*  Edwar4 
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(No.  56.) 

T^Eward  Payne  of  Bofton,  merchant,  teftifies  and  fays,  that 
on  the  evening  of  the  fifth  inftant,  on  hearing  the  bells 
ring,  he  fuppofed  there  was  fire,  but  on  going  out  he  was  in¬ 
formed  there  was  not  any  fire,  but  a  riot  of  the foldiers ,  and 
that  the  foldiers  were  cutting  down  Liberty-tree. — That  he 
went  into  Kingftreet,  where  he  met  Mr.  Walker  the  fhip- 
wright,  who  informed  him,  that  the  foldiers  at  Smith’s  bar¬ 
racks  had  fallied  out  upon  the  inhabitants,  and  had  cut  and 
beat  a  number  of  perform ,  but  were  drove  back  to  their  barracks. 
— That  he  (the  deponent)  then  went  to  the  eaft  end  of  the 
Town-houfe,  where  he  heard  the  fame  report  from  divers  per- 
fons. — That  whilft  he  flood  there,  a  number  of  perfons,  not 
exceeding  twenty ,  fome  of  them  with  fticks  in  their  hands, came 
up  the  lane  by  Silfby’s  into  Kingflreet,  at  which  time  there 
was,  as  near  as  he  can  judge,  about  the  fame  number  in  King - 
flreet,  when  a  lad  came  up  from  the  cuflom-houfe,  and  in¬ 
formed  the  people,  that  the  centinel  there  had  knocked  down 
a  lad  belonging  to  their  fhop,  upon  which  the  people  moved 
that  way,  and  furrounded  the  centinel, — That  this  deponent 
then  went  home,  and  flood  upon  the  fell  of  his  entry  door, 
which  is  nearly  oppofiteto  the  eaft  end  of  the  cuftom-houfe, 
where  he  was  foon  joined  by  Mr.  George  Bethune  and  Mr. 
Harrifon  Gray,  that  the  people  round  the  centinel  were  then 
crying  out  Fire,  Fire,  damn  you  why  don’t  you  Fire,  foon  af¬ 
ter,  he  perceived  a  number  of  foldiers  coming  down  towards 
-the  centinel,  with  their  arms  in  a  horizontal  pofture,  and 
their  bayonets  fixed,  who  turned  the  people  from  before  the 
cuftom-houfe,  and  drew  up  before  the  door,  the  people,  who 
flill  remained  in  the  ftreet  and  about  the  foldiers,  continued 
calling  out  to  them  to  fire.  In  this  fituation  they  remained 
fome  minutes,  when  he  heard  a  gun  fnap,  and  prefently  a  Tin¬ 
gle  gun  fired,  and  foon  after  feveral  others  went  off  one  after 
another,  to  the  number  of  three  or  four,  and  then  heard  the 
rammers  go  into  the  guns  astho’  they  were  loading;  imme¬ 
diately  after  which  three  or  four  more  went  off  in  the  fame 
manner  ;  at  which  time,  a  ball  pafs’d  through  the  deponent’s 
right  arm,  upon  which  he  immediately  retired  into  the  houfc\ 
That  at  the  time  of  the  centinel’s  being  furrounded,  and  at  the* 
time  of  the  fu  ing,  it  appeared  to  the  deponent,  that  there  were 
from  fifty  to  an  hundred  perfons  in  the Jlrcet ,  and  not  more.  I  he 
deponent  further  faith  not.  EDWARD  PAYNE. 

Teft .  Mr.  Payne  fubferibed  his 
name  with  his  left  hand. 

John  Amory% 


Suffolk, 
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Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  21.  1770.  Edward  Payne,  above *» 
named ,  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 

aforefaid  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of 
the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  57*) 

JOhn  Gammell  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fay?,  that  foon  af¬ 
ter  the  bells  rang  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  inftant,  he 
ftood  by  the  Town-houfe,  and  faw  a  party  conhfting  of  about 
fifteen  or  fixteen  foldiers,  come  out  of  the  main  guard,  and  a 
ferjeant  or  corporal  ordered  them  to  prime  and  load,  which 
they  did,  and  a  detachment  of  about  fix  men  with  a  corporal 
filed  oft  toWilliams’s  court,  as  was  faid  to  call  Captain  Prefion , 
and  the  reft  to  the  Cuflom- Houfe  :  A  few  minutes  after,  they 
took  their  poft  by  the  cuftom-houfe,  the  deponent  went  down 
and  faw  them  pufhing  at  the  people  with  their  bayonets  and 
tellinsi  them  to  ftand  oft' or  thev  would  fire  upon  them  ;  the 
people  laughed  at  them  ;  and  told  them  they  dared  not  to  fire. 
Not  long  after  the  deponent  heard  the  word  Fire,  and  quickly 
the  man  on  the  right  wing  fired,  and  fucceftively  feveral  more. 
— On  this  the  deponent  walked  off  through  Quaker  lane  : 
And  further  faith  not.  JOHN  GAMMELL. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  17.  1770.  John  Gammell,  above- 
named,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  oj  the 
above  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the 
thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 

(No.  58.) 

I  Charlotte  Bourgate,  of  lawful  age,  an  indented  fervant 
to  Edward  Manwaring,  Efq ,  being  at  my  mailer's  lodgings 
at  Mr.  Hudfon’s  ar  the  north  end,  on  the  night  of  the  horrid 
mafiacre  in  ICingftrect,  of  the  5ft3  inftant,  heard  the  belis  ring, 
which  I  took  to  be  for  fire,  (about  haif  an  hour  before  the  belis 
rung  my  mafler,  with  one  M x .  Jviunro,  find  they  wouid  go  to  the 
cuftom-houfe  and  drink  a  gials  of  wine)  then  I  went  out,  there 
being  nobody  in  the  houfe  that  I  knew  of  but  dl^r.  Mudfon  <3  wife , 
ihen  I  went  up  to  the  cujtom-houfe  door  and  knocic<.d,  when  a 
you  no-  man,  which  I  have  fince  heard  was  named  Hammond 

Green,  lei  me  m  and  locked  the  door,  when  a  faw  my  mafer  ard 
' ?  Mr. 


■  •  '.  r  " 


■which  I  have  fince  heard  was  named  Hammond  Green,  let  me 
in  and  locked  the  door,  when  I  faw  my  Mafer  and  Mr.  Mun- 
rve  come  down  hairs,  and  go  into  a  room,  when  four  or  five 
men  went  up  hairs  pulling  and  haleing  me  after  them,  and 


faid,  my  good  boy  coine  ;  when  I  <ivas  carried  into  the  chamber ' 


there  was  but  one  light  in  the  room ,  and  that  in  the  corner  of  the 
chamber ,  when  I  faw  a  tall  man  loading  a  gun  (then  1  faw 
to.no  guns  in  the  room)  my  matter  not  being  in  the  chamber, 
there  was  a  nuinber  of  gentlemen  in  the  room  :  After  the  gun 
was  loaded,  the  tall  man  gave  it  to  me  and  told  me  to  fire,  and 


faid  he  would  kill  me  if  I  did  not  ;  I  told  him  1  would  not.  He 
drawing  a  fword  out  of  his  cane ,  told  me,  if  I  did  not  fire  it. 


he  would  run  it  thro'  ?ny  guts .  The  man  putting  the  gun  out 
of  the  window,  it  being  a  little  open,  l  fired  it  fide  way  up  the 
hreet  ;  the  tall  man  then  loaded  the  gun  again .  1  heard  the 

halls  go  down .  The  man  then  laid  it  on  the  window  again, 
and  told  me  to  fire  it.  I  told  him  /  would  not  fire  again  ;  lie 
told  me  again,  he  would  run  ?ne  thro ’  the  guts  if  1  did  not . 
Upon  which  I  fired  the  fame  way  up  the  ftreet.  After  I  fired 


the  fecond  gun,  I  faw  my  snajler  in  the  room  ;  he  took  a  gun 
and  pointed  it  out  of  the  window  ;  1  heard  the  gun  go  off  :  Then 


a  tall  man  came  and  clapp’d  me  on  the  flioulders  above  and 
below  flairs,  and  faid  that’s  my  good  boy.  I’ll  give  you  fome 
money  to  morrow.  I  faid,  I  don’t  want  any  money.  There 
being  a  light  in  the  lower  room,  and  the  door  being  upon  the 
jarr,I  faw  it  was  the  tall  man  that  clapp’d  me  on  the  fhoulder; 
then  the  young  man  Hammond  Green  let  me  out  ot  the  door, 
there  being  two  or  three  people  in  the  entry,  when  I  got  out  of 
the  houfe,  I  faw  a  number  of  people  in  the  ftreets.  And  1  ran 
home  as  fafl  as  I  could,  and  let  up  all  night  in  my  mafler’s 
kitchen.  .  And  further  fay,  that  my  maftcr  licked  me  the  next 
night  for  telling  Mrs.  Waldron  about  his  firing  out  of  theCufiom 
houfe.  And  [or  fear  that  I  foould  be  licked  again,  I  did  deny* 
all  that  I  laid  before  Juitice  Quincy,  which  I  am  very  lorry 
for.  And  further  I  fay  not.  his 


Charlotte  x  Botrrgat<? 
Mark. 


Attcfl.  Elifha  Story, 

Edward  Crafts. 


Suffolk,  fc.  Bofton,  March  f?,  1770.  Charlotte  Eoargate 
above-named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the 
truth  of  the  above  affidavit,  Edward  Manwaringffqj 
and  J ohn  Munrce  above  named,  were  jiotified  and  pre 
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fent  ;  and  interrogated  the  deponent „  Taken  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before ,  John  Ruddock,  jus.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorunj; 
And,  John  Hill,  Jus.  Peace. 


(No.  59.)  _ 

GILLAM  Bafs  of  lawiul  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that  being 
in  Kingftreet  on  monday  night  the  5th  inftant,  after 
nine  oi  the  clock,  he  faw  about  an  hundred  people  gather ed 
about  the  cuflom- houfe,  and  prcfently  came  a  party  of  armed 
ibldiers,  with  bayonets  fixed  from  the  main  guard  keeping  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  kingftreet,  ’till  they  came  nearly  oppofite  the 
cuflom-houle,  and  then  puffed  over  driving  through  the  people 
in  l'o  rough  a  manner,  that  it  appeared  to  the  deponent  that 
they  intended  to  create  a  difturbance.  They  polled  themfelves 
between  the  cuftom-houfe  door  and  the  weft  corner  of  it  ;  and 
in  a  few  minutes  began  to  fire  upon  the  people.  T  wo  or  three 
of  the  flafhes  fo  high  above  the  reft,  that  the  deponent  verily 
believes  they  ?nufl  have  come  from  the  cufiom- houje  windows  : 
And  further  faith,  that  he  obferv'd  no  violence  to  the  foldiers  at 
or  before  the  firings  or  to  the  cujiotn- honjc ,  by  the  people. 

GILLAM  BASS. 

Suffolk,  fc.  Boflonr  March  16,  1770.  Gtllam  Bafs  above - 
named ,  after  due  examination t  made  oath  to  the  truth 
of  the  above  affidavit.  Taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing . 

Beforef  Ri:  Dana,  juft,  of  Peace,  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Jus.  Peace. 


(No.  60.) 

ENJAMIN  Alline,  of  lawful  age,  teftifies  and  fays,  that 
on  Monday  evening  the  5th  current,  hearing  the  bells 
ring  after  nine  o’clock,  he  came  into  Kingftreet,  and  faw  the 
cuftcm  houfe  cenlry  handing  quietly  in  his  place.  About  4 
or  5  minu  tes  after,the  boys  in  the  ftreet  came  up  near  to  him, 
and  made  a  noife,  on  which  the  foldier  returned  to  the  cuftcm 
houfe  fteps.  The  deponent  quickly  after  this  faw  the  cujlom 
houfe  door  open ,  and  the  centry  turn  that  way,  and  foon  fhut 
again.  The  centry  then  faced  the  boys  and  waved  his  gun  a- 
bout  as  if  to  keep  them  off,  and  in  a  few  minutes  8  or  9  foldi¬ 
ers  came  down  with  an  officer  at  their  head, and  placed  them- 
lelves  round  the  centry,  and  in  a  few  minutes  after,  he  heard 
the  word  Fire ,  and  they  fired  in  fuccefiion,  ojie  after  the  other. 
rl  he  deponent  further  faith,  that  when  he  firft  arrived  at  the 
cuftctm  houfe*  there  did  not  feem  to  be  more  than  5c  or  40 
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people  round  it ,  moftly  boys,  and  they  offered  no  violence  as  he 
observed,  only  making  a  noife  and  huzzaing.  And  further  faith 

not.  BENJAMIN  ALLINE. 

Suffolk,  ff.  B  oft  on. ,  March  17,  1770.  Benjamin  Alline  above- 
named,  after  due  examination,  made  oath  to  the  truth 
of  the  above-written  Affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
Remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before ,  Ri  :  Dana,  Jus.  of  Peace  and  of  tb t  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  judice  Peace. 


(No.  61.) 

I  Francis  Read  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  on  monday  evening 
the  5th  inftant,  hearing  the  bells  ringing  in  the  center  ok 
the  town,  I  came  into  kingftreet  and  found  near  an  hundred 
people  moftly  boys  ftanding  round  at  about  7  or  S  yards  didance 
from  the  cuftom-houfe,  before  which  Hood  a  ioldier  on  centry. 
In  a  few  minutes  I  faw  a  little  man  in  a  grey  furtout  with  his 
ha  r  clubb’d  open  the  cuftcm-houje  door  and  go  in,  and  quickly 
after  the  centry  went  to  faid  door  then  a  little  open ,  mid  fcevi- 
cd  to  fpeak  with  fomebody  in  the  koufe ,  after  which  the  door  was 
font,  and  the  centry  loaded  his  piece.  In  about  3  or  4  mi¬ 
nutes  I  faw  a  party  of  foldiers  come  down  from  the  main 
guard  with  an  officer,  which  were  polled  in  a  femicircle  from 
the  door  round  the  centry  box  to  the  fouthweft  corner  of  the 
cuftom-houfe.  About  5  or  6  minutes  after  they  were  polled,! 
heard  the  word  fire  from  among  the  foldiers ,  and  in  a  little 
time  after  the  foldiers  fired ;  firll  one  gun,  then  another,  fome- 
times  two  at  once,  ’till  8  or  10  were  fired.  Calling  my  eyes 
about  after  the  firing  was  over,  I  faw  the  fmoke  of  two  dif- 
charaes  high  above  the  reft.  On  this  I  left  the  place,  and  fur¬ 
ther"  fay  not.  FRANCIS  READ: 

Suffolk,  fc:  B  oft  on,  March  20,  1770.  Francis  Read  above- 
named,  after  due  examination,  made  oath  to  t^e  truth 
of  the  aforefaid  affidavit .  ‘ Taken  to  perpetuate  the 

remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before ,  John  Ruddock,  Jus.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
And,  Belchlk.  Noyes,  Ju ft.  o’Peace. 

,  (No  62.) 

TDIMOND  Morton,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and  fay,  that 
on  Monday  night  the  5th  inftant,  between  the  hours  of 
nineand  ten  I  heard  the  cry  of  lire  by  my  houfe.  Immedi¬ 
ately  I  ran  out  towards  the  town  lionfe  ;  when  l  got  between 
the  Old-South  Meeting  and  the  Old-Brick  Meeting,  1  met 
fomc  people,  they  told  me  there  was  no  fire,  but  people  ga- 
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ther’d  in  Kingftreet  ;  immediately  I  left  them  and  came  to¬ 
wards  the  town-houfe,  when  I  faw  a  number  of  people  go 
round  the  Brazen-head  corner,  fome  crying  they  are  this  way, 
and  I  run  in  amongft  them,  and  came  down  before  the  cuftom 
houfe,  and  there  I  faw  a  centinel  walking  backwards  and  for¬ 
wards  before  the  door.  Soon  after  I  faw  the  centinel  retreat 
back  upon  the  hone  of  the  cuftom  houfe  door, waving  his  bay¬ 
onet  bread  high  all  the  way.  When  he  got  on  the  (lone  he 
drew  his  cartridge  to  load  his  gun  ;  whilft  he  was  loading  his 
gun,  I  faw  rI  homas  Greenwood  a  waiter  to  the  commifiionera 
run  out  from  the  people  where  I  was,  and  run  behind  the  cen¬ 
tinel,  and  knock  at  the  door  of  the,  cuftoms,  and  was  foon  let 
in  :  By  that  time  the  centinel  had  his  gun  loaded.  Then  the 
people  cry’d,  you  dare  not  fire  ;  and  others  faid,  fire  and  bp 
damn’d  ;  then  the  boys  gave  two  or  three  ch’ers.  Upon  that 
I  faw  C apt.  P  ref  on  inarching  and  leading  donjon  from  the  main 
guard  eight  cr  ten  foldicrs ,  with  their  bayonets  fix' d,  fvoinging 
their  guns.  When  they  paiTed  me,  I  followed  them  down  to 
the  cuftom  houfe.  In  about  two  minutes,  Capt.  Prefton  or 
fome  other  perfon  ordered  them  to  load, which  they  did  ;  then 
I  went  towards  Quaker-lane,  when  I  faw  the  flaih  of  a  gun 
from  thefoldiers  at  the  cuftom  houfe,  and  a  man  fall  before 
me  ;  the  guns  being  repeatedly  fired,  I  looked  round  and  faw 
two  or  three  men  lay  down  on  the  fnow.  When  I  found  there 
were  three  dead,  and  a  number  of  others  wounded,  in  about 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes  afterwards,  I  faw  the  foldiers  march  to¬ 
wards  the  mainguard — the  fnow  being  at  that  time  near  a  foot 

deep - And  I  further  fay, that  I  did  notfee  any  infult  offered 

to  the  centinel  from  the  inhabitants  ;  and  at  the  time  the  guns 
nuere  fired,  t  here  were  not  above  fixty  or  fever  ty  per  fans  fanding 
before  the  cujlom  houfe  door, — —-And  further  1  lay  not. 

D1MOND  MORTON. 

Suffolk,  IT,  Boflon ,  March  17,  1770.  Dimond  Morton 
above-named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  t* 
the  Truth  of  the  above -writ ten  Affidavit,  taken  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  remembrance  of  the  Thing. 

Before ,  Ri:  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  &  of  the  Quorum. 

And,  John  Hill,  Jus.  Peace. 


(No.  63.) 

ENJAMIN  Frizel,  of  Pownalborough,  in  the  County  of 

_ j  Lincoln,  mariner,  of  lawful  age,  teftifieth  and  faith,  that 

in  the  evening '  of  the  5th  day  of  M arch  current,  going  to 
Capt.  Jofeph  Henftnw's  at  the  fouth  part  of  Bofton,  in  hi3 
v*/  thither,  under  Liberty  Tree,  e*a#Jy  at  eight  o'clock  of 

faid 
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/kid  evening,  he  faw  there,  eleven  foldiers,  and  an  officer  met 
them,  drefs’d  in  a  blue  iurtout  ;  upon  his  fpeaking  to  them, 
they  appear’d  very  fubmiffive,  the  officer  ordering  them  to 
appear  at  their  rel'pe&ive  places  at  the  time,  and  if  they  Ihould 
fee  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  or  any  other  people  not 
belonging  to  them,  with  arms,  clubs  or  any  other  warlike 
weapons,  more  than  two,  being  affembled  together,  to  order 
them  to  flop,  and  afk  them  their  buflnefis,  and  where  they  •were 
going;  if  they,  re fu fed  to  Hop,  or  tell  them  their  bufinels  or 
feperate  themfelves,  to  flop  them  with  their  firelocks,  and 
all  that  Jhall  take  their  part  :  alter  giving  thefe  orders,  the 
officer  went  off  to  the  northward,  and  the  foldiers  fouthward  ; 
upon  which  the  deponent  proceeded  about  his  bufmefs  as  far 
as  Wheeler’s  point,  and  while  there,  the  bell  rang  as  ufual  for 
fire,  and  he  with  others  ran  to  the  town-houfe,  two  engines 
being  there  drawn,  the  men  attending,  left  them  on  the  weft 
end  of  the  town  houfe,  and  going  with  others  int<j>  kingftreet, 
were  flop' d  by  two  centinels  of  the  main  guard,  and  forbid  to 
pafs  on  their  peril,  arid  / 'aid  if  they  did,  they  would  fire  ett 
them  ;  but  one  man  fo  mew  fiat  bolder  than  the  reft,  laid  as 
the  belL  rang  for  fire,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  had 
good  right  to  pafs  thro’  any  ftreet  or  lane  of  the  town  he 
ihould  pafs,  and  lhouldering  a  flick  he  had  in  his  hand,  went 
forward  and  was  followed  by  the  deponent  and  many  others 
into  kingftreet,  the  deponent  taking  his  ftation  at  the  weft  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  houfe  now  called  the  cuftom*hpufe,  and  between 
the  corner  and  the  centry  box,  where  Handing  about  two  or 
three  minutes,  he  faw  fix, or  leven  foldiers  come  Irom  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  ftreet,  near  to  the  head  or  opening  of  royal* 
exchange  lane,  where  they  halted,  and  fome  of  them  fpoke  to 
the  centry  at  the  cuftom-houfe  and  faced  about,  in  which  pof- 
ture  they  flood  about  two  minutes,  and  in  that  time  he  heard 
nothing  /aid  to  them,  or  of  the?n,  by  any  of  the  inhabitants  ;  but 
heard  two  or  three  cheers  given  by  the  pc  »ple,  and  two  or 
three  boatfwain’s  calls  piped,  upon  the  laft  of  which  the  foldi¬ 
ers  began  their  fire,  tile  deponent  (bill  Handing  at  the  corner 
of  the  cuftom-houfe,  the  firft  difeharge  being  only  one  gun, 
the  next  of  two  guns,  upon  which  the  deponent  thinks  he  faw 
a  man  Humble  ;  the  third  difeharge  was  o(  three  guns,  upon 
which  he  thinks  he  faw  two  men  fall,  and  immediately  after 
were  difeh  urg’d  five  guns,  two  of  which  were  by  foldiers  on 
his  right  hand,  the  other  three,  as  appear’d  to  the  deponent, 
•were  difieharg  d  front  the  balcony  or  the  chamber  windo  w  of  the 
enflonn  houfe-,  the  flafhes  appearing  on  the  left  hand  and  higher 
than  the  right  hand  flafhes  appealed  to  be,  and  of  which  the 
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deponent  was  very  fenfible,  altho’  his  eyes  were  much  turn’d 
to  the  foldiers  who  were  all  on  his  right  hand  ;  foon  after 
this,  the  deponent  faw  five  men  on  the  ground,  three  where¬ 
of  appeared  to  be  dead,  and  the  other  two  to  be  ftruggling  ; 
for  the  fpace  of  twominutes  following  all  action  ceas’d  ;  after 
which  the  general  cry  was,  Jet  us  pick  up  the  dead,  and  not 
let  the  foldiers  have  them,  and  thereupon  the  deponent  afiifted 
in  fupporting  and  fteadying  one  who  was  wounded  ’till  a  chair 
was  brought  to  carry  him  off.  BENJAMIN  FRIZEL. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bof  on,  March  22,  1770.  Benjamin  Frizel  above- 
mention' d,  after  due  examination, made  oath  to  the  truth 
of  the  afore  [aid  Affidavit  >takeri  to  perpetuate  the  remem - 
hrance  of  the  Thing, 

Before ,  John  Ruddock,  Jus.  Peace  &  of  the  Quorum. 

And,  John  Hill,  jus.  Peace. 


(  No,  64.  ) 

JEREMIAH  Allen,  of  lawful  age,  teffifies  and  fays,  that  in 
the  evening  of  the  fifth  day  of  March  current,  being  at 
about  nine  o’clock  in  the  front  chamber  in  the  houfe  occupied 
by  Col.  Ingerfol  in  Kingftreet,he  heard  fome  guns  fired, which 
occafioned  his  goinginto  the  balcony  of  the  faid  howfe — That 
when  he  was  in  the  faid  balcony,  in  company  with  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Molineux.  jun.  and  John  Simpfon,he  heard  the  difcharge 
of  four  or  five  guns,  the  flalhes  of  which  appeared  to  be  to  the 
well  ward  of  the  centry  box  ;  and  immediately  after,  he  the 
deponent  heard  two  or  three  more  guns,  and  faw  the  fiafnes 
thereof  from  out  of  the  houfe  now  called  the  Cuftom-Houfe, 
as  they  evidently  appeared  to  him,  and  which  he  the  faid  de¬ 
ponent  at  the  fame  time  declared  to  the  aforefaid  Molineux 
and  Simpfon,  being  then  near  him,  faying  to  them,  at  the 
fame  time  pointing  his  hand  toward  the  Cuftom-Houfe,  there  they 
are  out  of  the  Cuflotn- Houfe . — And  further  the  deponent  faith, 
oot,  JEREMIAH  ALLEN. 

Suffolk,  IT.  The  above-named  Jeremiah  Allen  pcrfonally  ap¬ 
pearing,  and  being  carefully  examin'd,  and  duly  cau¬ 
tioned  to  teflify  the  whole  truth ,  maketh  foletnn  oath 
to  the  fore-written  depoftion  by  him  fubferib' d,  taken 
to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before ,  Ki:  Dana,  Juftice  of  Peace,  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juftice  Peace. 


(  No.  65  ) 

rOSIAH  Simpfon  of  lawfuLage,  teftifieth  and  faith,  that  on 
the  evening  of  the  5th  of  March  current,  at  about  nine  of 
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the  clock,  he  heard  a  bell  ringing  at  the  fouth  part  of  tho 
town,  which  caufed  him  to  leave  his  fhop  to  make  enquiry.— 
Soon  after,  he  heard  that  the  foldiers  had  rofe  upon  the  inha¬ 
bitants  ;  that  when  he  had  got  as  far  as  Faneuil  Hall,  feeing 
a  number  of  gentlemen  handing  together,  the  deponent  made 
up  to  them,  and  afked  them  what  the  difturbance  was  ;  they 
anfwered  him  that  two  young  men  had  been  abufed  by  the 
foldiers— but  that  the  foldiers  had  now  returned  to  their  bar¬ 
racks — he  then  proceeded  with  a  number  of  others  up  royal 
exchange  lane  :  at  the  head  ol  the  lane  fome  of  the  perfons 
with  him  cry’d  out  here  is  a  foldier  and  huzza’d  ;  immediate¬ 
ly  the  foldier  who  was  centry  near  to  the  box  before  the  cuflom 
houfe,  repaired  to  the  cttjlom  houfedoor;  at  which,  with  the 
knocker  thefoldier  gave  three  very  hard  ftrokes  ;  upon  which 
fome  pcrfon  within  fide  opened  the  door  and  [poke  to  him  remark - 
*bly  jbort  >  and  then  flout  it  again . — The  foldier  then  dire&ly 
loaded  his  gun,  knocking  the  breech  twice  hard  upon  the  hone 
fteps  :  at  the  fame  time  feven  foldiers  (as  the  deponentjudges) 
with  a  commanding  officer  came  and  cry’d  clear  the  way  as 
he  came  along  :  then  forming  them  into  a  half  circle,  ordered 
them  to  load  :  the  deponent  then  made  up  as  he  could  to  the 
officer,  and  faid  for  God's  fake  don’t  fire  upon  the  people,  he 
made  him  no  anfwer  :  then  turning  to  the  inhabitants  he  the 
deponent  exp  re  fled  himfelf  in  the  following  manner ;  for  God’s 
fake  don’t  trouble  thefe  men  for  they  are  upon  duty  and  will 
fire  :  turning  about  to  the  foldiers  he  faw  them  making  up  to 
the  inhabitants  with  their  bayonets  fixed  (about  ten  feet  off) 
directing  them  to  hand  off,  attempting  to  drive  them  away 
with  therr  bayonets  then  he  withdrew  himfelf  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  way,  where  feeinga  man  attempt  to  throw  a  club, 
he  beg’d  that  he  would  not  ;  adding  that  if  he  did  the  foldi- 
ers  would  fire,  and  he  did  not  :  the  deponent  then  (binding 
by  Warden  and  Vernon’s  fhop  on  the  fouth  fide  of  King- flreet 
with  his  back  to  the  foldiers  ;  immediately  after  heard  the 
word  prefent  ;  at  which  word  he  (looped  down. — A  little 
fpace  of  time  enfued,  and  then  he  heard  the  words,  damn  you , 
fire  ;  the  found  of  which  words  feemed  to  proceed  from  the 
left  of  all  the  fdHters,  and  very  near  to  the  centry  box  ;  upon 
this  order  he  judged  two  guns  were  difeharged,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  three  more,  and  then  two  more  ;  one  of  the  two  laft 
guns  went  about  five  or  fix  inches  over  the  deponent’s  back  : 
after  which  he  flood  up,  and  another  gun  was  difeharged 
which  wounded  one  Robert  Patterfon  in  the  arm,  and  the 
blood  was  fprinkled  upon  the  deponent’s  hand  and  waiflcoat: 
after  the  firing  the  deponent  fa\t  four  perfons  drop  :  then 
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looking  towards  the  foldiers  the  deponent  Taw  them  making 
towards  the  inhabitants  with  their  fixed  bayonents  ;  upon  which 
he  retired  down  Quaker-lane,  and  went  round  into  the  main 
ftreet  homewards  where  he  met  a  number  of  people  going  up 
royal  exchange  lane — from  thence  he  retired  home. 

JOSIAH  SIMPSON. 

The  deponent  further  faith  that  he  is  fatisjied  there  was  not 
more  than  feventy  or  eighty  people  in  King  fireet  who  offered  no 
violence  to  the  foldiers  or  to  any  other  per  fans  nor  threatened 
any.  JOSIAH  SIMPSON. 

Suffolk,  fc.  BoJIon ,  March  16,  1770*  Jofiah  Simpfon  above- 
named ,  after  due  examination,  made  oath  to  the  Truths 
of  the  aforewritten  Affidavit .  Taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  Thing. 

Before ,  Rt:  Dana,  Juft .  of  the  Peace,  &  of  the  Quorum* 
And,  John  Hill,  Jus.  Peace. 

(No.  66.) 

I  John  Wilfon  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  on  monday  even¬ 
ing  the  ^th  current,  I  was  at  Mr.  Burdett’s  at  the  head  of 
long- lane,  and  heard  the  bells  ring  and  fire  cried,  and  there¬ 
upon  went  in  company  with  others  to  king-ftreet,  and  faw  no 
difturbance  there,  hearing  the  bells  ftill  ringing,  I  afked  what 
was  the  matter  ?  The  people  faid  the  foldiers  had  inlulted  the 
inhabitants,  on  which  I  went  to  Cornhill,  where  the  buftle  had 
been,  and  found  no  foldiers  there.  Then  I  came  down  King- 
ftreet  oppofite  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  faw  a  man  with  a  light 
colour’d  furtout  coming  from  the  main  guard  go  up  to  the 
centry,  and  lay  his  hand  on  his  Ihoulder  and  fpeak  lome  words 
to  the  centry, and  then  enter  the  cajlom-houje  door.  On  this  the 
centry  grounded  the  breech  of  his  gun,  took  out  a  cartridge, 
primed  and  loaded,  and  fhoulder’d  his  firelock.  After  this  1 
drew  back  oppofiteMr  Stone’s, &  in  a' few  minutes  faw  a  party 
of  foldiers  headed  by  an  officer  coming  down  from  the  main 
guard,  crying  to  the  inhabitants,  Damn  you,  make  way  you, 
loogers  !  I  not  moving  from  my  place  was  ftruck  by  one  of 
them  on  the  hip  with  the  butt  ot  his  mulquet,  which  bruifed 
me  fo  much  that  it  was  next  day  very  fore,  and  much  dif- 
coloured.  The  officer  feeing  the  foldier  ftrike  me  faid  to  the 
fpldier  in  an  angry  manner  -why  don't  you  prick  the  hoegers  ? 
The  party  drew  up  before  the  cuftom-hoiiie  door,  and  ranged 
to  the  "Weft  corner  in  a  half  circle,  and  charged  their  pieces 
breaft  high.  Some  fmall  boys  coming  up  made  a  noife  to  the 
foldiers,  on  which  the  officer  faid  to  them  why  don  t  you  f  re  ? 
Damn  you  fire  !  They  hereupon  fired  and  two  men  fell  dead 
.  ••  in 
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In  my  fight.  I  then  left  the  place,  and  went  over  the  flreet 
and  afliftedPatterfon  the  wounded  man  in  getting  home.  The 
deponent  further  faith,  that  when  he  got  into  kingftreet  he 
faw  nobody  but  the  centry  walking  backwards  and  forwards 
by  the  cuftom-houfe,and  then  Went  toCornhill  as  above  ;  and 
at  the  time  of  firing  he  verily  believes  there  were  not  above 
fifty  perfons  in  the  Jtreet  tsear  the  cuflom-houfe,  the  fno w  being 
at  that  time  near  a  foot  deep,  and  further  I  fay  not., 

JOHN  WILLSON. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Boflon>  March  19,  1770.  John  Willfoa 

above-named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the 
Truth  of  the  above-written  Affidavit , taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  Thing, 

Before ,  RiiDana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace  &  of  the  Quorum, 
And,  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(  No.  67.  ) 

GEORGE  Coder, of  the  Bay  of  Bulls, in  the  ifland  of  New* 
foundland,  Mariner,  of  lawful  age,  teftifieth  and  faith, 
that  being  in  Bofton,  about  nine  of  the  clock,  in  the  evening 
of  the  5th  day  of  March  current,  he  the  deponent  was  hand¬ 
ing  in  Kingftreet,  near  the  middle  of  laid  ftreet,  and  whil« 
there  (landing,  among  a  large  number  of  other  people,  in 
about  5  or  6  minutes  after  he  ftopt,  he  heard  the  word  of  com¬ 
mand  given  to  the  foldiers  ^>^,upon  which  one  gun  was  fired, 
which  did  no  execution,  as  the  deponent  obferv’d.  About'half 
a  minute  after  two  guns,  one  of  which  killed  one  Samuel  Cray  a 
ropemaker ,  the  other  a  molatto  man, between  which  two  men, the 
deponent  flood,  after  this  the  deponent  heard  the  difeharge  of 
four  cr  five  guns  more ,  by  the  foldiers  ;  immediately  after  which 
the  deponent  heard  the  difeharge  of  two  guns  or  piflols  from  an 
opeji  window  of  the  middle  fiory  of  the  cufiom- houfe ,  near  to  the 
place  where  the  centry  box  was  placed, and  being  but  a  fmall  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  window,  he  heard  the  people  from  within  fpeak 
and  laugh,  and  foon  after  he  faw  the  cafement  lower’d  down  ; 
after  which  the  deponent,  affiled  others  in  carrying  otf  one 
of  the  corps.  his 

GEORGE  V.  •j  COSTER 

Mark. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofon ,  March  16,  1770.  George  Cofter 
*  above-named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the 

Truth  of  the  above-w ritten  Affidavit,  taken  to  perpe¬ 
tuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before ,  Ri:  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace,  &  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juftice  Peace, 

M  (If®.  'I 
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SAMUEL  Drown  e  of  Bofton,  of  lawful  age,  teftifieth  and 
faith,  that  about  nine  ol  the  clock  of  the  evening  of  the 
fifth  day  of  March  current,  handing  at  his  own  door  in  Corn- 
hill,  faw  about  14  or  15  ioldiers  of  the  29U1  regiment,  who 
came  from  Murray’s  barrack,  fome  of  whom  were  armed  with 
7iaked  cutlafifes,  fwords  or  bayonets ,  others  with  clubs ,  fire  Jhovels 
or  tongs ,  and  came  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  then  ft  and* 
ing  or  walking  in  Cornhill,  and  abujed  fome  a?id  violently  afiault - 
ed  others  as  they  ?net  them ,  molt  of  whom  were  without  fo 
much  as  a  flick  in  their  hands  f§  defend  themfelves ,  as  the  de¬ 
ponent  very  clearly  could  difeern,  it  being  moon-light,  and 
Jiimfelf  being  one  of  the  affaulted  perfons — All  or  moft  of  the 
faid  foldiers  he  faw  go  by  the  way  of  Cornhill,  Crooked-lane 
and  Royal-exchange-lane  into  Kingftreet,  and  there  followed 
them,  and  loon  difcovered  them  to  be  quarrelling  and  fighting 
with  the  people  whom  they  faw  there,  which  the  deponent 
thinks  were  not  more  than  a  dozen ,  when  the  foldiers  came 
there  firft,  armed  as  aforelaid.  Of  thofe  dozen  people ,  the  mofil 
of  them  were  gentlemen ,  flan  ding  together  a  little  below  the 
town-houfe  upon  the  exchange.  At  the  appearance  of  thofe 
foldiers  fo  arm’d,  the  mod  of  the  twelve  perfons  went  of,  fome 

of  them  being  firft  afjaulted - After  which  the  faid  foldiers 

were  obferv’d  by  the  deponent,  to  go  towards  the  main-guard., 
from  whence  were  at  the  fame  time  iifuing  and  coming  into 
kingftreet  five  foldiers  of  faid  guard  and  a  corporal  arm’d 
with  firelocks, who  call’d  out  to  the  fore-mention’d  foldiers  arm’d 
with  cutlalfes,  &c.  and  faid  to  them  go  away,  on  which  they 
dispers'd  and  went  out  of  kingftreet,  fome  one  way  and  fome 
another — by  this  time  were  collected  together  in  kingftreet 
about  two  hundred  people ,  and  then  the  deponent  flood  upon 
the  fteps  of  the  exchange  tavern,  being  the  next  houfe  to  the 
cuftom-houfe  ;  and  foon  after  faw  Capt .  P  rejlou,  whom  he  well 
knew ,  with  a  number  of  foldiers  arm’d  with  firelocks  drawn 
up  near  the  weft  corner  of  the  cuftom-houfe  ;  and  at  that 
infant  the  deponent  thinks  fo  great  a  part  of  the  people  were 
difpers’d  at  the  fight  of  the  armed  foldiers,  as  that  ?iot  more 
than  twenty  or  thirty  remained  in  kingfrect  ;*  thofe  who  did 

remain 

*  Mr.  Browne  fays  there  were  collefizd  together  in  King-fireet  about 
two  hundred  perfons ,  and  that  at  the  fight  of  the  armed  Soldiers , 
they  fo  far  difperfed,  as  that  not  more  than  twenty  or  thirty  re¬ 
in  ained  in  King  fireet. 

*1 his  Cir  cum  fiance  accounts  for  the  devcrfity  in  feme  of  the  deprfitions , 
with  ft  gard  to  the  number  of  perfons  in  King-fireet  about  that  time  : 
fitch  Depofitions  -probably  referring  to  different  moments. — Moments » 
becaufe  the  whole  difiurbance  in  King-fireet ,  from  its  beginning 
the  firing ,  continued  but  a  fhort  f  pace  of  time . 
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remain  being  moftly  Tailors  and  other  perfons  meanly  dreft, 
call’d  out  to  the  arm’d  foidiers  and  dared  them  to  fire,  upon 
which  the  deponent  heard  Capt .  Preflon  fay  to  the  foidiers , 
Damn  your  bloods  !  why  don't  you  fire  s'  the  foidiers  not  re- 

farding  thofe  words  of  their  captain,  he  immediately  faid 
ire.  Upon  which  they  fired  irregularly,  pointing  their  guns 
varioufly  in  a  part  of  a  circle  as  they  Hood  :  during  the  time 
of  the  foidiers  firing,  the  deponent  faw  the  fiafloes  of  to.no  guns 
fired  from  the  cufto?n- houfe,  one  of  which  was  out  of  a  •win¬ 
dow  of  the  chamber  weft  ward  of  the  balcoiiy,  and  the  other 
from  the  balcony  ,ihe gun  which  he  clearly  difcerned  being  pointed 
thro  ’  the  ballifters ,  a?id  the  perfon  who  held  the  gun  in  a  (looping 
pofture ,  withdraw  himfelf  into  the  houfe,  having  a  handkerchief 
or  fome  kind  of  cloth  over  his  face.  After  this  the  deponent 
a fiifted  in  carrying-off  the  dead  and  wounded,  as  Toon  as  the 
foidiers  would  permit  the  people  fo  to  do,  for  at  firft  they 
were  cruel  enough  to  obftruet  the  carrying  them  off. 

SAMUEL  DROWN£. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  16,  1770.  The  above  na'med 
Samuel  Drowne perfosially  appearing,  and  being  Care¬ 
fully  examin'd  and  duly  cautioned  to  teftify  the  whale 
truth ,  maketb  foleinn  oath  to  the  fore-written  depo- 
fttion  by  him  fubfcrib' d,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re - 
?ne?nbrance  of  the  thing. 

Before ,  Ri:  Dana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace  &  of  the  Quorum. 
And,  John  Hill,  Jus.  Peace. 

(No.  69.) 

J  Robert  Patterfon,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and  fay,  that  on 
Monday  night  the  5th  current,  being  at  Capt.  McNeill’s 
at  the  North  End,  heard  the  bells  ring,  and  fire  cry’d.  I  im¬ 
mediately  ran  ’till  I  got  into  royal-exchange-lane,  it  being  a- 
bout  a  quarter  after  9  o’Clock.  I  faw  a  number  of  people  in 
the  lane.  I  afked  what  was  the  matter  ;  they  told  me  that 
the  foidiers  were  going  to  kill  all  the  inhabitants.  I  immedi¬ 
ately  went  thro’  the  lane,  and  ftood  in  the  middle  of  King- 
ftreet  about  10  or  11  minutes, (the  centinel  then  Handing  lean¬ 
ing  againft  his  box)  when  I  faw  an  offrcer  with  7  or  8  foidiers 
coming  from  the  main  guard, clearing  the  way  with  their  guns 
and  bayonets,  go  below  the  centinel  box,  and  turn  up  &  place 
themfelves  around  it, facing  the  people  ftanding  opposite  royal- 
exchange  lane  ;  when  I  faw  a  man  with  a  light  coloured  fur- 
tout  at  the  cuftom-hou fe  door ,  the  door  being  wide  open,  there 
ftanding  with  his  (boulder  againft  the  fide — then  I  heard  the 
officer  order  the  foidiers  to  load  ;  which  they  did  :  After  that  I 
heard  the  people  fay,  damn  you*  why  don’t  you  fire.  In  a- 
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bout  a  minute  after,  I  heard  the  word  fire ,  (but  from  whom  I 
cannot  fay)  •which  the  foldiers  did .  Looking  round  I faw  three 
men  lay  dead  on  the  fnow  ;  the  fnow  being  at  that  time  near 
a  foot  deep .  Immediately  they  loaded  again.  The  people 
then  gave  three  cheers,  and  cry’d  out,  lets  go  in  upon  them, 
and  prevent  their  firing  again  .*  Upon  which  they  put  on  their 
hats  and  advanced  towards  them  :  My  hand  being  rais’d  to 
put  on  my  hat,  ftill  advancing  towards  the  foldiers,  the  centi- 
■nel  up  •with  his  gun  and '  fired ,  the  balls  going  through  my  lower 
right  arnty  my  ha?id  immediately  falling  ;  and  finding  myfelf 
wounded,  made  the  belt  of  my  way  home  with  help.  And  fur¬ 
ther  I  fay  not.  his 

Attefl.  Elifha  Story.  Robert  yp  Patterfon, 

Mark. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bcjlon,  March  2.0,  1770.  Robert  Patterfon  above - 
7ia?ned>  after  due  exa?nination>  made  oath  to  the 
Truth  of  the  aforefaid  Affidavit^  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  rc7?ie??ibrance  of  the  Thing. 

Before ,  John  R uddock,  Juft.  Peace  &  of  the  Quorum, 
And,  John  Hill,  Jus.  Peace. 

(No.  70.) 

CATO,  a  Negro  Man,  fervant  to  Tuthil  flubbart,  Efq; 

being  of  lawful  age,  teftifies  and  fays,  that  on  monday 
evening  the  fifth  of  March  current,  on  his  hearing  the  cry  of 
fire,  he  ran  into  King-ftreet,  where  he  faw  anumber  of  people 
affembled  before  the  cuftom-houfe  ;  that  he  flood  near  the  cen- 
try  box  and  faw  the  foldiers  fire  on  the  people,  who  flood  in 
the  middle  of  faid  ftreet,  diredtly  after  which  he  faw  twoflafhes 
of  guns,  one  quick  upon  the  other  from  the  chamber  window 
of  the  cuftom-houfe  ;  and  that  after  the  firing  was  all  over, 
while  the  people  were  carrying  away  the  dead  and  wounded, 
he  fans)  the  cuftom-houfe  door  opened ,  and  fever al  foldiers  {one 
cf  whom  had  a  cutlafs)  go  into  the  cujlotn-houfe  and  flout  the 
door  after  tke?n>  that  before  the  foldiers  fired  he  heard  a  voice 
faying,  da?nn  ycu,  why  don  t  you  fire ,  but  did  not  fee  who  it 
Was.  his 

Tefl.  John  Edwards.  Cato  (  c. 

Mark. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Boflon ,  March  16,  177 o.  The  above  namec % 
Cato,  after  careful  examination ,  made  oath  to  the 
Truth  of  the  above- writ  ten  Affidavit ,  taken  to  perr 
petuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before ,  Ri:  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  &  of  the  Quorum. 

And  John  Hill,  Jus.  Peace. 

(No. 
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(No  71) 

ANIEL  Ufher  of  lawful  age,  teftifiesand  fays,  that  com- 
J  ing  into  King-ftreet  about  half  after  nine  o’clock  on 
monday  evening  the  fifth  current,  he  faw  feveral  perfons  mod* 
ly young  folks  gathered  between  the  town-houfe  and  cofFee- 
houfe,  fome  of  whom  were  talking  to  the  centinel  at  the  com* 
miflioners  or  cuftom-houfe  ;  after  fome  time  the  boys  at  a  dif- 
tance  began  to  throw  fight  fnow  halls  at  him,  which  he  feem- 
«d  much  enraged  at,  &  went  on  to  the  cuftom-houfe  fteps  where 
he  appeared  to  have  charged  his  gun  giving  it  a  heavy  ftamp 
upon  the  door  ftep  as  if  to  force  down  the  lead,  and  thenfwore 
to  the  boys  if  they  came  near  him  he  would  blow  their  brains 
cut.  About  ten  minutes  after  this,  the  deponent  faw  Capt . 
P  ref  on  leading  feven  or  eight  men  from  towards  the  town - 
bpufe,  and  placed  them  between  the  cufiom- houfe  door  and  the 
centinel  bow  About  four  or  five  minutes  after  they  were  polled, 
the  fnow  balls  now  and  then  coming  towards  the  foldiers,th$ 
Capt.  commanded  them  to  fire.  Upon  this  one  gun  quickly 
went  off,  and  afterwards  he  faid  fire  by  all  means  !  others 
fuccecding  and  the  deponent  being  utterly  unarm’d,  to  avoid 
further  danger  went  up  round  the  town-houfe  till  the  fray 
was  over.  And  further  faith  not. 

DANIEL  USHER. 

Suffolk,  ff.  March  16,  I77°*  'The  above-named  Daniel 
Ufher  perfionally  appearing  and  being  carefully  ex¬ 
amin'd  and  duly  cautioned  to  tefify  the  whole  Truth, 
viaketh  folemn  oath  to  the  fore-written  depofition  by 
him  fubferibed ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remc?nbrance 
of  the  thing. 

Before ,  Ri:  Dana,  Juft,  of  thePeace  &  of  the  Quorum. 
And,  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  72.) 

1  ROBERT  Goddard,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and  declare, 
that  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  inftant, between  the  hours 
of  9  &  10  o’clock,  being  at  my  houfe  at  Wheeler’s  point,  I 
heard  the  cry  of  Fire.  1  ran  out  and  came  thro’  Long  Lane 
into  Kingftreet,  right  up  to  the  north-weft  fide  of  the  Town- 
houfe  ;  when  I  got  there,  I  faw  a  number  of  gentlemen  hand¬ 
ing  and  talking,  and  heard  them  fay,  that  there  was  a  man 
ftab’d  through  the  arm,  and  that  it  was  very  hard  that  the 
people  could  not  pafs  the  ftreets  without  being  ftabb’d.  Im¬ 
mediately  after,  I  heard  fome  people  cry  out  for  afliftance.  I 
then  went  down  into  Kingftreet,  and  in  going  down,  overtook 
an  officer  (as  I  tho’t)  with  S  or  9  foldicrs  with  bayonets 

charged 
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charged  bread-high,  the  officer  holding  a  naked  cut  la fs  in  his 
handy  /winging  and  calling,  J}  and  out  of  the  way,  and  the  foldi- 
ers  curjingand  damning ,  andpu/hijig  their  bayonets  to  clear  the 
way.  They  went  down  to  the  Cujlom-houfe,  and  placed  them- 
felves  juft  above  the  centincl  box ,  the  officer  then  ordered  the 
foldiers  to  place  themfelves,  which  they  did  in  a  half  circle  ; 
with  that  the  boys  came  up  near  to  the  foldiers  ((landing  as 
before).  The  officer  then  faid,  B©ys  go  off,  left  their  be  lome 
murder  done  ;  with  that  the  boys  removed  back  a  little  dif- 
tance  throwing  fnow-balls,  the  foldiers  pujhing  them  with 
their  bayonets ,  faying ,  damn  you,  Jland  offi,  with  that  the 
boys  went  forward  again,  and  a  man  with  a  naked  cutlafs  in 
his  hand,  who  appear’d  to  be  the  commanding  officer  (as  be¬ 
fore)  gave  the  word  Fire ,  immediately  a  gun  going  off  upon 
the  left  of  me,  I  faw  a  man  like  a  failor  go  up  to  the  comman¬ 
der,  and  ftrike  him  upon  the  left  arm  :  Immediately  he  the 
laid  officer  faid ,  think  I’ll  be  ufed  in  this  manner,  Damn  you , 
Fire ,  which  they  did ,  one  after  another.  After  they  had  all 
Sred,  he  ordered  them  to  prime  and  load  again  ;  after  that  he 
ordered  his  men  in  the  middle  of  the  ftreet,  and  told  them  te 
clear  their  way  with  their  bayonets  breafi  high ;  with  that  look¬ 
ing  round,  I  faw  four  men  lay  dead  on  the  fnow,  the  fnow  being 
at  that  time  near  a  foot  deep .  Then  I  went  and  help’d  the 
molatto  man  who  was  fhot,  into  Mr.  Stone’s  houfe.  After  we 
got  him  in  there,  I  faw  him  give  one  gafp.  I  then  open’d  his 
bread,  and  faw  two  holes,  one  in  each  bread,  where  the  Balls 
had  enter’d.  After  that  went  to  the  door,  and  look’d,  and 
faw  the  foldiers  (landing  in  the  middle  of  the  ftreet,  and  faw 
two  gentlemen  talking  with  the  officers  and  foldiers.  Prefent- 
Jy  after  went  to  fee  the  molatto  again  ;  and  return’d  back 
into  the  ftreet,  faw  all  the  foldiers  at  the  main  guard  houfe 
cut,  with  their  bayonets  charged  breafi  high  ;  with  that  going 
home  thro’  quaker-lane  into  long-lane,  about  the  middle  of 
the  lane,  faw  two  foldiers,  who  told  ?ne  to  fand  out  of  the 
way  or  elfe  they  would  Jlabb  7ne.  I  immediately  got  out  of 
the  way,  and  made  the  beft  of  my  way  home.  And  further 
fay,  that  the  grand  jury  defired  me  to  go  and  fee  whether  I 
fhould  know  the  officer  again  ;  one  of  them  going  with  me, 
J  went  up,  and  when  I  came  to  the  goal  I  faw  feveral  people 
in  the  room  with  him.  The  gentleman  of  the  grand  jury 
(who  went  up  with  me)  afked  me  which  was  the  man,  I  told 
him  that  that  gentleman  (pointing  to  Capt.  P  ref  on)  looked 
very  much  like  the  man, and  I  verily  believed  he  was  the  man 
that  order’d  the  foldiers  to  Fire.  Don’t  you  fay  fo,  fays  he  ; 
ves  fir,  faid  I,  you  look  very  much  like  the  man  If  you  fay 

fo, 
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fo,  faid  he,  clapping  his  hands,  I  am  ruined  and  uftdotieV 
And  fuithei  fay,  that  at  the  time  of  firing)  there  was  hut  about 
fifty  or  fix ty  perfons ,  mojily  boys ,  in  Kingfireet. 

c  _  n  ^  ROBERT  GODDARD. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Boflon ,  March  22,  1770.  Robert  Goddard 
afore -siamed ,  after  due  examination ,  ?nade  oath  to  the 
Truth  of  the  aforefaid  Affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  Thing . 

Before,  John  RuDDocK,Juft.  of  Peace  &  of  theQuoruma 
And,  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  73.) 

T  JOHN  Hickling  being  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and  fay,  that 
on  monday  the  5th  day  of  March  1770,  returning  from 
New  Bofton  in  the  evening  between  the  hours  of  nine  and 
ten  o  clock,  I  heard  a  noife  and  the  cry  of  fire  in  King-ftreet, 
and  inquiring  the  caufe  was  informed  the  foldiers  intended  to 
fire  on  the  inhabitants ,  immediately  proceeding  to  the  place  I 
faw  eight  or  nine  foldiers  with  fixed  bayonets  charged  breaft 
high  handing  in  a  circular  manner  at  the  corner  of  the  cuftom 
houfe,  and  an  officer  handing  before  them  at  the  end  of  the 
bayonets  between  the  foldiers  and  the  inhabitants.  1  Jaw 
but  a  few  fcattering  people  fuppofed  to  be  about  thirty  in  the 
freet  before  them  at  that  time  and  therefore  was  at  a  lofs  for 
the  reafonoffuch  an  appearance  ;  going  up  to  the  officer  I  found 
a  young  man  named  Blifs  talking  with  him,  I  inquired  his 
name  ofBlifs  who  informed  me  that  it  was  P  ref  on.  At  that  in- 
ftant  Mr.  Richard  Palmes  came  up  and  afked  the  officer  if  he 
intended  to  fire  upon  the  people  ?  he  anfwered  by  no  means  ; 
Palmes  afked  if  the  guns  were  loaded  ?  Prefton  anfwered  in  the 
affirmative.  •  Palmes  further  afked,  with  powder  and  ball  ? 
P  ref  on  anfwered  they  were.  The  foldiers  during  this  conver- 
fation  affumed  different  poftures  Jhoving  their  bayo?iets  frequent¬ 
ly  at  the  people,  one  in  particular  pujhing  againfi  jny  fide fwore 
he  would  run  me  thro' ,  I  laid  hold  of  his  bayonet  and  told  him 
that  no  body  was  going  to  meddle  with  them.  Not  more 
than  ten  feconds  after  this,  I  faw  fomething  white  refembling 
a  piece  of  fnow  or  ice  fall  among  the  foldiers,  which  knock'd 
the  end  of  a  firelock  to  the  ground.  At  that  infant  the  word 
fire  was  given ,  but  by  whom  I  know  not  ;  but  concluded  it 
did  not  come  from  the  officer  aforefaid,  as  I  was  within  a  yard 
of  h  im  and  mufthave  heard  him  had  he  fpoke  it,  but  am  fatis- 
fied  faid  P  reft  on  did  not  forbid  them  jo  fire ,  I  inftantly  leap’d 
within  the  foldier’s  bayonet  as  I  heard  him  cock  his  gun, 
which  that  moment  went  off  between  Mr.  Paliaes  and  myfelf. 
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I  thinking  there  was  nothing  but  powder  fired  flood  fliii,  till 
Upon  the  other  fide  of  Mr. Palmes  andclofe  to  him,  I  faw  ano¬ 
ther  gun  fired,  and  the  man  fince  called  Attucks  fall.  I  then 
withdrew  about  two  or  three  yards,  &  turning  faw  Mr.  Palmes 
upon  his  knee,  and  the  foldiers  pufhing  at  him  with  their  bay¬ 
onets.  During  this  the  reft  of  the  guns  were  fired,  one  after 
another  when  I  faw  two  more  fall,  1  ran  to  one  and  feeing  the 
blood  gufh  out  of  his  head  tho’  juft  expiring,  I  felt  for  the 
wound  and  found  a  hole  as  big  as  my  hand.  This  I  have 
fince  learned  was  Mr.  Gray.  I  then  went  to  Attucks  and 
found  him  gafping,  pulled  his  head  out  of  the  gutter  and  left 
him  ;  I  returning  to  the  foldiers  and  afked  them  what  they 
thought  of  themfelves  and  whether  they  did  not  deferveto  be 
cut  to  pieces,  to  lay  men  wallowingin  their  blood  in  fucha  man¬ 
ner,  they  anfwered  C od  damn  them ,  they  Jhould  have  flood  out 
of  our  way.  The  foldiers  were  then  loading  their  mufkets 
and  told  me  upon  my  peril  not  to  come  any  nearer  to  them.  / 
further  declare  that  1  heard  no  other  affront  given  them  thati 
the  huzzaing  and  whiftlin ?  of  hoys  in  the  fireet. 

JOHN  HICKLING. 

Suffolk,  fT.  Bofion ,  March  16,  1770.  The  above-named 
John  Hickling,  perfonally  appearing  and  being  care¬ 
fully  examined  and  duly  cautioned  to  tefiify  the  whole 
Truth ,  maketh  folemn  oath  to  the  fore-written  depof  - 
tionby  him  fubferibed,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem- 
bra?ice  of  the  thing. 

Mefore ,  Ri.  Dak  a,  Juft,  of  the  Peace  &  of  the  Qjuorunio 
And  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(  No.  74.  )  ;  ,  .  ' 

IObadiah  Whifton,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and  fay,  that  on 
the  evening  gf  the  5th  inftant,  being  at  a  houfe  in  Pond- 
Jane,  on  hearing  the  bells  ring,  ran  towards  Kingftreet,  and 
in  going  I  met  a  perfon  who  faid  there  is  no  fire,  but  the  fol¬ 
diers  are  fghting  with  the  inhabitants.  I  went  down  the  north 
fide  of  the  Town  Houfe  into  Kingflreet  and  there  was  only  a 
few  fatter  in g  people  in  faid  Jlreet  ;  I  came  up  to  the  Brazen- 
head  inCornhill,  and  faw  a  Barber's  boy,  who  told  me  he  had 
been  Jlruck  by  the  foldiers  ;  then  I  went  to  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
Town-houfe  and  flood  near  the  main-guard,  where  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  perfons  flood  ;  Capt.  Prefion  handing  by 
the  guard-houfe  door,  faid  damn  you  turn  out  guards  which 
they  obeyed,  and  then  took  off  7  or  8  foldiers  from  the  right, 
and  wen;  down  Kingftreet,  where  I  wiih  the  chief  of  the  peo¬ 
ple 
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pie  followed,  and  in  going  down  the  foldiers  pufh’d  me  and 
raid,  (land  out  of  the  way  ;  I  followed  them  (to  fee  where 
they  were  going)  as  far  as  the  Cuftom-houfe, where  faid  Pref- 
ton  drew  them  up,  and  fome  boys  being  in  the  ftreet,  huzza’d; 
a  few  minutes  after,  as  I  (food  there,  I  faw  one  gun  go  off, 
and  feveral  more  were  fired  diredlly  after  ;  the  people  near  me 
faid  there  were  fome  perfons  killed,  after  which  I  faw  one  man 
dead.  OBADIAH  WHISTON. 

Suffolk,  fT.  Bofton,  March  21.  1770.  Obadiab  IVhiJlon,  above- 
named  ^  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  above  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Hii.l,  Juft.  Peace. 

* 

.  (No.  75.) 

Dorge  Robert  I  welves  Hewes,  of  lawful  age,  teftifies  and 
^  fays,  that  on  the  lad  night,  about  one  o’clock,  as  he  was 
returning  alone  from  his  houfe  to  the  town-houfe,  he  met 
ferjeant  Chambers  of  the  29th,  with  eight  or  nine  foldiers,  all 
with  very  large  clubs  and  cutlaffies ,  when  Dodfon,  afoldier,  fpoke 
to  him  and  afk’d  him  how  he  far’d,  he  told  him  very  badly,  to 
fee  his  townfmen  (hot  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  afkcd  him  if  he 
did  not  think  it  was  a  dreadful  thing,  faid  Dodfon  fwore  by 
God  it  was  a  fine  thing ,  and  faid  you  fall  fee  more  of  it ;  and  on 
perceiving  I  had  a  cane,  he  informed  ferjeant  Chambers  of  it, 
who  feized  and  forced  it  from  me,  faying  I  had  no  right  to 
carry  it  ;  I  told  him  I  had  as  good  a  right  to  carry  a  cane  as 
they  had  to  carry  clubs,  but  they  hurried  off  with  it  into  the 
main  guard.  GEORGE  ROBERT  TWELVES  HEWES. 

March' 6.  1770.  The  deponent  further  adds,  that  juft  be¬ 
fore  the  foldiers  came  from  the  main-guard  to  the  cuftom  houfe 
there  were  about  1 5  or  1 6  little  boys  near  thecentry,  who  was 
{landing  on  the  fteps  of  the  cuftom-houfe  ;  and  he  faw  a  young 
man  cf  a  middling  fature ,  with  a  grey  coat  and  fhort  curl'd  hair9 
peefs  by  the  centinel  towards  the  door  of  the  Cufi cm- Houfe  and  knock 
at  jaid  door ,  upon  which  fome  per  Jon  came,  and  opened  the  door  and 
he  went  in  and  Jhut  the  door  immediately  after  him  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  the  fnow  was  near  a  foot  deep  in  king- fir cet. 

GEORGE  ROBERT  TWELVES  HEWES. 
Suffolk,  fT.  Bofton  March  17.  1770,  George  Robert  Twelves 
Hewes,  above-named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to 
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the  truth  of  the  afore  fa  id  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  ths 
remefnbrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  76.) 

I  Thomas  Jackfon  jun’r.  do  teftify  and  declare  that  onMon- 
day  the  5th  inftant  in  the  evening, being  in  company,!  heard, 
(as  near  as  I  can  recoiled)  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock*  a 
drum  beat  to  arms,  1  immediately  told  the  gentleman  (with 
whom  I  was  then  engaged)  I  imagin’d  there  was  fome  diftur- 
bance  between  the  inhabitants  and  the  fold i cry,  he  replied, 
foh,  I  believe  it  is  nothing  but  boys,  I  told  him  I  was  afraid 
there  was  fomething  more  in  it  than  that,  and  defied  him  (as 
the  drum  approached  us)  to  look  out  of  the  window  to  fee 
whether  they  were  foldiers,  or  not.  He  immediately  opened 
the  window,  and  told  me  they  were  foldiers.  Upon  this  in¬ 
formation,  I  immediately  put  on  my  hat  and  went  out.  I  had 
not  gone  many  paces  before  I  met  a  man,  of  whom  I  enquired 
the  reafon  of  the  drum  beating.  He  told  me  there  were  fix 
men  killed  in  kingftreet  by  the  military  :  I  immediately  haften- 
ed  on  in  my  way  to  kingftreet,  and  met  another  perfon  by 
Concert-hall,  of  whom  I  likewife  enquired  as  aforefaid  ; 
his  anf\ver  to  me  cofrefponded  with  the  other.  When 
I  got  into  kingftreet,  I  found  a  great  number  of  people  there 
aflembled,  and  intended  going  into  the  cuftom-houfe,  to  ft nd 
out  the  particulars  of  the  affair.  Upon  my  knocking  at  the 
cuftom-houfe  door  with  the  knocker,  Mr.  Hammond  Green 
( who  was  then  looking  out  of  the  window)  afk’d  me  W  ho  was 
there  ?  I  called  him  by  name,  and  told  him  I  wanted  to  come 
into  the  cuftom-  boufe.,  He  told  me  he  would  not  let  me?  nor  even 
his  father  (and  I  think  he  faid)  nor  one  of  the  commiffioners ,  into 
thchoufe,for  he  had  orders  for  fo  doing ,  cr  to  that  effed.  I  im¬ 
mediately  quitted  the  door  and  ftay’d  fome  time  at  the  bottom, 
and  then  at  the  head  of  the  town-houfe,  where  I  met  Capr. 
John  Riordan.  While  we  were  converfmg,  2  party  of  the 
29th  regiment  came  downQueenftreet  and  joined  the  regiment 
then  at  the  town-houfe.  boon  after  that,  i.  afked  Capt. Rior¬ 
dan  if  he  would  fpeftd  an  hour  at  the  coffee- houfe,  he  compli¬ 
ed  and  we  immediately  went,  after  fpending  fome  time  there, 
I  went  home,  and  in  going  home.  I  found  the  inhabitants  were 
gone  off  and  the  foldiers  gone  from  the  town-houfe.  It  was 

tome  time  before  I  came  into  kingftreet,  that  the  guns  were 
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fired,  and  when  I  knock'd  at  the  cuftorrwhoufe  door,  all  the 
perfons  I  faw  at  the  window  over  the  centry  box  at  the  cuftom 
houfe  (which  window  was  then  open’d)  was  Mr.  Hammond 
Green  and  fome  women.1  THO.  JACKSON,  jun’r.. 
Suffolk,  fT.  Bofton,  March  16.  1770.  Thomas  Jackfon,  jun . 

above-mimed,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the 
truth  of  the  above -  written  affidavit)  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  t Id  tig. 

Before  Ri.Dana,  Juft  of  Peace  and  of  theQuorum. 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 

(No.  77.) 

T  John  Riordan,  of  lawful  age,  teftify,  that  on  Monday  eve- 
ning  the  fifth  inftant,  between  jo  and  j  1  o’clock,  1  was  at 
the  Britifh  coffee-houfe  and  heard  Air.  If  e!lsy  the  mafier  of  the 
Rofe  man  of  war , fay  that  he  had  done  more  than  ever  he  did  in  his 
life)  pointing  to  his  hat,  out  of  which  he  had  pulled  thecockade, 
and  continued,  that  all  the  boats  were  hoi  fed  out ,  the  barge  par¬ 
ticularly)  vjhich  had  not  been  before  for  four  months.  Said  maftcr 
had  at  the  fame  time  fomething  that  appeared  like  arms  under 
his  coat,  which  he  faid  were  good  fluff — that  he  knew  of  this 
before  (meaning  as  I  thought  the  maftacre  of  that  evening)  and 
had fent  one  boat  after  another  on Jhore  for  orders ,  hut  having  no  re¬ 
turn )  had  come  himfelf  in  the  barge.  JOHN  RIORDAN. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  20.  1770.  'John  Riordan  above- 
named ,  after  due  examination )tnade  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore - 
Jaiel  affidavit)  ttiken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing . 
Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 

(No.  78.) 

A  Braham  Tuckerman,  of  lawful  age,  teftifies  and  fays,  that 
T*-  James  Vibart,  quarter-mafter  of  the  29th  rc:giment,about 
ten  o’clock  A.  M.  the  eighth' inftant,  faid,  the  troubles  here  were 
nothing  to  what  they  would  be  in  fix  months.  Being  afked  why 
he  thought  fo,  replied,  This  affair  will  get  home ,  and  the  people 
here  will  be  dij armed  as  they  are  in  Ireland. 

ABRAHAM  TUCKERMAN. 
Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  16.  1770.  Abraham  Tuckerman , 
above  named)  after  due  examination)  made  oath  to 
the  truth  efi  the  afore-written  affidavit ,  taken  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  theQuorum. 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace, 

N  2  Spencec 
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(No.  79.) 

SPencer  Walker  of  Button, taylor,  of  lawful  age  teflifics  and 
(ays,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  fifth  inllant,  (being  a 
bright  moon-light  evening)  immediately  after  the  mafTacre  in 
kingltreet,  he  was  palling  alone,  by  Murray’s  barrack,  and 
was  attack' d  by  a  man  of  middle  height  and  pretty  luity,  a 
rough  countenance  and  hair  curl’d  round  his  head,  whom  he 
took  to  be  an  officer  in  difguife  ;  that  the  [aid  officer  ruff  d  out  of 
ti)e  gate  from  behind  two  foldiers  with  a  drawn  fword  in  his  hand , 
and  feized  the  deponent  firft  by  the  collar  and  afked  him  why 
he  carried  a  flick,  to  which  the  deponent  anfwered  it  was  all 
he  had  to  defend  himfelf  with  ;  the  officer  then  feized  his  flick 
and  fwore  he  would  take  it  from  him,  the  deponent  faid  he 
fhould  not  ;  the  officer  then  pull’d  the  flick  three  times  and 
drew  back  his  fword  as  tho’  he  would  make  a  pafs  at  him, upon 
which  the  deponent  let  go  the  flick  and  turned  back  and  faw 
at  the  front  door  of  the  houfe  another  officer  talking  with  a 
woman  ;  the  deponent  afk’d  the  officer  if  he  kept  foldiers  there 
to  difarm  people  as  they  went  about  their  proper  buffnefs,  upon 
which  the  officer  laugh’d  at  him  ;  the  deponent  then  told  the 
officer  that  he  would  think  it  very  hard  if  any  inhabitant  had 
taken  a  gun  from  a  fold ier  as  he  was  going  to  relieve  a  centry,. 
the  officer  again  laugh’d  at  him  ;  upon  which  a  foldier  came 
up  and  Jiruck  the  deponent  on  the  hip  with  the  hr  tech  end  of  his  gun 
in  the  prefeyicc  of  the  officer  at  the  door,  and  then  the  deponent 
retired.  The  deponent  further  fays,  that  the  next  day  he  faw 
the  fame  per f on  who  took  the  (hek  from  him  f  knowing  him  to  he  the 
fame )  in  the  drefsof  a  commiffion-eficer  of  the  29/ h  regiment 
J  J  SPENCER  WALKER. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Boflon,  March  20.  1770.  Spencer  Walker ,  above- 
named^  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  above-written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  ire 
remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  |ohn  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  &  of  the  Quorum 
John  Hill,  juft.  Peace. 

(No.  80.) 

JOnathan  Mafon,  of  lawful  age,  teflifles  and  fays,  that  on 
the  evening  of  the  5th  of  March  1770,  about  10  o  clock, 
being  in  kingflreet,  Boflon,  {landing  near  his  Honor  the  Lieut. 
Governor ,  he  heard  him  fay  to  an  officer  at  the  head  o  1  the 
King’s  troops,  who  it  was  faid  was  Captain  Prejian ,  Sir,  you 

are  fen  Able  you  had  no  right  to  fire^  unlefs  you  nad  orders  from 
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a  magiftrate.  To  which  Capt.  Prefton  reply’d,  Sir,  wc  were 
infulted,  or  words  to  that  purpofe,  upon  which  Capt.  Prefton 
defired  his  Honor  to  go  with  him  to  the  guard-houfe,  which 
his  Honor  declined.*  and  repaired  to  the  council  chamber. 

JON  A.  MASON. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  21.  1770.  Jonathan  Mafon  above- 
named,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  aforefaid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  81.) 

Ilfaac  Pierce  of  Bofton,  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  that 
on  Monday  evening  the  fifth  inftant, hearing  the  bells  ring, 
and  that  the  main  guard  had  fired  on  the  inhabitants,  repair¬ 
ed  to  Kingftreet  and  found  the  29th  regiment  drawn  up  be¬ 
tween  the  State-houfe  and  main  guard  houfeand  facing  down 
faid  ftreet  towards  the  inhabitants,  and  feeing  his  Honor  the 
Commander  in  Chief  appear,  I  went  with  him  towards  the 
foldiers,  the  front  rank  having  their  firelocks  prefented  with 
bayonets  fixt  ;  when  we  came  near,  I  fpoke  to  Capt.  Prejlon , 
then  on  the  right,  telling  him  there  was  his  Honor  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief ;  Capt.  Prefton  faid  where, I  faid  (pointing  to 
his  Honor)  there ,  and  you  are  prefenting  your  fnelocks  at  him, 
on  which  his  Honor  went  round  on  the  right  flank,  and  com¬ 
ing  to  Capt  Prefton,  faid  Sir  are  you  the  commanding  officer, 
who  anfwered,  yes  Sir  ;  his  Honor  then  faid,  do  you  know 
Sir, you  have  no  power  to  fire  on  any  body  of  people  collected 
together,  except  you  have  a  civil  magiftrate  with  you  to  give 
orders  ;  Capt. Prefton  anfwered,  I  was  obliged  to,  to  Jave  my 
centry ,  on  which  f  immediately  faid,  then  you  have  murdered 
three  or  four  men  to  Jave  your  centry.  ISAAC  PIERCE. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  2t.  1770.  lfaac  Pierce ,  above- 
named^  fter  due  examination,made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore¬ 
faid  affidavit, taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  oj  the  thing. 
Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  82.) 

IT  Ebenezer  Dorr,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and  fay,  that  on  tnc 
*  evening  of  the  5 ’ h  inftant,  hearing  the  bells  ring  in  the 

center  of  the  town,  I  came  down  to  the  town-houfe  and  faw 

the 
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the  29th  regiment  under  arms,  between  the  town-houfe  and 
main-guard,  their  lines  extending  acrofs  the  ftreet  arid  facing 
down  kingftreet,  where  the  town’s  people  were  affembled, 
and  that  the  firjl  rank  was  kneeling  down, and  the  whole  of  the  firjl 
platoon  was  prefented ,  ready  for  firing  on  the  word  being  givjn,and 
continued  a  confiderable  time  in  that  poflure ,  but  by  the  provi¬ 
dence  of  God  they  were  retrained  from  firing. 

EBENEZER  DORR. 

Suffolk,/]'.  Boffon,  March  21.  1770.  Ebenezer  Dorr ,  above- 
named,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  aforefaid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juf.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

1  ,  (  • 

(No.  83.) 

T  Edward  Crafts,  of  lawful  age,  teftifv  and  fay,  that  on  Mon- 
•**  day  evening  the  fifth  inftant,  between  11  and  12  o’clock, 
Mr.  Jofeph  Ayers  met  me  at  my  gate,  and  I  afked  him  where 
he  was  going.  He  anfwered  to  call  Mr.  Thomas  Theodore 
Blifs  to  attend  at  the  council-chamber,  to  give  evidence  of  the 
captain’s  giving  the  folcliers  orders  to  fire  on  the  inhabitants. 
On  leaving  Mr.  Blifs’s  door,  there  palled  by  us  two  corporals 
with  about  twenty  foldiers  with  mufquets  and  fixed  bayonets, 
and  on  their  observing  our  moving  towards  the  town-houfe, 
the  foldiers  halted,  and  furrounded  us,  faying  we  ivere  a  park 
cf  damn  d  rafeals ,  and  for  three  coppers  they  would  blow  cur  brains 
cut.  One  of  the  corporals  (viz.  Eujlice)  gave  orders  for  one  half 
the  foldiers  to  cock ,  and  the  reft  to  make  ready.  On  which  we  told 
them  we  had  nothing  to  fay  to  them,  but  were  on  other  bu- 
finefs.  'The  corporal ,  Euflice ,  flruck  Mr.  Haldan ,  then  in  com¬ 
pany ,  and  turning  to  me  aimed  a  blow  at  my  head  with  his  firelock , 
which  1  took  upon  my  arm ,  and  then  with  all  his  might  he  made  a 
pafs  at  me  with  his  fixed  bayonet ,  with  full  intent  to  take  my  life ,  as 
1  thought.  This  I  alfo  parried  with  my  naked  hand.  Then  a  fol- 
dierfiep'd  out  from  among  the  refi  and  frejented  his  mufquct  io  my 
breaft ,  and  fix  or feven  more  at  about  8  or  1  o  feet  diftance  alfo  pre¬ 
fented.  Upon  this  I  called  corporal  McCan,  who  came  to  me 
with  a  drawn  fvvord  or  cutlafs  in  his  hand  and  pufhed  the  gun 
from  my  breaft,  faying,  this  is  Mr.  Crafts,  and  if  any  of  you 
offers  to  touch  him  again  I  will  blow  your  brains  out.Corporal 
Euftice  anfwered  and  find,  he  is  as  damn’d  a  r  a  feat  as  any  of 
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them.  The  next  evening  about  dufk  coming  by  Rowe’s  bar¬ 
rack  I  faw  corporal  McCan  who  faved  my  life.  He  afked  me 
if  my  arm  was  broke  ?  I  anfwered  no.  He  faid  the  gun  with 
which  Euftice  ft  ruck  me  was  broke  to  pieces.  And  continued ,  you 
would  have  been  in  heave?!  or  hell  in  an  injlant  if  you  had  not  called 
me  by  name  :  One  man  in particular  ivould  have  Jhot you^feven  more 
prefented  at  you  !  Fie  alfo  faid,  his  orders  were ,  when  the  party 
came  fro?n  the  guard-houfe  by  the  fortification ,  if  any  per f on  or  per  - 
Jons  ajfaulted  them ,  to  fire  upon  them ,  every  man  being  loaded  with 
brace  of  balls.  And  further  I  fay  not,  EDW.  CRAFTS.. 

Suffolk,  FT.  Boflon,  March  17.  1770.  Edward  Crafts^  above-1- 
named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  above-written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing.  '  •  . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft;  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Hill,  J aft.  Peace. 

(No.  84  ) 

JOfeph  Allen  oflawful  age  teflifies  and  fays,  that  between  the 
hours  of  nine  &  ten  on  Monday  evening  the  fifth  inflant, 
F-ing  at  the  d  welling-houfe  of  Mr.Winniet  at  New-Boflon* 
was  there  informed  that  the  town  was  alarmed  by  an  affray 
between  the  foldiers  and  inhabitants, he  immediately  left  faid 
houfe,  and  after  arming  himfelf  wuth  a  ffout  cudgel  at  Mr. 
Daniel  Rea’s,  palled  byMurray’s  barrack  near  DoctorCooper’s 
meeting  houfe,  where  were  drawn  up  a  party  of  foldiers  with 
a  number  of  officers  in  front  ;  and  pafling  them  quietly  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Edward  Window,  jun’r.  was  overtaken  by  a  party 
of  armed  foldiers,  one  of  whom  laid  hold  of  the  deponent's 
neck  of  his  coat  and  Ihirt,  and  tore  the  fnirt,  a  fecond  ffruck 
him  over  the  (boulders,  and  either  the  latter  or  a  third  forcibly 
wrefied  the  flick  from  him  :  Lieut.  Minchin  interpofmg  pre¬ 
vented  farther  abufe,  and  entered  into  converfation  with  the 
deponent,  complaining  of  the  inhabitants  for  wrangling  with 
the  foldiers  on  the  moff  trifling  occafion.  The  deponent  afked 
him  if  he  thought  a  man  could  be  inactive,  when  his  country¬ 
men  were  butchered  in  the  ftrect  ?  Lieut.  Minchin  anfwered, 
that  Mr.  MoJlineux  was  the  author  of  all  this,”  after  the 
converfation  ended,  or  was  nigh  ending,  Lieut.  Minchin  re¬ 
turned  the  deponent  his  (tick,  and  further  faith  wot. 

JOSEPH  ALLEN. 

Suffolk, 


Suffolk,  fT.  Bofton,  March  16.  1770.  Jofeph  rfllen,  above  - 
named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth 
of  the  above-written  affidavit ,  to  perpetuate  the 

remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juf.  Peace. 

(No.  85.) 

T  Will  iam  Fallafs  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  that  after  the 
murder  was  committed  in  Kingftreet,  on  the  evening  of 
the  fifth  inftant,  upon  my  return  home  I  had  occafion  to  flop 
oppofite  to  the  lane  leading  to  Green’s  barrack,  and  while  I 
flood  there  the  foldiers  rufhed  by  me  with  their  arms,  towards 
Kingftreet,  faying,  this  is  our  time  or  chance  ;  and  that  I  never 
faw  men  or  dogs  fo  greedy  for  their  prey  as  thefe  foldiers  Teem¬ 
ed  to  be,  and  the  ferjeants  could  hardly  keep  them  in  their 
ranks.  WILLIAM  FALLASS. 

Suffolk,  ft'.  Bofton,  March  16.  1770.  William  Fallafs , 
above-named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the 
truth  of  the  above-written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  rc?nembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  D  ana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juf.  Peace. 

(No.  86.) 

Ary  Gardner,  living  in  Atkinfon-ftreet,  of  lawful  age, 

teftifies  and  fays,  that  oh  Monday  evening  the  fifth  day 
of  March  current,  and  before  the  guns  fired  in  Kingftreet, 
there  were  a  number  of  foldiers  afi'embled  from  Green’s  bar¬ 
rack  towards  the  ftreet  and  oppofite  her  gate,  that  they  flood 
very  ftill  until  the  guns  were  fired  in  Kingftreet,  then  they 
clapped  their  hands  and  gave  a  cheer,  faying,  this  is  all  that  we 
want ,  they  then  ran  to  their  barrack  and  came  out  again  in  a 
few  minutes,  all  with  their  arms,  and  ran  towards  King¬ 
ftreet.  MARY  GARDNER/' 

Suffolk,  ft’.  Bofton,  March  20.  1770.  Mary  Gardner , 
above-named ,  after  due  examination ,  piade  oath  to  the 
truth  of  the  above-wriiten  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


John 
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(No.  8y.) 


Jwhn  A  iman,of  lawful  age,  teitincs  and  fays,  that  after  the 
party  with  the  drum  came  from  the  main  guard  to  Mur¬ 
ray  s  batiack,  he  faw  the  foldiers  there  drawn  up  under  arms. 


and  Heard  the  officers,  ns  they  walked  backwards  and  forwards,  fay 


Danin  it,  what  a  fine  fire  that  was  f  bow  bravely  it  difperfed  the 


JOHN  ALLMAN. 


f  W  •*  4  A  M..4  M—J  4.  A  ■».  »  o 

SutFoik,  {T.  Bo 'Hon,  March,  16.  1770.  John  dllman,  above- 
named,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth 
of  the  above-written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 


remembrance  of  the  thing. 


before  Ri  Dana,  Juft.  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  JufL  Peace. 


uorum. 


(No.  88.) 


1|  Benjamin  Church,  jun.  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and  fay,  that 
JL  being  requeued  by  Mr.  Robert  Pierpont  the  Coroner,  to 
aloft  in  examining  the  body  of  CrifpusAttucks,  who  was  fup- 
pofed  to  L)e  murdered  by  the  foldiehs  on  Monday  evening  the 
5 •  h  intiant,  !  found  two  wounds  in  the  region  oftheThorax, 
the  one  on  the  right  fide  which  entered  thro’  the  fecond  true 
Rib  Within  an  inch  and  an  half  of  the  Sternum,  dividing  the 
Rib  and  feperating  the  cartilaginous  extremity  from  the  Ster¬ 
num,  the  bail  pafled  obliquely  downward  thro’  the  Diaphragm 
and  entering  thro’  the  large  Lobe  of  the  Liver  and  the  Gall- 
•Bladder,  flill  keeping  its  oblique  direction,  divided  the  Aorta 
Defeendens  juft  above  its  divilion  into  the  Iliacs,  frem  thence 
»t  made  its  exit  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Spine.  This  wound  I 
apprehended  was  the  immediate  caufc  of  his  death.  The  other 
bail  entered  the  fourth  of  the  falfe  Ribs,  about  five  inches 
from  the  Linea  A’.ba,  and  defending  obliquely  pafled  through 
the  fecond  falfe  Rib,  at  the  diftance  of  about  eight  inches  from 
the  Linea  Alba  ;  from  the  oblique  direction  of  the  wounds,  I 
apprehend  the  gun  muff  have  been  difeharged  from  fome  ele¬ 
vation,  and  fui liicr  the  deponent  faith  not.  . 


BENJ.  CHURCH,  Jun. 


above-mentioned ,  after  due  examination,  made  oath  to 
tic  truth  of  the  afore  fa  id  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  0 (  the  the  >%. 


Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill ,  Juft.  Peace* 


G 
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(No.  89.) 

ij’hm  F.hodes,  of  lawful  a^e,  teffify  and  fay,  that  on 
i  uefday  March  6,  1770.  the  morning  after  the  affair  in 
Kingftreet,  fome  of  the  Teamen  belonging  to  the  Rofe  man  of 
war,  laying  in  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  came  to  my  (hop,  and 
after  my  afking  them  if  they  had  heard  of  the  affair  that  hap¬ 
pened,  the.y  anfwcred  me  yes,  and  that  all  their  boats  werejent 
on  floor e  manned,  and  that  the  ma/fer  of  the  fhip  had  kept  them 
up  ali  night,  or  the  greateft  part  3  I  then  afked  them  whether 
they  were  kept  to  their  quarters, they  anfwcd  no  ;  1  then  afked 
whether  they  had  loaded  their  guns,  they  likewife  anfwcred 
no,  but  that  they  had  been  filling  powder ;  fome  time  after,  I 
enquired  of  thefe  fame  people  whether  their  people  when  they 
came  on  fhore  on  Monday  night  5th  March,  were  armed, they 
told  me  that  the  only  perfon  that  had  any  arms  was  their  maf- 
ter,  who  came  afhore  m  the  barge,  and  that  he  had  only  a  pair 
of  piftols,  and  that  when  they  had  got  on  the  wharf  that  the 
faid  maffer  gave  the  piffols  to  the  Coxfwai  n  of  the  barge,  and 
further  faith  not.  WILLIAM  RHODES. 

Suffolk,  ff  Bofton,  March  21.  1770.  William  Rhodes , 
abovenamed,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the 
truth  of  the  afore  faid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  R  uddock,  J uff.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  90.) 

Tl/TAry  Ruffell  of  lawful  age  declares  that  John  Brailsford,.'! 

A  private  foldier  of  the  14th  regiment,  who  had  frequently 
been  employed  by  her  (when  he  was  order’d  with  his  company 
to  thecaftle,  in  confequence  of  the  murders  committed  by  the 
foldiers  on  the  evening  cf  the  5th  of  March)  coming  to  1  he 
deponent's  houfe,  declared  that  their  regiment  was  ordered  to  hold 
them/elves  in  readinefs  and  accordingly  was  ready  that  evening  upon 
the  inhabitants  firing  on  the  foldicry  to  come  to  the  affifiance  ofi  the 
fioldiery  :  on  which  the  deponent  afked  him  if  he  would  have 
ftr’d  upon  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  to  which  he 
replied,  yes,  if  I  lead  order  s.  but  that  if  he  fa  w  Mr.  Ruffe  II  he 
would  have  fired  wide  o!  him — he  alfo  faid  its  well  there  was 
no  gun  fir’d  by  the  inhabitants,  for  had  there  been,  we  fliouid 
have  come  to  the  fuidiei'S  aiiiftalice.  And  further  faith  not. 

MARY  RUSSELL. 

Suffolk, 


[  7i  ] 


Suffolk,  (T.  Rofton,  March  17.  1770.  The  above-named  Mary 
Ruff'c  ll  per  finally  appearing ,  and  being  carefully  ex¬ 
amined,  and  duly  cautioned  to  tcjlify  the  whole  truth 
made  folenin  oath  to  the  forewritten  depofition  by.  her  fub- 
fcribed.  Taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Hill,  juft.  Peace. 


(No.  91  ) 

¥  Ephraim  Fenno,  of  lawful  age,  teftify,  that  on  Friday  the 
®  ninth  inftant,  as  I  was  going  home  by  the  hofpital  in  the 
common,  1  faw  Doctor  Hall,  furgeon  of  the  14th  regiment, 
looking  out  of  his  window,  who  faid  to  me,  Dirty  travelling, 
neignbour  !  Yes  Sir,  returned  I.  He  afked  me  what  news  in 
town  ?  I  told  him  1  heard  nothing  but  what  he  knew  already, 
that  the  talk  was  about  the  people  that  were  murdered.  He 
then  afked  me  if  the  people  of  the  town  were  not  eafier  ?  I  re¬ 
plied,  1  believed  not,  nor  would  be  till  all  the  foldiershad  left 
the  to wn.  He  then  afked  me,  if  I  heard  whether  the  14th  re¬ 
giment  was  going  ?  I  anfwered  yes — for  the  people  won  d  not 
be  quiet  till  they  were  all  gone.  He  Paid,  the  town’s  people 
had  always  ufed  thefoldiers  ill,  which  occafioned  this  affair, 
and  faid  i  wijh  that  injicad  of  killing  five  or  fix  they  had  killed  five 
hundred ,  damn  me  if  1  don’t .  And  further  I  fay  not. 

EPHRAIM  FENNO. 

Suffolk,  ft.  Bofton.  March  19.  1770.  Ephraim  Fenno ,  above- 
named,  after  due  examination ,  made  Gath  to  the.  truth  of 
the  aforejaid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  t . c  remem 
hr  a  nee  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  &  of  the  Quorum, 
and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  92.) 

T"\  \vid  Loring,  who  was  much  employed  in  making  (lines 
for  the  14th  regiment,  declares,  that  being  at  the  wood- 
yard  of  the  I4rh  regiment  on  the  9th  or  10th  of  M^arch  talking 
with  ferjeant  Whittey,  he  mentioned  the  unhappy  affair  of  the 
murder  committed  by  the  foldiers  on  the  evening  of  the  5th 
inftant,  and  laid  that  he  believed  if  the  14th  regiment  had  been 
upon  gusrJ  that  day  it  would  not  have  happened,  and  told  him 
that  he  never  liked  the  29th  regiment  fince  they  landed  in 
Bofton,  the  ferjeant  afked  the  rcafon  why  he  did  not  like  the 
29th  regiment  as  well  as  the  14th  ;  ht  anfwered  that  they 

O  2  feemed 
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feemed  to  be  a  fct  of  blood  thirfty  men,  and  therefore  did  not 
like  them.)  and  believed  the  affair  would  have  never  happened 
bad  it  not  been  for  the  affray  of  the  29th  regiment  at  the  rope 
walks,  a  fodier  ot  the  29th  regiment  named  John  Dudley  be-* 
ing  by,  (aid  it  was  a  planned  thing  a  month  before . 

DAVJD  LORING. 

Suffolk,  ff  Bofton,  March  16.  1770.  David  Loving ,  above- 
named \  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  aforefuid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juft  Peace. 

.  .  (No.  93.)  • 

T  The  fubferiber,  being  defired  by  the  committee  of  enquiry 
to  take  ranges  of  the  holes  made  by  mufquet  balls  in  two 
houfes  near  cppofite  to  the  cuftom-houfe,  find  that  the  bullet- 
hole  in  the  entry  door  poft  of  Mr. Payne’s  houfe,  &  which  graz'd 
the  edge  of  the  door  before  it  entered  the  poft:  where  it  lodg’d, 
two  and  a  half  inches  deep,  ranges  juft  under  the  ftool  of  the 
vveftennnofl  lower  chamber  window  of  the  Cuftom-houfe. 

And  that  the  hole  made  by  another  mufquet  ball  through 
the  window  fhutfer  of  the  lower  ftory  of  the  fame  houfe,  and 
lodged  in  the  back  wall  of  the  (hop,  ranges  about  breaft-high 
from  the  ground  and  between  the  fecond  and  third  window 
from  the  weft  corner  of  the  Cuftom-houfe. 

And  that  the  holes  made  in  the  fhoo  of  v harden  and  Verr.on 

*  • 

thro’  the  outer  fhutter  and  back  partition  or  Lhe  fnop,  ranged 
breaft-high  from  the  ground  and  with  the  weflernmoft  ft  ;e  of 
the  ftrft  window'  weft  of  the  great  door  of  the  Cuftom-houfe. 

RENJ.  ANDREWS. 

Suffolk,  li.  Bofton,  March  20.  1770.  Benjamin  Andrews,  l :,q\ 
above-named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the 
truth  of  the  aferefaid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  cf  the  Quorum. 
Belcher  Noyes,  Juftice  o’Peace. 

(No.  94. ) 

I  John  Green,  of  lawful' age,  teftify  and  fay,  that  on  Monday 
evening  the  5th  inftant,  juft  after  nine  o’clock,  i  went  into 
the  CuftomTloufe  and  faw  in  the  kitchen  of  laid  houfe  two 
boys  belonging  to  Mr.  Piemont  the  barber,  and  alfo  my  bro¬ 
ther  Hammond  Green  ;  upon  hearing  an  huzzaing  and  the 
pc If  ring,  I  yyent  our?  and  there  were  but  4.  or  5  boys  in  king* 

(heel 
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Greet  near  the  cent  in  el ,  who  ivas  muttering  and  growling,  and fleemd 
very  mad.  I  faw  Edward  Garrick  who  was  crying,  and  told 
his  fellow  apprentice  that  the  centinel  had  Jhuck  him.  I  then 
went  as  far  as  the  Brazen-Head,  and  heard  the  people  huz¬ 
zaing  by  Murray’s  barrack,  I  went  down  kingftreet  again  as 
far  as  the  corner  of  roval  exchange  lane,  by  the  centry,  there 
being  about  40  or  50  people ,  chiefly  boys ,  near  the  Cufli  cm-houfle ,  but 
flaw  no  perflon  infult ,  or  flay  any  thing  to  the  centry ,  I  then  (aid  to 
Bartholomew  Broaders  thefe  words,  viz.  the  centry  (then 
(landing  on  the  fteps  and  loading  his  gun)  is  going  to  fire  ; 
upon  which  I  went  to  the  Cuflom-houfe  gate  and  tried  to  get 
over  the  gate,  but  could  not  ;  whilft  (landing  there  I  faw 
Thomas  Greenwood  upon  the  fence,  to  whom  I  faid,  open 
the  gate  ;  he  faid  that  he  would  not  let  his  father  in ,  and  then 
jump’d  down  into  the  lane  and  faid  to  the  deponent  follow  me, 
upon  which  I  went  down  the  lane  with  him,  and  round  by 
the  Poll-office,  to  the  main-guard  ;  he  went  into  the  guard- 
houfe  and  [aid  turn  out  the  guard,  but  the  guard  was  out  be¬ 
fore,  and  1  heard  that  a  party  was  gone  to  the  cuftom-houfe  j 
I  then  heard  the  guns  go  off,  one  after  another,  and  faw  three 
per fons  fall ;  immediately  after  a  Negro  drummer  beat  to  arms, 
upon  that  the  foMiers  drew  up  in  a  rank,  (and  I  did  not  fee 
Greenwood  again,  until  the  next  morning)  after  that  1  flaw 
the  29 th  regiment  drawn  up  i>i  a  fquarc  at  the  fouthwefll  corner  of 
the  town-loufle ,  foon  after  1  went  home,  and  further  I  fav  not. 

JOHN  GREEN. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Boflon,  March  24.  1770.  flohn  Green ,  above - 
named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  a  hove -written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juf.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Hill.  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  95.) 

1  Hammond  Green,  of  lawful  age,  teftiry  and  fay,  that  on 
*  the  evening  of  the  5th  day  of  March  inftant,  between  the 
hours  of  eight  and  nine  o’clock,  I  went  to  the  Cultom-houfe  ; 
when  I  came  to  the  front  door  of  the  faid  houfe,  there  were 
(landing  two  young  women  belonging  to  faid  houfe,  and  two 
boys  belonging  to  Mr.  Piemont  the  barber;  I  went  into  the 
houfe  and  they  all  followed  me,  after  that  Mr.  Sawny  Irving 
came  into  the  kitchen  where  wc  were.  Sc  afterwards  I  lighted 
bim  out  at  the  front  door,  I  then  went  back  into  the  kitchen 

again. 


again,  and  the  boys  above-mentioned  went  out ;  after  that  two 
other  boys  belonging  to  Mr.  Piemont  came  into  the  kitchen, 
alfomy  brother  John,  who  had  been  in  a  little  while  before, 
he  went  to  the  back  door  and  open’d  it,  faying  that  fomething 
was  the  matter  in  the  flreet,  upon  which,  with  the  other  three, 
I  went  to  the  corner  of  royal  exchange-lane  in  kingftreet,  and 
heard  an  huzzaing,  as  I  thought, towards  Dr.Cooper's  meeting, 
and  then  faw  one  of  the  firft  mentioned  boys,  who  faid  the  cen - 
try  had  Jlruck  him  ;  at  which  time  there  were  not  above  eight  or 
nine  men  and  boys  in  king  f  red ,  after  that  1  went  to  the  fteps  of 
the  Cuftom-houfc  door,  and  Mary  Rogers,  Eliza.  Avery,  and 
Ann  Green,  came  to  the  door,  at  the  fame  time  heard  a  bell 
ring,  upon  the  people’s  crying  fire,  we  all  went  into  the  houfe 
and  I  lock’d  the  door,  faying,  we  {hall  know  if  any  body 
comes  ;  after  that,  Thomas  Greenwood  came  to  the  door  and 
I  let  him  in,  he  faid,  that  there  was  a  number  of  people  in  the 
flreet,  I  told  him  if  he  wanted  to  fee  any  thing  to  go  up  flairs, 
but  to  take  no  candle  with  him ;  he  went  up  flairs,  and  the 
three  women  aforementioned  went  with  him,  and  I  went  and 
faften’d  the  windows,  doors  and  gate  I  left  the  light  in  the 
kitchen,  and  was  going  up  flairs,  but  met  Greenwood  in  the 
room  next  to  the  kitchen,  and  he  faid,  that  he  would  not  Jlay  in 
the  houfe ,  for  he  was  afraid  it  uuould  be  pulled  down ,  but  I  was  not 
afraid  of  any  fuch  thing  ;  I  then  went  up  flairs  into  the  lower 
weft  chamber,  next  to  royal-exchange  lane,  and  faw  feveral 
guns  fired  in  king  f  red  ^which  killed  three  per  [ons  which  1  jaw  lay  on 
the  flow  in  the  fired ,  fuppofng  the  fnow  to  be  near  a  foot  deep  ; 
after  that,  I  let  Eliza.  Avery  out  of  the  front  door,  and  flmt 
it  after  her,  and  went  up  chamber  again  ;  then  my  father, 
Mr.  Bartholomew  Green  came  and  knock’d  at  the  door,  and 
I  let  him  in  ;  we  both  went  into  the  kitchen  and  he  afked  me 
what  was  the  matter,  I  told  him  that  there  were  three  perfons 
Jhot  by  the  foldiers  who  food  at  the  door  of  the  Cufiom-houje  ;  he 
then  afked  me  where  the  girls  were,  i  told  him  they  were  up 
flairs,  and  we  went  up  together,  and  he  opened  the  window 
and  I  fhut  it  again  diredlly  ;  he  then  opened  it  again  and  we 
both  look’d  out ;  at  which  time  Mr.  Thomas  Jackfon,  jun. 
knock’d  at  the  door,  I  afk'd  who  was  there  ?  Mr.  Jackfon  faid, 
it  is  I,  Hammond  let  me  in  ;  1  told  him  if  my  father  was  out.  or 
any  of  the  commissioners  came%  I  would  not  let  them  in.  And  tut  - , 
thcr  I  fay  not.  HAMMOND  GREEN. 

lfFolk, 


c.  . 

UiUi 
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Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  24.  1770.  Hammond  Green ,  above 
named ,  after  due  examination ,  oath  to  the  truth  of 

the  above  written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  theQuorum. 
John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 

(No.  96.) 

T  Thomas  Greenwood  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and  fay,  that  on 
Monday  the  5th  inftant  fpending  the  evening  atMrs. Whee¬ 
ler’s,  I  was  alarmed  by  the  bells  ringing  and  people’s  crying 
fire,  upon  which  I  turn’d  out  with  Mrs.  Wheeler’s  three  fons 
and  help’d  Mr.  Wheeler’s  engine  as  far  as  the  Old  South  meet¬ 
ing  houfe,  we  met  feveral  people  who  told  us  it  was  not  fire, 
but  it  was  the  foldiers  and  inhabitants,  fighting  in  kingflreet  and 
defired  them  to  go  back  and  get  their  arms ,  upon  hearing  this,  t 
haftened  down  to  kingftreet  and  coming  near  the  weft  door  of 
the  town  houfe,  I  fell  in  with  a  number  of  people, mod  of  them 
that  I  faw  had  flicks  and  clubs  in  their  hands  and  huzza’d, af¬ 
ter  that  we  went  round  the  north  fide  of  the  town  houfe,  and 
flood  between  the  eaft  fteps  of  the  town  houfe  and  whipping- 
poft,  I  heard  a  number  of  people  fpeaking,  and  one  pcrfonin  par¬ 
ticular  fpoke  to  the  two  centinels,  who  were  walking  up  and 
down  the  ftreet  on  the  fide  of  the  town  houfe,  ufing  thefe 
words,  *  come  out  and  fight  us  if  you  dare ,  calling  them  Damn'd 
bloody  back  rafcals  and  Jcoundrels  to  come  out  and  fight  them ,  if  they 
dared,  we  are  enough  for  you  now,  but  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  above  perfon  belonged  to  the  town ;  I  looked  round  and 
faw  about  twenty  people  before  the  cuftom-houfe  door,  upon 
which  I  went  down  to  the  cuftom  houfe,  I  then  heard  two  or 

three 

*  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark  here,  that  the  deponent, 
Thomas  Greenwood,  is  a  hired  fervant  to  the  Commiffioners, 
on  whom  he  is  altogether  dependent,  and  when  before  the  Juf- 
tices,  he  was  feveral  times  dete&ed  in  plain  falfhoods  ;  parti¬ 
cularly  in  f  wearing  firft  that  the  number  of  perfons  who  called 
the  foldiers  “  bloody  back  rafcals,” &c.  was  nine,  thenfeven, 
and  finally  but  one,  as  it  now  Hands  ;  and  through  the  whole 
of  his  examination  he  was  fo  inconfiftent  and  fo  frequently 
contradicted  himfe'f,  that  all  prefent  were  convinced  no  credit 
ought  to  be  given  to  his  depofiiion,  for  which  reafon  it  would 
not  have  been  inferted  had  it  not  been  known  that  a  depofiiion 
was  taken  relating  to  this  affair,  from  this  Greenwood,  by  Jus¬ 
tice  Murray,  and  carried  home  by  Mr.  Robinfon. 


I 
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three  perfons  ufe  thcfe  words,  one  after  another,  f  I  wijh  ! could 
get  vito  the  Cufiom  Houfe,  1  would  make  the  money  circulate  atnongf f 
us,  alter  that  I  went  up  to  the  cuitom^houfe  door  and  faw  2 
or  3  fnow  balls  fall  on  the  flat  Hones  near  the  Heps  of  the  door  ; 
I  knock’d  and  Mr.  Hammond  Green  came  to  the  door,  while 
I  was  fpeaking  to  the  centry,  who  flood  upon  the  Heps,  l  told 
him  not  to  let  any  body  come  into  the  door  and  no  perfon  of¬ 
fer’d  to  come  in  ;  the  faid  Green  afk’d  who  was  there,  I  an- 
fwer’d’tisThomas,  let  me  in  Hammond,  when  I  got  in, the  faid 
Green  faid  to  me  if  1  wanted  to  fee  any  thing,  go  up  Hairs, 
1  went  into  the  back  room  and  got  the  key  of  the  little  draw¬ 
ing-room,  being  the  lower  wefl  corner  chamber,  and  went  up 
flairs,  and  Elizabeth  Avery,  Mary  Rogers  and  Ann  Green 
followed  me  into  the  room  ;  we  all  looked  thro’  the  glafl  j  faw 
fome  perfons  Handing  by  the  centry-box  Hriking  with  Hicks, 
but  did  not  fee  them  bit  any  body ,  thd  a  number  of  perfons 
were  clofe  by  them  ;  I  told  the  women  above  mentioned  that 
I  would  not  Hay,  for  I  was  afraid  that  the  houfe  would  be  pull¬ 
ed  d  own,  there  being  about  forty  or  fifty  perfons  confijling  of  men 
and  boys  ;  I  fayj  no  perfon  throw  any  Jlones  or  attempt  to  break  even 
a  fquare  of  glafs,  or  get  into  the  houfe  ( the  next  morning  1 found  there 
was  not  a  pane  cf  glafs  broke  in  the  Jaid. houfe  )  After  wards,  1 
went  down  Hairs  and  met  HammondGreen  in  the  middle  room; 
he  afked  me  where  I  was  going,  1  told  him,  I  was  going  out, 
upon  which  I  went  into  the  kitchen  and  took  my  hat  and  went 
into  the  yard,  got  upon  the  wood  pile  and  went  to  rhe  fence.; 
John  Green  being  by  the  gate  afked  me  to  open  the  gate  and 
let  him  in,  I  told  him  I  would  not  open  the  gate  for  anv  body, 
one  perfon  pafling  by,  faid  to  me,  heave  over  fome  fhalaies, 
I  jump’d  ofl  the  fence  into  royal  exchange  lane,  went  down 
the  lane  with  John  Green,  and  went  round  by  the  ppft-oflice 
to  the  main-guaid  ;  I  told  one  of  the  foldiers  if  they  did  not  gd 

do  a 

i 

f  As  this  deponent  is  the  only  perfon  out  of  a  great  number  of 
witnefles  examined,  who  heard  any  mention  made  c-f  the  Cuf- 
tem-houfe,  and  as  it  is  veiv  uncommon  for  ieveral  people  to 
repeat  exadtly  the  fame  words  open  fuch  occafiens  (for  the 
deponent  infifted  that  the  identical  words  were  uied  by 
each  perfon)  conndering  the  character  and  connexions  of  the 
deponent,  and  his  own  exprefs  declaration  in  this  affidavit, 
that  he  faw  no  perfon  attempt  even  to  break  a  fquare  of  glafs 
or  to  get  into  the  CiiOom-houfe,  it  may  very  juftJy  be  doubted 
whether  fuch  words  were  uisd  by  any  cue. 
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down  to  the  centry  at  the  Cuftom-houfe,  %  I  was  afraid  they 
would  hurt  him ,  tho'  I  had  not  feen  any  perfon  infult  him ,  lome- 
body  faid  they  were  gone  ;  1  flood  with  John  Green  near  th& 
guard-houfe,  faw  the  guns  go  off  and  heard  the  report  ;  after¬ 
wards  1  heard  a  perfon  fay ,  which  I  took  to  he  a  foldier,  that  sright , 
damn  them ,  kill  them  all ,  they  have  no  bufinefs  there ,  and  from 
thence  I  went  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Burch,  one  of  the  Com- 
mifllonersj  where  I  faw  Mr. Burch  and  wife,  Mr.  Paxton  ano¬ 
ther  Commiffioner,  and  Mr.  Reeves  fecrctary  to  the  Board  ; 
one  of  the  Commiilioners  afked  me  what  was  the  matter,  [ 
told  him  the  foldiers  had  fired  upon  the  inhabitants  and  had 
killed  two  or  three, and  wounded  fome  more,  upon  which  Mr. 
Reeves  faid,  God  blefs  my  foul,  and  then  went  into  the  other 
room.  I  left  Mr.  Burch’s  houfe  and  went  to  the  barracks  at 
Wheelwright’s  Wharf,  and  (laid  there  all  night;  I  heard feve- 
ral foldiers  fay  they  wifti  d  they  were  let  out ,  for  if  they  were ,  there 
Jhouldnot  be  many  people  alive  in  the  morning  ;  the  whoie  of  the 
14th  regiment  being  under  arms,  and  the  piquet  guard  went 
to  the  main  guard  houfe  about  12  o’clock  that  night. 

THOMAS  GREENWOOD. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  24.  1770.  Thomas  Greenwood, 
above-named ,  after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the 
truth  of  the  above-written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


£  It  feems  very  difficult,  according  to  Greenwood's  account,  to 
form  even  a  conjedture  of  the  reafon  of  his  fears,  which  he  ex- 
prefTed  for  the  centry,  when  in  the  fame  breath  he  declares  that 
he  had  not  feen  any  perfon  infult  hirn. — Bet  probably  the  true 
motives  of  his  application  to  the  main  guard  were  not  of  a 
nature  to  be  made  public. 
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BOSTON ,  the  22.  March ,  1770. 

E  the  fubfcribers,  two  of  his  Majefty’s  Juftices  of  tfi£ 
Peace  for  the  County  of  Suffolk  (one  being  of  the 
Quorum)  hereby  certify,  that  Col.  William  Dalrymple, 
chief  commander  of  the  foldiers  in  Bofton,  William 
Sheaffe,  Efq;  deputy  collector  of  the  cuftoms,  and  Bar¬ 
tholomew  Green,  head  of  the  family  in  the  Cuftom- 
Houfe  in  Bofton,  were  duly  notified  to  attend  the  cap¬ 
tions  of  the  affidavits  in  perpetuam,  See.  touching  the 
MalTacre  by  the  foldiers  in  Bofton,  taken  before  us  on 
the  1 6th,  17th  and  19th  da  vs  of  March  current;  and 
that  the  find  William  Sheafte  and  Bartholomew  Green 
attended  accordingly,  on  the  16th  of  March,  and  crofs- 
examined  as  many  of  the  deponents  as  they  thought  fit 
and  as  long  as  they  pleafed,  but  declined  giving  any 
further  attendance. 


RI:  DANA, 
JOHN  HILL. 


ERRATUM. 

Dele  tli e  lad  five  Lines  and  an  half  at  the  Bottom  of  P.  44.  beginning' 
at  the  Words  \_Mr.Munroe ]  which  tlno’ Hurry  were  printed  twice  over. 
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Suffolk,  ff.  BoJjoVj  March  30,  T770. 

WE  do  hereby  Certify,  That  the  feveral  C  opies  contained 
in  the  annexed  printed  Collection  ol  Affidavits,  taken 
before  us  in  pcrpetuam ,  &c.  have  been  carefully  compared  by 
US  with  the  Originals,  and  agree  therewith. 

Rj:  Dana,  Juflice  of  Peace,  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Jullice  of  Peace. 

.  ^ 

WE  do  certify  the  like,  reflecting  thofe  Affidavits  taken 
before  us. 

Ri:  Dana,  Juflice  of  Peace,  and  of  the  Quorum. 

Sam.  Pemberton,  Juflice  of  Peace. 

*  ' 

WE  do  certify  the  like,  refpefling  theAffidavit  taken  before 
ps.  Ri:  Dana,  Juflice  of  Peace,  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Ruddock,  Juflice  of  Peace,  5c  of  theQuorum, 

WE  do  certify  the  like,  refpe&ing  theAffidavit  taken  before 
Us.  Ri:  Dana,  Juflice  ol  Peace,  and  of  the  Quorum. 

John  Tudor,  Juflice  of  the  Peace. 

WE  do  certify  the  like,  refpedling  thofe  Affidavits  taken 

pefore  us. 

John  Ruddo  c  k,  Juflice  of  Peac$,and of  theQuorum, 
John  Hill,  Juftice  of  Peace. 

WE  do  certify  the  like,  refpetffing  thofe  Affidavits  taken 
before  us. 

John  Ruddock,  Juflice  of  Peace,  &  of  theQuorum. 
Belcher  Notes,  Juflice  o’Peace, 

WE  do  certify  the  like,  refpe<5ling  theAffidavit  taken  before 
US.  John  Ruddo  ck, Juflice  of  Peace, and  of  theQuorum, 

John  Tudor,  Jullice  of  Peace. 

I  do  hereby  certify,  That  the  Copy  of  an  Affidavit  [com 
tuned  in  the  annexed  printed  Colleclion  or  Affidavits,)  taken 
before  me,  has  been  carefully  compared  b'  me  with  the  Ori¬ 
ginal,  and  agrees  therewith. 


By  the  Honorable  Thomas 
Hutchinson,  Efq;  Lieu - 
tcnant-Govcrnor  and  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief,  in  and  over 
his  Majejly  s  Province  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay  in  New- 
England. 


TDf>  hereby  Certify  that  Richard  Dana  and  John  Ruddock , 
Efquires,  are  two  of  his  Majefty  s  juflices  of  the  Peace 
and  of  the  Quorum  tor  the  County  of  Suffolk,  within  the 
aforefaid  Province  ;  and  that  John  Hill ,  Edmund  Quincy, 
Belcher  Noyes ,  John  Ruder  and  Samuel  P emhei  ton,  Efquires, 
are  Juflices  of  the  Peace  for  the  fame  County,  and  that  full 
Faith  and  Credit  is  and  ought  to  be  given  to  their  feveral  A#s 
and  Atteflaticns  (as  on  the  annexed  P^per)  both  in  Court 
and  without. 

In  Tehimony  whereof  I  have  caufed  the  Public  Seal  of 
the  Province  of  MaJJachufetts  Bay  abovefaid  to  be  hereunto 
gffixed.  Dated  at  B often  the  Thirtieth  Day  of  March  1770* 
In  the  tenth  Year  of  his  Majefty’s  Reign. 

By  his  Honor’s  Command, 

John  Cotton,  D.  Sec’ry, 


QfT  npHREE  original  Certificates  of  the  foregoing  Tenor, 
X  with  the  Province  Seal  affixed  to  them,  are  figned 
by  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  annexed  to  thiee  printed 
Copies  of  this  Pamphlet. 

Two  of  them  will  be  fent  to  London  for  the  Satisfa&ioB  of 
fuchGentlemen  in  England  as  incline  to  ffie  theOriginals  :  v>z. 
One  of  them  to  William  Boll  an.  Efq;  and  the  other  to 

Dennis  DeBertut,  Efq; - The  third  remains  with  the 

Committee. 
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KING  Matthias, 

Kirkwood  James,  Capt. 
Kneeland  Bartholomew, 

Knox  Henry. 

EACH  John,  Jun. 

LeBaron  William;, 
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Lewis  William. 
Loring  David. 
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McNeil  Archibald, 

Marfhall  Thomas,  Efq* 
Mafon  Jonathan, 

Morton  Dimond. 


NEWHALL  William, 

Noyes  Nathaniel. 
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